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Last month in my newsletter article I noted that we have made encouraging 
process in the last six months from our beginning as a group of people who 
meet mainly for Sunday morning worship into a church – a community 
of faithful people who share the Gospel with those outside while growing 
in discipleship themselves. The challenging thing when considering this 
process is that the temptation is great to resort to statistics and measure 
ourselves by numbers alone. This is a particularly acute temptation since 
our numbers are encouraging. When applied to the life of a new church 
statistics can be very friendly since the addition of every new person or 
family results in noticeable bumps in worship and education attendance 
and sometimes giving as well. 

The encouraging message of our numbers shouldn’t be discounted, but 
neither should it be our sole measure of faithfulness in using the opportunity 
our Lord has given us to advance his Kingdom. The truest measure of any 
church’s effectiveness may be one that is completely impossible to measure 
at all – the inner transformation of those who participate in it. This happens 
! r st through our profession of Christian faith and continues as we grow 
through worship, prayer, study, and service into the disciples we are called 
to become. This process has been on my mind these last few weeks as we’ve 
progressed through our readings of the Book of Acts on Sunday mornings. 
We’ve followed the disciples as they encounter the risen Christ, receive 
the Holy Spirit, and then become people who are almost unrecognizable 
compared to the people they were before they knew Jesus. 

In the long run, I believe this will be the real measure of the success of our 
new parish. Wil l those of us who have been part of Savior Anglican Church 
be able to look back and say to ourselves, “Christ turned me into a new 
person while I was part of that congregation”? This is a question that will 
only be answerable over time, but the process is under way, I believe. 

In Christ,
Craig+

Dennis DeHaan tells the story of a seminar leader who 
wanted to make an important point, so he took a wide-
mouth  jar and ! lled it with rocks.  “Is the jar full?” he 
asked.  “Yes"” came a reply.  “Oh, really?” he said.  Then 
he poured smaller pebbles into the jar to ! ll the spaces 
between the rocks.  “Is it full now?”  “Yes"” said someone 
else.  “Oh, really?”  He then ! lled the remaining spaces 
between the rocks and stones with sand.  “Is it full now?”  
he asked.  “Probably not”, said another, to the amusement 
of the audience.  Then he took a pitcher of water and poured 
it into the jar.

“What’s the lesson we learn from this?”  he asked.  An eager 
participant spoke up, “No matter how full the jar is, there’s 
always room for more”.  “Not quite”, said the leader.  “The 
lesson is:  to get everything in the jar, you must always put 
the big things in ! rst”.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus proclaimed that we 
waste our time worrying about the little things that seem so 
urgent, but crowd out the big things of eternal value.  

“Your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 
things,” Jesus reminded His hearers.  “But seek ! rst the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things 
shall be added to you” (Matt. 6:32-33).

What are you putting ! rst in your life?  That answer should 
be quick and simple.  To keep your life in balance, lean on 
the Lord.  What matters most in life is what Jesus said is 
most vital – loving God with all of our hearts and loving 
our neighbors as ourselves (Matt. 22:37-39).  Micah listed 
God’s requirements this way:  “do justly”, “love mercy”, 
and “walk humbly” with your God”. (Micah 6:8)  For 
believers in Jesus, it is vital that nothing else takes top 
priority over God’s expectations for us.  Is your schedule 
too demanding?  Follow the example of Jesus, and set aside 
a speci! c time for prayer.  Then depend upon God’s power 
to help you meet each day’s demands.  

In Christ’s service,
Pat

Thank You

A huge “Thank You!” to all those who not only bought plastic eggs, but also filled those 
same eggs with lots of candy and other surprises.  Savior Anglican Church, along with 
twelve other local churches, helped to fill over four hundred baskets for the children of the 
clients at the Society of Samaritans.  We also had enough eggs and candy for our own 

Savior children to hunt.

The grand prize winners of the Savior Easter Egg Hunt are listed below:

Mattie Baggett

Luke Sellers

Elise McGhee

Boone Beyer

Kara McGhee

Luke McGhee

Congratulations to each of you!

Our Mission Is:  We Wil l Know, Love, 
Serve, and Obey Christ and Wil l Make 
Him Known to Others!

Our Core Values:                             

Growing and Discipling the Family of 
God
  
 Re" ecting the Love of God Through 
Hospitality, Friendship and Fellowship

Encountering the Living God Through 
Traditional  and Contemporary 
Worship

Raising and Nurturing Children 
through the Grace of God

Sharing God’s Love By Reaching Out 
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