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Just Breathe!
Breathe In!.......Breathe Out!.......Breathe 
In!.......Breathe Out!.......Breathe In!......

There!now"!!That!is!probably!the!only!time!today,!
or! this!week,!or! this!month,!especially!during!
this!busy!Advent!Season,!that!you!have!slowed!
down!enough!to!breathe.!!Now,!in!the!middle!of!
each!breath,!say,!“Come, Lord Jesus.”

Breathe In!... “Come, Lord Jesus.”....Breathe 
Out!... “Come, Lord Jesus.”....
Breathe In!... “Come, Lord Jesus.”....Breathe 
Out!... “Come, Lord Jesus.”.....

That’s! what! the! Advent! Season! is! all! about:!
remembering!both!the! !rst!coming!of!our!Lord

Jesus!Christ!in!the!Incarnation!2000!years!ago,!and!calling!upon!Him!now!as!we!
look!forward!to!the!great!Second!Coming.!!In!between!the! !rst!and!second!coming!
of!our!Lord!is!the!indwelling!of!His!Spirit!in!each!of!our!lives.!!Slow!down!enough!
to!hear!His!voice,!to!sense!His!presence,!to!feel!His!mighty!touch!on!your!life.

A Gift From Fr. Stan

GRANT HORNER’S ‘TEN LISTS BIBLE READING SYSTEM’

My!gift!to!you!during!this!Advent/Christmas!Season:

This!past!week!I!began!a!new!Bible!Reading!Program!which!involves!reading!10!
chapters!a!day!from!10!different!sections!of!Scripture.!!Sound!crazy?!!It’s!not.!!In!
fact,!it’s!quite!exciting.!!I!can’t!wait!for!my!early!morning!quiet!time!so!as!to!read!
my!10!chapters.!!Here’s!how!it!works.

Each!day!you!will!read!one!chapter!from!each!of!the!ten!lists!listed!below!--!in!order.!
Use!ten!bookmarks!or!sticky!notes!with!the!individual!lists!(see!below)!on!them!to!
keep!track!of!your!locations.!On!day!one,!you!read!Matthew!1,!Genesis!1,!Romans!
1,!and!so!forth.!On!day!2,!read!Matthew!2,!Genesis!2,!etc.!On!day!29,!you!will!have!
just! !nished!Matthew,!so!go!to!Mark!1!on!the!Gospel!list;!you’ll!also!be!almost!to!
the!end!of!2nd!Corinthians!and!Proverbs,!you’ll!be!reading!Psalm!29!and!Genesis!
29,!and!so!forth.!When!you!reach!the!last!chapter!of!the!last!book!in!a!list!–!start!over!
again.!Rotate!all!the!way!through!all!the!Scriptures!constantly.!Since!the!lists!vary
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Happy 
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Our Mission Is:  We Wil l Know, Love, 
Serve, and Obey Christ and Wil l Make 
Him Known to Others!

Our Core Values:                             

Growing and Discipling the Family of 
God
  
Re" ecting the Love of God Through 
Hospitality, Friendship and Fellowship

Encountering the Living God Through 
Traditional  and Contemporary 
Worship

Raising and Nurturing Children 
through the Grace of God

Sharing God’s Love By Reaching Out 
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Vintage Flock

God of This City

in! length,! the! readings! begin! interweaving! in! constantly!
changing!ways.!You!will !NEVER!read!the!same!set!of!ten!
chapters!together!again"!Every!year!you’ll!read!through!all!
the!Gospels!four!times,!the!Pentateuch!twice,!Paul’s!letters!
4-5!times!each,!the!OT!wisdom!literature!six!times,!all!the!
Psalms! at! least! twice,! all! the! Proverbs! as! well! as!Acts! a!
dozen!times,!and!all!the!way!through!the!OT!History!and!
prophetic! books! about! 1½! times.! Since! the! interweaving!
is! constantly! changing,! you! will! experience! the! Bible!
commenting!on!itself!in!constantly!changing!ways.

After!you’ve!read!any!particular!book!once!or!twice,!your!
speed!in!that!book!usually!doubles!or!triples!because!you’re!
familiar!with! it!and!can!move!quickly!and!con !dently!—

because! you! are! no! longer! merely! decoding! the! text! but!
thinking!it!through!in!the!context!of!all!of!the!scripture"!

Even!an! ‘average’! reader,! if! focusing!on!moving! through!
the! text,! rather! than! trying! to!  !gure! everything! out,! can!
usually!do! this! in!about!an!hour!a!day!–!5-6!minutes!per!
chapter.! If! it! is! taking! you! longer,! then! you! are! ‘reading!
wrong’!–!stay!relaxed,!focus,!and!just!keep!it!moving.!After!
just!a!few!days!the!reading!gets!much!easier;!in!a!month!it!
will!be!a!habit,!and!in!six!months!you’ll!wonder!how!you!
ever!survived!before!on!such!a!slim!diet!of!the!WORD.!And!
then!—!you’ll!tell!others!to!start!the!system"

Find! a! translation! and! format! you! like! and! stick! with! it.!
THIS!IS!CRUCIAL.

List!1!(89!days)
Matthew,!Mark,!Luke,!John

List!2!(187!days)
Genesis,!Exodus,!Leviticus,!Numbers,!Deuteronomy

List!3!(78!days)
Romans,!I&II!Cor,!Gal,!Eph,!Phil,!Col,!Hebrews

List!4!(65!days)
I&II!Thess,!I&II!Tim,!Titus,!Philemon,!James,!I&II!Peter,!
I,II!&III!John,!Jude,!Revelation
List!5!(62!days)
Job,!Ecclesiastes,!Song!of!Solomon

List!6!(150!days)
Psalms

THE TEN LISTS:

List!7!(31!days)
Proverbs

List!8!(249!days)
Joshua,! Judges,! Ruth,! I&II! Samuel,! I&II! Kings,! I&II!
Chronicles,!Ezra,!Nehemiah,!Esther

List!9!(250!days)
Isaiah,! Jeremiah,! Lamentations,! Ezekiel,! Daniel,! Hosea,!
Joel,!Amos,!Obadiah,!Jonah,!Micah,
Nahum,! Habakkuk,! Zephaniah,! Haggai,! Zechariah,!
Malachi

List!10!(28!days)
Acts

SECRETS!TO!SUCCESS!WITH!THIS!SYTEM:

•!Read!one!chapter!from!each!list!each!day,!in!one!sitting!or!
two.!At!the!end!of!a!book,!go!to!the!next!book.!At!the!end!of!
the!list!–!start!it!again.!Do!it!in!the!order!given!above.
•! Read! quickly! (without! “speedreading”)! in! order! to! get!
the! overall! sense.! Read! as! fast! as! you! comfortably! can!
with! moderate! retention.!You’re! not! studying! deeply! or!
memorizing;!shoot!for!5-6!minutes!per!chapter.!At!the!end!
of!a!chapter,!move!immediately!to!the!next!list.
•! GET! THROUGH! THE! TEXT! –! no! dawdling,! back-
reading,!looking!up!cross-references"
•! There! are! different! ‘kinds’! of! reading:! super-quick!
skimming,!careful!moderate-paced,!studying!the!text,!deep!
meditation.! You! should! be! between! the!  !rst! and! second!
kind.
•!Most!people!decrease!their!time!spent!and!increase!their

retention!after!just!two-three!weeks"!I!now!read!and!retain!
the!entire! text!of!Matthew! in!35!minutes,!Romans! in!20,!
Genesis!in!one!hour"
•!Don’t!look!up!anything!you!‘don’t!get’!–!real!understanding!
will! come! through! contextualizing! by! reading! a! LOT! of!
scripture!over!time.!Get!through!the!text"
•!If!you!miss!a!day!or!two!–!ok,!get!over!it,!then!keep!going.!
Don’t!cover!yourself!in!sackcloth!and!ashes!and!quit"!Move!
the! bookmarks! along,! to!  !nd! your! place(s)! quickly! next!
day.

The!goal!of! this!system! is!simple,!and! twofold:!To!know!
scripture,!and!to!love!and!obey!God!more"
Why!don’t!you!join!me?

Joyful! Noise! has! begun! leading! a! song! during! the!
contemporary!service!called!“God!of!This!City”.!!This!song!
has!quickly!become!one!of!our!favorites,!but!many!people!
don’t! know! the! story! behind! the! song.! ! It! was! actually!
written!by!a!group!from!Ireland!called!Bluetree!while!they!
were! doing! missions! in! Thailand.! In! Pattaya,! Thailand,!
Bluetree!asked!the!owner!of!a!bar! if! they!could!play,!and!
the!owner!agreed!as!long!as!they!brought!people!in!to!buy!
drinks.!!Several!members!of!the!mission!team!agreed!and!
followed!the!band,!and!bought!Coca-Cola!all!night!long.!!So,!
Bluetree!led!worship!in!the!middle!of!a!bar,!in!the!middle!
of!what!was!known!as!“Walking!Street,”!in!the!middle!of!a!
city!with!over!30,000!prostitutes.!!As!they!led!worship,!they!
noticed!men!coming! into! the!bar!alone,!and! leaving!with!
young!girls,!mostly!aged!9-14.!!As!the!members!of!the!band!
worshipped!and!realized!what!was!going!on!around!them,!
they!began!to!play!and!sing!a!song!none!of!them!had!thought!
about!before.!!As!the!lead!singer!has!stated,!the!words!came!
straight!from!heaven.!!With!all!the!darkness!around!them,!in!
a!city!that!is!known!!as!an!epicenter!for!the!sex!slave!trade,!
they!began!to!sing!a!song!with!lyrics!that!state:

You’re the God of this city, You’re the King of 
these people

You’re the Lord of this nation, You are
You’re the light in this darkness, You’re the hope 
to the hopeless
You’re the peace to the restless, You are
There is no one like our God, there is no one 
like our God
Greater things have yet to come
And greater things have still to be done in this 
city
Greater things have yet to come and greater 
things have still to be done here

Spring,! Texas! is! much! different! than! Pattaya,! Thailand,!
yet!there!is!darkness!all!around!us,!and!in!the!surrounding!
Houston!areas.!!As!God’s!people,!we!know!that!“there is no 
one like our God,”!and!He!brings!“light in this darkness, 
hope to the hopeless, and peace to the restless.”! ! Great!
things!are!happening!here!at!St.!Timothy’s!and!in!Spring,!
yet! we! know! that! “Greater things have yet to come and 
greater things have still to be done here.”!!Amen

In!Christ,
Nicholas!Gerber

Thursday, December 24
6:00!pm!–!Contemporary!Christmas!
Eve!Service!with!Children’s!Pageant
10:45!pm!–!Traditional!Christmas!Eve!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Midnight!Mass,!Pre-
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!service!music!at!10:15!pm!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!!
Friday, December 25
10:00!am!–!Quiet!Christmas!Morning!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Holy!Eucharist

Thursday, December 31
8:00!pm!-!Family!New!Year’s!Eve!Fun!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Night!and!Midnight!Holy!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Eucharist

Saurday, December 5
9:00!am!–!11:00!am!Breakfast!with!Santa!!!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!$5!per!child

Sunday, December 6 
1:00!pm!–!Women’s!Advent!Luncheon!$15

Tuesday, December 8
11:30!am!–!Vintage!Flock!Christmas!Party

Friday, December 11
7:00!pm!–!Women’s!Ministry!Bunko!Night!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!and!Cookie!Exchange

Saturday, December 12
10:00!am!–!2:00!pm!-!Parent’s!Drop!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!and!Shop

Friday, December 18
6:00!pm!–!900!am!–!STAY!Lock!–In
7:00!pm!–!9:00!pm!Live!Nativity

Saturday. December 19
6:00!pm!–!8:00!pm!–!Live!Nativity

Sunday, December 20!
9:00!am!-!A!Service!of!Lessons!and!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Carols
6:00!pm!–!8:00!pm!–!Live!Nativity

December Refriger ato r Calendar

Vintage!Flock!will!have!one!meeting!in!December.!!It!will!be!on!our!regular!meeting!date!December!8th!and!will!be!our!
yearly!Christmas!Party.!!We!look!forward!to!everyone!who!is!able!bringing!a!dish!and!joining!us!at!11:30!am!in!the!Parish!
Hall.!!The!ham!will!be!provided!by!the!Flock.!!The!contributions!we!receive!will!go!to!Fr.!Stan’s!Discretionary!Fund.!!We!
felt!so!many!people!will!be!needing!help!during!these!dif !cult!times.!!Thank!you!for!whatever!you!can!give.

There!are!no!trips!in!December.

Merry!Christmas!to!everyone"
God’s!blessings,
Sue
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Ladies Night Out

The! Brotherhood! will! not! meet! in! December.! The! next!
Brotherhood! meeting! will! be! on! Saturday,! January! 16.!The!
meeting!will!begin!at!9:00!am.!All!men!high!school!age!and!
above!are!invited!to!join!us.

Daughters of Honor

Women Who Read
Monday!Mornings
First!!Monday!of!the!month!
10:30!at!the!Tomball!Retirement!Center!Library.
See!Ruth!Gray!for!more!information

We!will!be!choosing!the!books!for!our!
2010!reading!list!at!our!December!
meeting.!Join!us"

There!is!no!Ladies!Night!Out!this!month.!
Watch! next! month’s! newsletter! for! the!
date!and!location!of!our!next!gathering.

Women’s and Men’s Ministries

Women’s Ministry 
Team Meeting 

Ushers Needed
With!the!addition!of!a!third!service!we!need!more!ushers!
each!Sunday!morning.!If!you!are!interested!in!serving!on!
Sunday!mornings!contact!our!head!usher,!Wade!Fennel!at!!!
281!251-7621.

611 - Men’s Ministry 

Watch!the!bulletin!for!the!date!and!time!of!our!next!meeting.

The! Advent! Luncheon! will! be! on!
Dec.!6th,!in!the!Parish!Hall!after!the!
10:45!service.!Tickets!are!$15.!See!
page!4!for!more!details.

Women’s Advent
Luncheon

Bunko Night & Cookie 
Exchange

As! promised! in! last! month’s! newsletter! I! offer! you! this!
second! article.! ! The! intention! is! to! make! available! an!
understanding!of!what! these!acts!mean!and!how! they!may!
be!utilized!to!the!bene !t!of!the!worshipper.!It!is!hoped!that!a!
greater!understanding!of!the!manual!acts!will!lead!to!a!more!
meaningful!worship!experience!for!those!who!use!them.

Genu" ection 
Genu%!ection!is!a!means!of!showing!reverence!for!the!sacred.!
It! is! a! traditional!way!of! humbling!oneself! before!Christ’s!
presence! in! the! consecrated! elements! of! the! Eucharist.!At!
St.! Timothy’s,! we! have! temporarily! housed! our! reserve!
sacrament! in! the!priest’s!sacristy,!but!as! in!many!Anglican!
churches,! we! will! eventually! have! the! Blessed! Sacrament!
kept!in!an!aumbry!or!tabernacle!somewhere!near!the!altar!in!
the!church.!The!Real!Presence!of!our!Lord!in!this!sacrament!
is!signi !ed!by!the!burning!of!a!sanctuary!lamp.!Therefore,!it!
is!appropriate!to!honor!our!Lord’s!presence!by!genu%!ecting!
when! entering! or! leaving! the! pew,! or! whenever! you! walk!
past!the!sacrament.!In!our!case!at!St.!Timothy’s,!you!will!see!
the!priest!genu%!ecting!at! the!altar!after! the!bread!and!wine!
as! been! consecrated! to! be! the! Body! and! Blood! of! Christ.!!
Parishioners!may!genu%!ect!when!approaching! the!altar! for!
Holy!Communion.

Genu%!ection!may!also!take!the!place!of!a!profound!bow!at!
the!Incarnatus!during!the!Nicene!Creed.!To!genu%!ect!for!the!
Reserved!sacrament!or!the!Creed!go!down!on!your!right!knee,!
while!keeping!your!back!straight.!!

The Sign of the Cross!
Early!Christians!made!use!of!the!sign!of!the!cross!as!a!means!
of!blessing!oneself,!beginning!and!ending!a!prayer,!and! in!
devotions!associated!with!the!Holy!Trinity.!One!practice!for!
the! faithful!was,!upon!rising! in! the!morning,! to!begin! their!
daily!prayers!in!the!name!of!the!Trinity!and!to!sign!themselves!
with! the!cross.!This! is!still!a!good!devotional!practice! that!
many!Christians!put!to!good!use.!
Holding! the! thumb! and!  !rst! two!  !ngers! together! (three!
 !n gers!for!the!Holy!Trinity,!two! !ngers!for!the!two!natures!
of! Christ)! and! touching! the! forehead,! the! breastbone,! the!
left!and!then!the!right!shoulders!makes!the!sign!of!the!cross.!
Some!Anglicans!complete!making! the!sign!of! the!cross!by

bringing!their!hand!to!rest!over!their!heart,!as!a!sign!of!how!
Christ!is!at!the!heart!of!their!being.!

There! are! many! times! during! the! Holy! Eucharist! when! it! is!
appropriate!to!cross!oneself:!
:.!At! the!beginning!of! the! liturgy!when! the!priest!makes! the!
opening! acclamation,! which! demonstrates! that! we! have!
assembled!in!the!name!of!the!Triune!God;!
:.!At!the!end!of!the!Gloria!because!we!are!involving!the!name!
of!the!Trinity;!
:.! At! the! beginning! of! the! Gospel! as! the! priest! or! deacon!
announces! the! reading.!This!particular!signation! is!done!one!
of!two!ways.!In!some!places!the!people!make!the!traditional!
sign! of! the! cross,! but! the! more! common! form! is! to! use! the!
right! thumb! to!make!a!small! cross!on! the! forehead,! the! lips!
and!the!heart,!with!the!silent!prayer!intention!being!“God!be!
in!my!thoughts,!my!words!and!my!heart!to!believe!your!Holy!
Gospel;”!
:.!At!the!end!of!the!Nicene!Creed!at!the!words!“and!we!look!for!
the!resurrection!of!the!dead”!because!it!is!through!the!cross!of!
Christ!that!the!resurrection!has!become!a!reality!for!us;!
:.!In!the!Prayers!of!the!People!at!the!petition!for!the!dead,!to!
remember! the!departed!before!God,!and!to!remind!ourselves!
that!we!too!will!die!and!pray!for!a!holy!death!in!Christ;!
:.!At!the!absolution,!as!the!priest!makes!the!sign!of!the!cross!
over!us,!in!acknowledgement!of!God’s!forgiveness;!
:.!At!the!Benedictus!Qui!Venit!(“Blessed!is!he!who!comes!in!
the! name! of! the! Lord! “! )! because! we! give! thanks! for! Jesus!
coming!to!us!as!our!Lord!and!Savior;!
:.! During! the! Canon! of! the! Eucharistic! Prayer! many! people!
cross!themselves!at!the!elevation!of!the!Eucharistic!elements.!
This! is! in! thanksgiving! for! the! sacred! presence! of! our! Lord!
Jesus!Christ!in!the!sacrament!of!the!altar;!
:.!At!the!point!in!the!Canon!of!the!Holy!Eucharist!in!which!we!
ask!God!to!send!His!Holy!Spirit!upon!His!people;!
:.!At!the!presentation!of!the!Blessed!Sacrament,!when!the!priest!
says!“The!gifts!of!God,!for!the!people!of!God”!we!acknowledge!
God’s!gifts!and!pray!to!be!worthy!to!receive!them;!
:.!When!receiving!communion,!making! the!sign!of! the!cross!
just!before!we!consume!each!species!of!the!Blessed!Sacrament!
and!again!before!we!leave!the!altar!rail;!
:.!At!the! !nal!blessing,!in!thanksgiving!for!what!God!has!done!
for!us!in!the!Holy!Eucharist!as!we!prepare!ourselves!to!go!into!
the!world,!declaring!His!truth.!
! ! ! ! ! ! Fr.!Stan+

Acts of Devotion - Part II

! The! Daughters! of! Honor! will! not! have! a! meeting! in!
December,!but!await!with!great!expectation!our!Service!
of!Institution!to!the!Daughters!of!the!Holy!Cross,!Sunday,!
December!13,!at!the!10:45!a.m.!service.!!We!will!receive!
our!new!crosses!of!the!order!at!that!time.
!
We!wish! all! our! members! a! blessed! Christmas! season.!!
The!next!DOH!meeting!will!be!held!on!Saturday,!January!
16,!2010.

Join!us!on!Friday,!December!11!at!7:00!pm!for!Bunko!and!a!
Christmas!Cookie!Exchange"!Bring!a!freiend,!a!snack!to!share,!
3!dozen!cookies! to!swap!(along!with! the!recipe!on!an! index!
card!or! index!card-sized!paper)!and!get! ready! for!a!night!of!
laughter,!fun!and!fellowship.!Don’t!know!how!to!play!Bunko?!
No!problem!-!we!will!be!glad!to!teach!you"

This!past!month,!we!had!a!611!Men’s!Ministry!Meeting,!
and! I!wanted! to!update!everyone!on!what!was!discussed.!!
Beginning! in! January,! 2010,! we! will! have! a! monthly!
fellowship! gathering.! ! Things! that! were! discussed! for!
these! events! were! camping,!  !shing,! card! night,! sporting!
events,! gun! shows,! sporting! shows,!  !shing! shows,! gun!
range,! bowling,! Christian! concerts,! men’s! conferences,!
boating,!and!car!shows.!!We!also!discussed!having!a!weekly!
breakfast! that! would! involve! bible! study! or! small! group!
accountability,!or!both.!!If!you!are!interested!in!helping!to!
plan!any!of!the!events!listed!above,!please!contact!Nicholas!
Gerber!at!the!church!of !ce.

Men! of! the! church,! we! have! been! called! upon"! !The! ladies!
are!asking! that!we!help!by!serving! the! lunch!at! their!annual!
Women’s!Advent!Luncheon!on!December!6.! !We!will!serve!
food!that!will!have!already!been!prepared,!so!bring!your!best!
waiter!skills.! !Dress!code!for!the!day!will!be!black!slacks,!a!
white!shirt,!and!a!Christmas!tie!or!vest.!!Look!for!details!in!the!
church!bulletin.

Women’s Advent Luncheon
(For Men)

Sunday, December 20!
9:00! am! -!A! Service! of! Lessons! and!
Carols

Thursday, December 24
6:00! pm! –! Contemporary! Christmas!
Eve!Service!with!Children’s!Pageant

10:45!pm!–!Traditional!Christmas!Eve!
Midnight! Mass,! Pre-service! music!
begins!at!10:15!pm

Friday, December 25
10:00!am!–!Quiet!Christmas!Morning!
Holy!Eucharist

Advent and Christmas Service Schedule

Incense Sunda ys
10:45!am!service!-
the!second!Sunday!of!the!month
Dec.!13
Jan.!10

9:00!am!service!-
the!third!Sunday!of!the!month
Dec.!20
Jan.!17
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Evangelism

“Drop & Shop” 
Babysitting Service

WRAPPING UP THE FALL SEMESTER    

STAY - 7th - 12th Grade
                 St. Timothy’ s Anglican Youth

KFC - 3rd - 6th Grade
                                 Kids For Christ

KIDS FOR 

CHRIST!

KFC!is!up!and!running!again"!We!will!meet!on!Sunday!evenings!
from!5!–!7!pm!and!on!Wednesday!evenings!at!7!pm!following!
dinner.!We!will!meet!at!the!church!for!most!activities.!Watch!
the!Sunday!bulletin!for!this!week’s!schedule.

Eventfully Speaking

St. Timothy’s Ladies 
Advent Luncheon

Sunday, December 6, 2009
1 pm

Tickets!are!$15.00!per!person
Guest!speaker:!Mary!Jones

Purchase! a! table! and! bring!
your! family,! friends! and!

neighbors.
Volunteer to decorate a table 
in your families’ Christmas 

tradition.

Live Nativity
Friday, Saturday & Sunday

December 18, 19, 20
7 pm – 9 pm Friday

6 – 8 pm Saturday & Sunday
Bring! your! family! and!
friends! to! this! year’s! Live!
Nativity.!Spend!some!quiet!
time! before! the! crèche! as!
you! remember! the! true!
meaning!of! the!season.!We!
will! have! refreshments! for!
all! and! a! craft! project! for!
the! kids.! This! is! a! great!
opportunity! to!show!others!
what! Christmas! really!
means.

NEW YEAR’S EVE
FAMILY FUN NIGHT

Thursday,!December!31,!2009
8:00!PM!-!????

Bring! a! snack! to! share! and! your!
favorite!family!games.!!

Lots!of!Fun!and!Fellowship.
Holy!Eucharist!at!midnight!

followed! by! Ham,! Black-eyed! Peas!
and!Cabbage"!

Sunday Mornings at 9:30 & 10:45am 
-! ! Adult and Children’s Bible studies! will! conclude! on!
Dec.! 13th! with! an! intergenerational! teaching! and! service!
opportunity"! We! are! very! excited! sharing! the! Gospel! of!
Luke!about!the!Son!of!God!Being!Born!as!a!large!group!in!
the!Parish!Hall!and!then!working!together!as!a!group!to!help!
prepare!the!St.!Nicholas!Ministry!donations!for!delivery.!

What!a!better!way!to!conclude!the!semester!than!to!share!
the!love!of!Jesus!with!others"!Look!for!more!information!in!
the!weekly!bulletin.

Sunday Evenings at 5pm!(a light meal is available for a 
small donation)
-!!!Alpha!continues!to!meet!in!the!Blue!Cross!Room!and!will!
conclude!on!Dec.!13th.!
-! ! Financial Peace University! continues! to! meet! in! the!
Parish!Hall!and!will!conclude!on!Dec.!13th.!If!you!missed!
signing!up!for!this!course,!but!are!interested!in!taking!it!in

the!future,!please!contact!the!church!of !ce.

Tuesday Evenings
-! ! !Precepts!will! take!a!break!over! the!Christmas!season!
and!will!resume!in!January!with!the!study!of!Daniel.!More!
information!will!be!in!the!January!newsletter.

Wednesday Mornings!–!the!weekly!Lectionary!class!will!
continue! to! meet! every!Wednesday! morning! at! 10:00am!
with!the!exception!of!Dec!23rd!and!Dec!30th.!!

Wednesday Evenings!-!the!education!classes!will!conclude!
on!Dec!9th!and!will!resume!in!January.!

Thursday mornings from 9:30 – 11:00am! we! will!
continue!the!Life of Mary!that!unfolds!the!Virgin!Mary’s!life!
and!transforms!it!to!a!21st!century!audience!with!teaching!
by!Margaret!Feinberg,!a! frequent!guest! speaker!at!AMiA!
Conferences.!This!class!will!conclude!on!Dec.!17th.!

Wed.!Dec.!2:!STAY!7!–!8:15pm
Fri.!Dec.!4:!Breakfast!with!Santa!Prep
Sat.!Dec.!5:!Breakfast!with!Santa!9-11am
Sun.!Dec.!6:!Heartland!Christmas!Carols!5-7pm!(meet!at!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!the!church)
Mon.!Dec.!7:!JR/SR!Small!Group!6:30-8:30pm!@!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!DePue’s
Wed.!Dec.!9:!Chick-Fil-A!Fundraiser!Night!–!meet!@!the!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!church!at!6:30pm!and!go!to!Chick-Fil-A!for!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!our!STAY!Program!and!Dinner.!Bring!!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!money!for!dinner"
Sat.!Dec.!12:!Shop!&!Drop!10am!–!2pm!!(Babysitting!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Fundraiser!@!the!church)
Sun.!Dec.!13:!STAY!Christmas!Bon !re!&!Hayride!@!the!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!DePue’s!5!–!7pm
Wed.!Dec.!16:!STAY!Christmas!Study!7!–!8:15pm
Fri.!Dec.!18:!STAY!Christmas!Lockin!6pm!–!9am!
Sun.!Dec.!20:!No!STAY
Wed.!Dec.!23:!No!STAY
Sun.!Dec.!27:!No!STAY
Wed.!Dec.!30:!No!STAY

This! is! a! Christmas! Babysitting! Fundraiser"! For! parents!
to!get!some! last!minute!Christmas!shopping! !n ished,! the!
STAY!group!is!hosting!a!babysitting!service!from!10am!–!
2pm.!The!cost!is!$10/child!(or!$25!for!family!whichever!is!
less)!and!includes!pizza!for!lunch,!Christmas!movie!on!the!
big!screen!and!some!quality!time!with!the!older!kids"!!

Join! Santa! &! his! elves! (that’s! you,! STAY)! for!
breakfast,!crafts!&!photo!with!Santa!on!Sautrday,!
December! 5! from! 9:00! -! 11:00am.! Invite! any!
children!you!know!to!come!and!
meet!Santa!at!St.!Timothy’s.!
The!cost!is!$5/child.

Breakfast with Santa

STAY Christmas Bon# re 
& Hayride: Sun. Dec. 13 

from 5 – 7pm
Invite! your! friends! to! join!
us! for! this! awesome! night!
of! s’mores,! hot! chocolate,!
hayrides! and! singing"! The!
cost! is! 2! canned! food! items/
person.

STAY Christmas Lockin: 
Fri. Dec. 18 from 

6pm – 9am

Bring! your! friends"!We! will!
have! dinner,! games,! Live!
Nativity,! Christmas! Caroling,!
BROOMBALL! and! tons! more!
fun"""!The!cost!is!$10/person!and!
a!white!elephant!gift"!

Sunday, January 3 2010 at 5 pm 
including!Burning!of!the!Greens!followed!by!a!Pot!Luck!Dinner

Watch!for!more!details

ST. TIMOTHY’S

EPIPHANY 

CELEBRATION

A! favorite!Christmas!story! is!Dr.!Seuss’!How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas.!It!is!a!classic!tale!full!of!strange!characters!
and!crazy!rhymes,!but!it!is!also!a!great!evangelism!story.

The!Grinch!was!bound!and!determined!to!deny!Christmas!
to! the! Who’s! by! stealing! all! their! signs! and! symbols! of!
Christmas.!What!the!Grinch!failed!to!realize!is!that!while!
all! the! trappings! of! the! season! are! a! wonderful! addition,!
they!are!NOT!Christmas.!So!when!the!Who’s!woke!up!on!
Christmas! morning! and! still! gathered! in! joy! singing,! the!
Grinch!was!puzzled.!It!was!at!this!point!the!Grinch’s!heart!
which!was!“2!sizes!too!small”!grew!“three!sizes!that!day.”!
The!Grinch!realizes!that!“Maybe!Christmas!doesn’t!come!
from!a!store.!Maybe!Christmas…perhaps…means!a! little!
bit!more"”

The!Grinch!learned!what!the!Who’s!knew,!that!Christmas!
does!mean!a!“little!bit!more”!than!the!value!our!society!gives!
it.! In!watching!the!Who’s! live!out!this!truth,! the!Grinch’s!
heart!was!changed.

This!season!of!Advent!and!Christmas!give!us!a!chance!to!
show!others! that!Christmas! is! so!much!more! than!Santa,!
decorations,! shopping! and! parties.!We!have! a! chance! to!
show!the!world! that!Christmas! is! the!proof!of!how!much!
God!loved!us.!His!love!is!so!deep,!so!great!that!He!humbled!

Himself!to!be!born!a!baby!–!fully!human,!fully!divine!–!in!
a!manger!in!Bethlehem.!Share!this!ultimate!Christmas!gift!
with!others!in!your!life!that!might!not!realize!it,!bring!them!
to!the!Live!Nativity!or!Lesson!and!Carols!or!a!Christmas!
Eve!or!Christmas!Day!service.!If!you!will!show!them!your!
faith,!God!will!grow!their!heart,!just!like!the!Who’s!and!the!
Grinch.

May!your!Christmas!be! !lled!with!the!love!of!God!and!the!
quiet!beauty!of!the!season.!My!prayer!is!that!all!of!us!have!
the!ability!to!sit!in!the!“presence!of!the!manger”!away!from!
all!the!hustle!and!bustle!for!a!time.!And!then!may!“the!tall!
and! the! small! stand! close! together,! with! Christmas! bells!
ringing.”!And!may!the!folks!of!St.!Timothy’s!begin!singing!
praises!to!our!Savior.!Oh,!and!don’t!forget!the!feast!of!Who-
pudding!and!rare!Who-roast-beast"

May!the!peace!of!the!season!bless!each!of!you,
Tracy
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Christian Formation

Don’t forget to bring 
non-perishable food items on 

Sunday, December 6th and J anuary  
3rd for the Tomball Emergency 

Assistance Ministries

Mission & Outreach
Angel Food Ministries

Come! and! join! our! Bible! Church! friends! along! with!
volunteers!from!other!area!churches!for!the!next!Angel!Tree!
Ministries! food! distribution! on! December! 19! .! Just! meet!
around!8:30!at!the!Tomball!Bible!Church!at!the!corner!of!
Cherry!and!Epps!in!their!new!building.!
This! month’s! deadline! for! ordering! a! $31! basic! box! of!
groceries!is!December!3!and!is!open!to!everyone.!Call!832!
934-2234!for!a!list!of!the!items!in!this!month’s!box!and!an!
order!form!or!for!more!information.

T.E.A.M.
If a brother or sister is ill-clad and in lack of daily food, and one of you says, “Go in peace, be warmed and ! lled,” without 
giving them the things needed for the body, what does it pro! t? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.!James!3:!15!-!17

Coffee for a Cause
Rwandan! coffee! continues! to! be! available! after!
the! 10:45! service.! ! Look! for! the! table! display! near!
the! Parish! Hall.! ! There! will! be! bags! of! coffee! for!
sale! as! well! as! some! handcrafted! gift! items.! !Your!
purchase! will! help! support! the! people! of! Rwanda,!
as! well! as! fund! the! future! purchase! of! playground!
equipment! for!St.!Tim’s!kids.!Contact!Diann!Brooke

!281-232-2041!for!further!information.

Our! St.! Nicholas! &! Angel! Tree!
Ministry! for! 2009! continues.!
Shopping! lists!are!available! in!the!
Narthex.!If!you!would!like!to!help!
with!this!ministry,!please!see!Wanda!
or!Erik!Cowand.!We!are!hoping!to!
serve!100!people!this!year"

St. Nicholas & Angel Tree 
Ministries

We!wish!you!a!Merry!Christmas!and!a!Happy!and!Prosperous!
New!Year"

You!would!not!believe!what!a!difference!you!have!made!to!
those!in!need!in!our!area.!!I!wish!you!could!see!the!relief,!the!
happiness,!the!joy,!and!the!tears!of!our!clients!at!T.E.A.M.!!
They!ask!us! to! thank!you!each! time! they!come! for! food,!
 !n ancial,!and!other!necessities.!

When!making!your!New!Year’s!Resolutions,!please!think!
about!volunteering!an!hour!(or!more)!a!week!at!T.E.A.M.!!
It!would!truly!be!rewarding!for!you,!and!a!blessing!to!those!
who!work!in!the!Resale!Shop!or!the!Food!Pantry.

May! God! bless! each! and! every! one! of! you.! !You! are! a!
blessing!to!so!many!others.
!
!Suzanne,!Nancy,!&!Tim

“Store your treasures in heaven…. Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.” - Matthew 6:20-21

An Overload of Overindulgence
During! the! Christmas! season,! our! efforts! to! honor! the!
holiday’s!true!meaning!do!battle!with!the!consumer!culture.!
But!the!temptation!to!overindulge!ourselves!and/or!our!kids!
and!grandkids!isn’t!limited!to!December.!All!year!long,!we!
are!bombarded!by!ads!for!“must-have”!items!that!promise!
fun,! excitement,! and! popularity.!And! often! we! give! into!
those!desires!to!have!“the!latest!and!greatest”!item.!Consider!
this:!

The!average!American!family!spends!$800!on!
Christmas!gifts!every!year!but!only!nine!minutes!!
playing!together!on!Christmas!morning.

!!!!!!(Washington Dept. of Parks & Recreation)
More! children! go! shopping! every! week! than!
read,!go!to!church,!play!outdoors,!or!talk!with!
their!family.!

!!!!!!(Born to Buy,!Juliet!Schor)
America’s!27!million!preteens!(kids!ages!9-14)!
directly!or!indirectly!in%!uence!$170!billion!in!
sales!each!!year.!

!!!!!!!(Journal of Consumer Psychology)

What do we value the most, and how do we view 
Christmas gift-giving? Take some time to re" ect on the 
following questions, or start an important conversation 
about gift-giving with family members this month with 
these questions: 

1.!!What’s!on!your!Christmas!list!this!year?!Why!do!
you!want!each!of!these!things?
2.!! How! long! will! each! of! your! Christmas! presents!
make!you!happy?!
3.!!How!will!you!feel!if!you!don’t!get!something!on!
your!list?
4.!!How!does!it! feel!to!give!someone!a!special!gift?!
How! does! it! feel! to! receive! a! gift! that! you! aren’t!
expecting?
5.!!Why!do!we!exchange!gifts!at!Christmas?!Why!is!
Jesus!the!best!gift!we!could!ever!receive?

Only!God,!not!possessions,!can!satisfy!our!longings!for!love!
and!belonging.!Help!your! family! treasure! the!baby!Jesus!
this!Christmas!and!focus!on!giving,!not!receiving.!Consider!
trying!one!of!these!activities:

Adopt-a-Family:! Consider! helping! the! St.!
Nicholas! Ministries! and! purchase! gifts! and! a!
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Christmas!meal!for!a!family!in!need.!Items!that!
have!been!donated!will!be!delivered!by!parish!
volunteers! before! Christmas.! Help! is! needed!
with!both! the!donations!and!deliveries.!Please!
sign!up!at!the!information!tables.
Seasonal Celebrations:! If! you! have! younger!
children,!make!a!birthday!cake!and!sing!“Happy!
Birthday”!to!Jesus.!For!older!children,!throw!a!
baby!shower! for! Jesus!by!donating! items! to!a!
local!crisis-pregnancy!center.
Spending Time:! Your! time! and! attention! to!
another! person! can! go! a! long! way! during! the!
Christmas! season! (and! beyond).! Spend! some!
time!with!a!neighbor!that!may!be!alone!during!
Christmas,!help!at!one!of!the!outreach!ministries!
we!support,!such!as!Heartland,!volunteer!to!help!
prepare!the!church!for!Christmas.!Look!around!
you;!you!may!be!surprised!how!the!gift!of!your!
time!can!make!a!difference!in!another!person’s!
life.
Hearts for Jesus:! Here’s! a! great! tradition! to!
start!with!your!kids"!Make!a!big!stocking!with!
the!name!“Jesus”!in!glittery!gold!and!silver.!Let!
kids!make!felt!or!paper!hearts!with!their!names!
on!them!and!give!their!“hearts”!to!Jesus.!After!
all,!that’s!what!he!wants!the!most!at!Christmas"
Anonymous Angels:! On! Christmas,! have!
family!and/or!friends!draw!names.!During!each!
of! the! 12! days! after! Christmas,! angels! should!
anonymously! do! something! special! for! their!
person! (do!a!chore,! leave!a! love!note,!make!a!
goodie,!etc.).!Have!family!members!each!make!
a! calling! card,! such! as! angel! wings,! to! leave!
with! treats.!On!January!6!(Epiphany),!have!an!
angel! party! and! reveal! your! identities.! Serve!
angel!food!cake.
Stable Sleepover:!Another!great!kid!activity!is!
to!curl!up!in!sleeping!bags!beneath!your!tree!on!
Christmas!Eve.!Just!before!you!go!to!sleep,!talk!
about!what!it!must!have!been!like!for!Mary!and!
Joseph!to!sleep!in!a!barn!with!baby!Jesus.!When!
you! awake! in! the! morning,! you’ll! know! how!
uncomfortable! that!  !rst! Christmas! night! must!
have!been.!And!the!excitement!and!anticipation!
of!opening!presents!will!remind!your!family!of!
Jesus,!the! !rst!and!best!Christmas!gift.
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Our!Loaves!and!Fishes!Ministry!is!off!to!a!great!start,!but!
we!could!use!more!people!to!give!us!a!hand.!Two!or!three!
people!form!a!team!to!make!a!simple!home-cooked!meal!for!
a!person!or!family!who!is!in!a!transitional!situation!such!as!
a!new!baby,!recovery!from!an!illness!or!surgery,!grieving!

the!passing!of!a!loved!one!or!con !ned!to!bed!rest.!Receiving!
a!meal!during!these!trying!times!can!be!very!comforting.

If!you!would!like!to!become!a!part!of!this!ministry,!or!if!you!
know!of!someone!who!could!use!our!help,!please!contact!
Martha!Ann!Matkin!at!281!376-3123.

Loave & Fishes

Thanks for Your Help!
Thank!you!to!everyone!who!came!out!to!give!blood!on!
Halloween.!The!Blood!Bank!is!very!grateful.!Lives!will!
be!saved!because!of!your!generosity.!
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