
Wednesday, May 29 

Birthdays: Linda Lutkus, Agnes Masih, Francisca Oduola, Lee Stein 

Prayers for: Tom Donley; Mark & Jennifer Doremus; Pat Doremus; Mike Downs; Brandon Drath; Grace England; Sarrah Joy Estrella    

Psalm 119:97-120 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. (v.105). 

Last night I made a big mistake. I live on a ranch and always have sprinkler pipes and hoses to move around to keep things irrigated. In the 

dark, last night, I headed out into the fields for a few simple irrigation changes. It looked so easy until I got out there without the flashlight I 

usually carry. I was a little overconfident, but that changed quickly on my way back to the house. I took a new path out of the field and 

climbed through the fences. I hit my shins two or three times and got several thorns stuck in my hands. Without a flashlight, I never saw the 

danger that was hidden in the shadows.  Isn’t that what happens when we head out into life each day without God’s guidance from reading 

His Word and our prayers? At the end of one of those days, without His Word, I feel beaten up and lost. It makes me anxious to stumble 

home from the dark to the warmth of His arms. 

 

Leviticus 26:27-42; James 5:13-18; Luke 12:22-31 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, May 30 

Birthdays: Colwyn Lee 

Prayers for: Michael & Kelly Edwards, Michael Skylar, Jillian, Jocelyn, Silas; Wade & Valerie Fennel, Lauren; Josiah Ferrill; Barry Firestone 

Matthew 28:16-20 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit. (v.19). 

This verse reminds me of the two years I took off from my career to work for a ministry called the Jesus Film. It is a two-hour film about 

Jesus’ life that has now been translated into over 800 languages and viewed by more people than any film in history. During a two-week 

trip to Tanzania, I watched nightly as thousands of people, mostly Muslim, heard and saw the story of Jesus in their native tongue. We set 

up an outdoor screen and ran a projector with a generator because there was no electricity. Many of these people had never even seen a 

movie in their life. Afterwards, local pastors from Christian churches would preach and ask if anyone wanted to receive Christ. Amazingly, 

hands would rise, and tears were in their eyes. They had been touched by the gospel and God was working. I’ve seen the same film, shown 

in Spanish in a Mexican prison, change inmates' hearts. But you don’t have to go that far. Sometimes a golf buddy or a carpool friend needs 

the same message when their life is broken. 

 

Ezekiel 1:1-14, 24-28b; Psalms 8, 47; Hebrews 2:5-18 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, May 31 

Birthdays: Donna Grove 

Prayers for: Kevin & Dena Fennell, Kelsey, Darcy, Rory, Danielle; Linda Flavin; Benjamin & Tey Flores; Silvia Flores 

Hebrews 4:14—5:6 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in the time of 

need. (v.16). 

What an invitation God leaves out there every day for all of us who are so unworthy. Come boldly to Me for grace and I wait with open 

arms. I once heard some great wisdom that God does not wait as a stern customs officer ready to go through your moral suitcase. Many 

people never get over that incorrect vision of God and they miss out on all His love. God truly waits and then runs to you as He did with the 

long-lost prodigal son. He waits with open arms and a joyful heart that you have come home for forgiveness, love, and guidance.  There are 

days I feel like a lost man stumbling around in His grace. I am so thankful that God made a bridge to Himself through His Son Jesus. Just 

come as you are, problems and all. There is no reason to think we can, or should, clean ourselves up first. He says to come boldly to His 

throne, so our hearts can be healed and transformed. 

 

Ezekiel 1:28—3:3; Psalms 85, 86; Luke 9:28-36 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Wednesday, May 1 

Birthdays: McKenna Schlitz 

Prayers for: Chris & Meagan Patton, Christopher, Cohen; Mike & Jane Pavelka, Pam, Nicholas; Liz Pearsey 

Psalm 119:1-24 Oh, that my actions would consistently reflect your decrees! Then I will not be ashamed 

when I compare my life with your commands. As I learn your righteous regulations, I will thank you by 

living as I should. (vv.5-7) 

These verses remind me of James 1:22-25, where God exhorts us to be doers of the word and not hearers 

only! And is this not the challenge of every Christ-follower—to walk circumspectly with him, like a cat tip-

toeing along a fence-top? It’s so important for us to hear and to do!  Sometimes when I seek advice from a 

friend, I listen, I say, “Thank you,” I ponder, and then I do what I want, regardless of the input I have received. 

When I seek advice from God, God expects me to follow through—to say, “Thank You,” not only with my 

mouth and voice, but also with my actions—my words, my deeds, and my responses to people and situations 

that I encounter. I have been challenged to reflect on God’s responses to my recent prayers, to evaluate the 

extent to which I am obedient to Him.  Lord, thank You for providing the opportunity to hear Your word, 

receive Your guidance, and make decisions. Please help us to follow through on the input that You provide. 

 

Daniel 2:17-30; 1 John 2:12-17; John 17:20-26 

 

 

Thursday, May 2 

Birthdays: Cole Johnson, Heather Seiver, Bill Taylor 

Prayers for: John & Tracy Pegues; Matthew & Ginger Phillips, William, Isabelle; June Powell; Susan Pride 

Daniel 2:31-49 But while some parts of it will be as strong as iron, other parts will be as weak as clay. (v.42) 

When I read this verse, I remembered that while people look on the outward appearance, God looks on the 

heart. I recognized that while we can observe someone’s outward appearance, we cannot always see their 

feet and toes; the quality of one’s feet and toes is important for maintaining balance and consistency of 

mobility.  Most people have encountered at least one person who appeared strong, yet the person had a 

weakness that was not seen—at least not initially; the person had difficulty walking through life with in 

balance and with consistency. Sometimes the person was aware of the weakness and was doing something 

about it—or sometimes the person either may not have been aware or was not doing anything about it.  

Lord, please help each of us walk with balance and consistency of mobility. Help us to be aware of the ways in 

which we are weak. Please open our eyes to see the ways in which someone else may be struggling, and help 

us to give them a helping hand. 

 

Psalm 18:1-20; 1 John 2:18-29; Luke 3:1-14 

 

Wednesday, May 3 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Steve & Carol Powell; Mike & Cecelia Railey; Adrian & Eliana Ramirez, Esmeralda, Fernanda, Adrian; David & Carol Ray 

Psalm 16 I said to the LORD, “You are my Master! Every good thing I have comes from you.” The godly people in the land are my true 

heroes! I take pleasure in them! (vv.2-3) 

I appreciate the good gifts of the Lord. I especially appreciate the gift of people God brings close to me. I appreciate how He enables them 

to influence my life on His behalf and draw me closer to Him. Each relationship that God provides becomes woven into the fabric of my life. 

Each relationship that He provides becomes a working part of a living link into which I, the other person, and the Lord are intertwined; 

together we are united with Him into a living, intertwining link that is not easily broken.  I also appreciate the opportunity to be one of the 

gifts that God brings into the life of someone else; I appreciate how God enables me to influence their life on His behalf. This relationship 

requires me to have a conscientious, circumspect walk with the Lord; I must desire for God to be exalted in those relationships.  Lord Jesus, 

please help each of us become “a good thing from you.” Please help us to be an agent of change on your behalf. 

 

Daniel 3:1-18; Psalm 17; 1 John 3:1-10; Luke 3:15-22 

 

 

 

SSTT..  TTIIMMOOTTHHYY’’SS  TTIIMMEESS    

DDAAIILLYY  DDEEVVOOTTIIOONNAALL  RREEAADDIINNGG  
 

Used with permission from the Bible Reading Fellowship 

PO Box 380 Winter Park, Florida  32790 

Prayer for St. Timothy’s 
 

Most loving God, whose wisdom 

 has guided St. Timothy’s 

Anglican Church 

 since its beginning, 

 stir up your Spirit in our midst 

and lead us forward in the work 

we are called to do. 

Enable this congregation to 

continue in service to you and 

in ministry within and 

 beyond our walls. 

Cleanse us of petty rivalries, 

sensitivities, vanities, 

discourtesies – everything 

which distracts us, thus freeing 

us to rejoice in the good 

performed by others. 

Grant that we may be united in 

a common purpose and share in 

a single spirit… 

 your Spirit, Lord. 

Bless our work together that we 

may faithfully envision what you 

are calling us to be and to do, 

and bless our efforts to be 

faithful to your calling. 

Grant that your attractive 

goodness may be seen in all our 

faces, your warm accents of 
love heard in all our words, and 

in our lives may we show 

something of you to 

 all the world. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

AMEN. 
 



Saturday, May 4 

Birthdays: Paula Koehler 

Prayers for:  Tony & Nema Redding; Alan & Jan Rendl; Braden Richter & Jessica Bradbury; Corey & Sloane Ritts, Declan, Elyn, Lochlan 

Psalm 20 In times of trouble, may the LORD answer your cry. May the name of the God of Jacob keep you from all harm. May we shout 

for joy when we hear of your victory and raise a victory banner in the name of our God. (vv.1, 5a) 

When I read this psalm, I thought of someone who is an irritant. The person makes inappropriate choices, is characterized by poor 

interpersonal relationships, and is employed in a vocation where questionable values are prevalent. I found it difficult to think about the 

person while I was reading phrases from a psalm that communicate blessing. I knew that I did not want this person to succeed. Because I 

wanted success to be on my terms, I wanted the person to fail.  As I continued pondering, I remembered that while I look on the outward 

appearance, God looks on the heart. I turned my thoughts from my own perspective and embraced God’s way. As I prayed for the person, I 

asked the Lord to: sanctify the person to Himself; bless His work in the person’s life; convict the person of sin; send Christ-followers to 

minister on His behalf; and to draw the person to Jesus…all in His own way.  Jesus, please continue to help us refrain from leaning on our 

own understanding; we want to habitually put our trust in you. 

 

Daniel 3:19-30; Psalm 21; 1 John 3:11-18; Luke 4:1-13 

 

 

Sunday, May 5 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Ted & Donna Ritts, Eric; Martha Rodabaugh, Lauren, Cassie; Kathy Rohm; David Ronkainer; Al Rosso; Ramin Salbi  
Daniel 4:1-18 “This is the dream that I, King Nebuchadnezzar, had. Now, Belteshazzar, tell me what it means, for none of the wise men in 

my kingdom can interpret it for me. But you can, because the spirit of the holy gods is in you.” (v.18 NIV) 

My dreams are usually “fluff” that dissolves upon awakening. Once in a while, however, I have a dream that is powerfully clear in content, 

but not in meaning. It comes with an urgent sense of importance and I know I need to find its meaning. I consider these to be messages 

delivered by the Holy Spirit of God. Like Nebuchadnezzar, who knew his dream had meaning and sought out those he thought could 

interpret it, I search for answers. I am reminded how important it is to go to the right source for dream interpretation. We can easily be led 

into occult mysteries that fuel our curiosity and draw us into the enemy camp. How fortunate we are to be living on the other side of Easter 

where the Holy Spirit can dwell within us and guide us in the way of Truth! He is able to reveal to us whatever we need to know. 

 

Psalms 148, 149, 150; 1 Peter 4:7-11; John 21:15-25 

 

Monday, May 6 

Birthdays: Wade Fennel, Charles Scherzer 

Prayers for: Horacio & Leticia Salazar Jr., Manuel, Elizabeth, Horacio III, Victor, Santos; Kay Sanford; Dick & Jackie Savacool 

Daniel 4:19-27 “Therefore, O king, be pleased to accept my advice: Renounce your sins by doing what is right, and your wickedness by 

being kind to the oppressed. It may be that then your prosperity will continue.” (v.27) 

Many times the Lord has shown me, through dreams, the direction I need to go and I have said, “Later, I’ll do it later.” Why is it so hard to 

change when we know we will be better off for it? We ask for advice, then refuse to take it. For me, it usually means stepping out of my 

comfort zone. When I do take the risk and take that step, I am rewarded beyond measure. The lesson looks clear, but my fallen nature still 

wants to go its own way. I can relate to Nebuchadnezzar. I will face a hurricane, but not the winds of change. God’s patience constantly 

amazes me because He is willing to gently lead, me one step at a time. In His mercy, He is peeling away one thin layer at a time instead of 

stripping to the bare bone as He told Nebuchadnezzar He would do. 

 

Psalm 25; 1 John 3:19—4:6; Luke 4:14-30 

 

 

Tuesday, May 7 

Birthdays: Emma Schaberg 

Prayers for: Debbie Schaberg, Emma; Aaron & Mary Scherzer, Simon, Amelia, Eleanor; Charles & Jennifer Scherzer; Ronnie & Lucy Sefcik 

Daniel 4:28-37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything he does is right and all his 

ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble. (v.37) 

God punished Nebuchadnezzar for seven years until he was humbled and willing to acknowledge God as all powerful. Then his kingdom was 

restored. I, too, went through a seven-year period of change and spiritual growth. It was not as painful as the king’s seven years, but I was 

brought to a place of depending upon God’s mercy and grace on a daily basis in several areas of my life. Even though the number 7 signifies 

“complete,” I know that God is not through with me yet. I did learn to trust God for “daily bread,” to pray for others, and to hear His voice. I 

learned to praise God in many new ways. I learned to give up my identity as Artist, and become simply Child of God. Faith grew as God 

poured out His blessings through difficult times. All of my present spiritual growth leaps out of those seven years of trials, release from 

bondage, and new depths of loving. 

Psalms 26, 28; 1 John 4:7-21; Luke 4:31-37 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 25 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Gene & Genevieve Chism; Scott & Ashley Clarke, Chase, Weston, Trevor; Keith & Lisa Coe; Leon Collier; Alan & Sue Cox 

Luke 9:1-17 On their return the apostles told Jesus all they had done. He took them with him and withdrew privately to a city called 

Bethsaida. (v.10) 

Have you ever had Jesus encourage you to resign from a ministry and pull away privately with Him?  Once when it happened with me, I 

grew impatient as time passed. I wrote in my journal that I felt like I was floating with no goal. I was looking up another Scripture when a 

verse from Acts 27 jumped out at me. “Nevertheless we must run aground on some island” (v.26). The verse seemed to assure me that I 

would find the place of service that he had chosen for me. Sure enough, it came, and I would have never been prepared to even consider 

such a call without that midstream time.  J. I. Packer in Rediscovering Holiness says, “God does not value us primarily in terms of what we 

can do—even what we can do in His strength. He values us primarily in terms of what He makes us, character-wise as he conforms us to 

Christ by His grace.”  We may seem to be drifting, but if it is in “the living water,” it can be a time of being made over in His image for His 

purpose. 

Joshua 23:1-16; Psalms 75, 76; Romans 15:1-13 

 

Sunday, May 26 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Caroline Craze; Robin Cross, Edward; Michael & Kay Daigle, Paul, Peter, Kaylee; Bill & Caroline Davies; Mary Karen Davis 

Matthew 13:24-34a “Which indeed is the least of all the seeds; but when it is grown it is greater than the herbs and becomes a tree, so 

that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches.” (v.32 NKJV) 

Jesus is telling the parable of the mustard seed which gives such a complete image of what can happen to us when we accept the seed of 

Christ into our lives. That first quiet “yes” to accepting Christ can seem so small. How can a heartfelt whisper change your life?  I accepted 

Christ many years ago at the darkest moment of my life. I was throwing my life away due to alcoholism. I had tried to quit drinking through 

my own will power, with no lasting results.  Finally, from a place of brokenness, I bent my knee and, with tears running down my face, 

asked God for help. I remembered the words of my oldest brother. Words from years earlier about how Christ had changed his life. I prayed 

silently out of pain and desperation.  The alcoholic cravings didn’t magically leave me, but there was a quiet change that got me through 

that first night. That small mustard seed of faith in Christ started to grow. Jesus and I worked out each new day together. That small seed 

planted on that lonely night has grown into a tree to help support others. Today I’m blessed to counsel and pass on to other struggling 

alcoholics what Christ did for me that dark night. 

 

Joshua 24:1-28; Psalms 93, 96; 1 Timothy 3:14—4:5 

 

Monday, May 27 

Birthdays: Valerie Fennel 

Prayers for: Dorie Dawson; Shane & Kristina Dear, Jacob, Laure; Fisoye & Solape Delano; Michael & Sonia Delgado, Michelle, Megan 

James 1:1-15 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by wind. (v.6) 

In the past, I doubted God or had little faith that He would follow through; but that is not my problem today. I had to take an honest look at 

myself. The Lord showed me several things I needed to do in order to correct my part in our partnership. At first, I prayed and worshiped 

with passion, like my friends, but they seemed to have their prayers answered more often. Dynamic people, situations, and opportunities 

came their way. I would get frustrated. Why not me?  After an honest evaluation, I saw they weren’t just praying about a vision for their 

life. They were also coming up with daily tasks to walk alongside God and help make things happen. I was probably just sitting on my hands 

praying and waiting for God to do all the work. Faith is an action word. God wants us up and moving at times, completing those actionable 

tasks.  I heard a story once about a woman who had a beautiful garden. One day a man walked by and said, “You have such a beautiful 

garden. Did you pray hard to God to get such a garden”? She replied, “Yes I did pray and every time I prayed, I went and picked up the hoe.” 

 

Deuteronomy 8:1-10; Psalm 80; Luke 9:18-27 

 

Tuesday, May 28 

Birthdays: Jackie Austin 

Prayers for: Art & Peggy DePue; Pete DeWitt; Mike & Lisa DiBiasio, Emma; Keila DiSano; Larry & Brenda DiSano; Rebecca DiSano 

Deuteronomy 8:11-20 “Beware that you do not forget the LORD your God by not keeping His commandments, His judgments, and His 

statutes which I command you today. (v.11) 

I’ll be honest with you. When things are tough and rocky in my life, I am at my best keeping a strong daily relationship with God. My quiet 

time, prayer life, and obedience are usually stronger when the boat is rocking. But let me look out and see lots of calm seas ahead, feeling a 

little fat and happy, and my daily walk with God seems to lessen a few degrees each week. I know I’m not the only one guilty of this 

because my close friends tell me of their struggles in this area.  It is just like working out to keep your body in shape. You shouldn’t wait to 

work out until the doctor tells you your health is going down. Better to jog three miles a day, every day, than to run ten miles in one day 

once a month. Keep jogging, spiritually and physically. 

 

Psalm 78:1-39; James 1:16-27; Luke 11:1-13 

 

 



Tuesday, May 21 

Birthdays: Julie Stevenson, Clare Willoughby 

Prayers for: Harry Berry; Ken & Patti Bill; Anne Birkhead; Ed & Zonia Bock; Jim & Kathy Boggs, Chris; Ruby Bosh, JB Bryant; Frank Boyd 

Psalm 61 Lead me to the rock that is higher than I; for you are my refuge, a strong tower against the enemy. (vv.2b-3) 

If we don’t walk the beach to the inlet for a week or two, we hardly recognize the area. The sand is constantly being rearranged by the 

waves and the wind, especially a northeast wind. But if you lie on a rock beside a mountain lake and come back a year later, the rock looks 

and feels the same. 

When David needed a hiding place, he knew he could depend on a rocky crag still being there for his protection, just as it had been a week 

or a year before. So as he reflected on God, he naturally associated the two. He needed the constant, the firm, the changeless in both his 

physical world and his spiritual life. A rock wouldn’t give much protection from the weapons of destruction in our time, but being aware 

that “He alone is my rock and my salvation” (Psalm 62:6a) makes all the difference in the way we face life each day.  That rock by the lake is 

special to me. Do you remember a rock from some time in your life that can help you make a connection with “the solid rock?” 

 

Joshua 20:1-9; Psalm 62; Romans 12:1-21; Luke 8:1-15 

 

Wednesday, May 22 

Birthdays: Emma DiBiasio, David Ray 

Prayers for: Bob & Bonnie Boyce; Jim & Carolyn Boyd; Nettie Briggs; Bob & Diann Brooke; David & Janice Brookes, Philip; Tom Burgess 

Luke 8:16-25 “No one after lighting a lamp hides it under a jar, or puts it under a bed, but puts it on a lamp stand so that those who 

enter may see the light.” (v.16) 

On vacation one year, we visited a number of lighthouses along the Atlantic coast. Have you ever climbed their winding stairs? It seems like 

you will never get to the top. In a sense, a lighthouse is a “lamp stand.” The light, magnified and raised high, is sent out over dark troubled 

waters. Generations of boaters have been saved because these beams were burning into the night.  When we look around, we see many 

lives suffering shipwreck. Their rescue is found in Acts 4:12, “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 

given among mortals by which we must be saved.”  As the keeper of a lighthouse has to keep the light polished and clean, so our lives must 

be so that we can reflect the “light of the world” in sharing that salvation message. Every Christian can help others sail safely. 

 

Joshua 21:43-45, 22:1-6; Psalm 72; Romans 13:1-14 

 

Thursday, May 23 

Birthdays: Sonia Delgado, Carron Hollenberg 

Prayers for: Bruce & Jane Brough; David & Betsy Burns; Nita Burrer, Jason; Lynn Buschur; Brian & Gail Cahill; Bob & Mary Capps 

Psalm 71 Do not cast me off in the time of old age; do not forsake me when my strength is spent. (v.9) 

There can be a tendency to grow stale as we grow older. Studying, stretching our minds, trying out new ideas can be overshadowed by our 

daily tasks or just plain laziness. I served for a time as a chaplain in an assisted living/nursing home. Many of our residents were still 

interested in discussing spiritual things, the things of God. We met for an hour on Mondays and used such books as Out of Solitude by Henri 

Nouwen and Gift from the Sea by Anne Morrow Lindbergh, as well as the Bible. These men and women inspired me not only by their thirst 

to continue to grow, but by their communication with God. Prayers for children, grandchildren, pastors and priests were a regular part of 

their lives, especially during the nights alone in their rooms.  I told them they reminded me of Psalm 91:12, “In old age they still produce 

fruit, they are always green and full of sap.” We laughed, cried, and learned together. Some were unable to leave their rooms, but their 

eyes sparkled when I visited and prayed. One woman who was blind said, “I love it when you come.” Her heart and spirit were still reaching 

upward. 

Joshua 22:7-20; Psalm 70; Romans 14:1-12; Luke 8:26-39 

 

 

Wednesday, May 24 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Tim Caudill, Keegan; Jorge & Elizabeth Cavazos, Arianna; Emile & Lynn Champion; Travis & Shelia Chandler; Maureen Clairday 

Luke 8:40-56 But he took her by the hand and called out, “Child, get up!” Her spirit returned, and she got up at once. Then he directed 

them to give her something to eat. (vv.54-56) 

In the story of Jairus’ daughter, we see the love and affection that Jesus has for the “one.” He left the crowd to minister to one small child. 

To the family gathered in the room who witnessed her return to life, Jesus gave a command: “Give her something to eat.” I think Jesus 

meant physical food, but he also commands families to provide spiritual food for every child. Children should be given instruction from 

God’s word. They should be taught that God has a plan for each life.  A church family can also play an important role in a young life. 

Children will grow when nurtured by a body of believers who tend to the ones with whom they have been entrusted. The twelve-year-old 

girl in our Scripture verse knew the voice of Jesus. Surely, she never forgot that tone of love. Our little ones need to know that love as well. 

 

Joshua 22:21-34; Psalm 106:1-18; Romans 14:13-23 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, May 8 

Birthdays: Kevin Fennell, Eleanor Scherzer 

Prayers for: Dennis & Rene Schiltz, McKenna, Brennan, Maggie; Fr. Michael & Rachel Schwandt; Scotty Scott & Beth Dickinson 

Luke 4:38-44 But he said, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent.” 

(v.43) 

If I had the success Jesus had in healing the sick, I would have thought I had found my “niche.” How often do we settle for less than God’s 

plan for us? How often do we let success side-track us? A successful day of healing “all who came to him” did not side-track Jesus from his 

mission to preach the gospel in as many places as he could. Jesus knew his mission. He didn’t let other successes keep him from that 

assignment. When I read this passage, I realized how tenuous my relationship has been with Father God. How can I know my full potential 

unless I have a working relationship with God the Father? I thank God for sending Jesus to us because through him we can know God the 

Father. After many years of various art endeavors, I believe I have finally reached a place where my mission is becoming clearer. 

 

Daniel 5:1-12; Psalm 38; 1 John 5:1-12  

 

Thursday, May 9 

Birthdays: Kathy Boggs 

Prayers for: Grant & Heather Seiver, Wade, Mackenzie, Savannah, Isaac, Abigail, Luke; Warren & Donna Settles, Linden, Ethan, Deanna 

Psalm 37:1-18 Take delight in the LORD and he will give you your heart’s desires. (v.4 NLT) 

My “heart’s desires.” How fickle one’s heart can be! Through the years I have had many dreams and goals. Looking back, I see that my plans 

were confining, and my dreams were self-serving. When I met Jesus head-on, I knew that to love Jesus and to follow him was the desire of 

my heart. Most of my dreams and plans were realized, but my heart yearned for something more. Not until I had experienced the love of 

Jesus, did I realize that my heart’s desire was to “delight in the LORD.” Gradually, I am learning to live in the now—learning from the past, 

looking to the future, but enjoying the present moment. Now I pray for enough vision to see God’s plan for today, the courage to carry it 

out, and to trust Him for tomorrow. On those days when my heart is right with God, I find connections that electrify my spirit and my 

accomplishments well beyond my dreams. 

Daniel 5:13-30; 1 John 5:13-21; Luke 5:1-11 

 

 

Wednesday, May 10 

Birthdays: Bob Brooke, Sophia Hager 

Prayers for: Valerie Shepherd; David Sierra & Nina Torres, Alondra, Andrea; Avril Smith; Brenda Spiess, Lauren; Troy Spiess, Coltin, Gavin 

Luke 5:12-26 But despite Jesus’ instructions, the report of his power spread even faster, and vast crowds came to hear him preach and to 

be healed of their diseases. But Jesus often withdrew to the wilderness for prayer. (vv.15-16) 

In the midst of our busyness we must take time to pray. Often that is when prayer is most needed.  In the hospital as I recovered from hip 

surgery, my roommate, Joyce, and I were in much pain from all the peripheral stuff—anesthesia, infections, and antibiotics. Early one 

morning as I lay there deep in my own pity-party, a revelation hit me: Satan loves pain, not so much because it hurts but because it isolates. 

He doesn’t want to see two or three Christians gathered together! So, I pulled back the curtain that separated us and shared my news with 

Joyce. We decided the best weapon was praise. We would sing! Very softly (at 5:30 a.m.) we began “Jesus Loves Me.” Soon we heard a 

third voice. Our nurse had arrived and joined in. Our hearts began to fill with joy as we sang and prayed together. It did not take away the 

pain, but it became much easier to endure. We even forgot about the pain for a while! Through that experience, I learned something of the 

power of prayer. Psalm 105 says to “thank the Lord for all the glorious things he does: seek the Lord and his strength.” 

 

Daniel 6:1-15; Psalm 105:1-22; 2 John 1-13 

 

Saturday, May 11 

Birthdays: Dick Van Horne 

Prayers for: Eric & Myschel Spiess, Kevin; Frank & Pat Stahl; Lee & Dianna Stein; Julie Stevenson; Eric & Sylvia Stewart; Anne Sundquist  
Luke 5:27-39 “I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” (v.32 NIV) 

It is hard to confess when you are unaware of your sins. Through the years, I have gone from feeling righteous to being aware of sin in my 

life. Even now, it often catches me unaware. Not long ago, while being prayed for in my group, I knew I was being healed of something, but 

I didn’t know what. My prayer partner said, “Ask Jesus.” I replied, “All I get is ‘stiff-necked.’” “What does that mean to you?” she asked. 

After some thought, I said, “Arrogance, but I know I am not arrogant!” (Arrogance never recognizes itself). Finally, I asked Jesus to show me 

where I was arrogant. He did. He showed me how I view art shows by judging the work and ignoring the artist—unless I really like what 

they do. Jesus said, “I want you to see my people, not just their work.” So, I began to look at work that did not interest me and speak to the 

artist. In my arrogance I thought I was supposed to minister to them. Wrong again. They ministered to me. In many ways I was blessed 

beyond measure.  Jesus is still working on me and revealing new areas as I am able to accept them. He is too gentle and kind to overwhelm 

me with more truth than I can take. In Psalm 32:8, the Lord says, “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go.” 

 

Daniel 6:16-28; Psalms 30, 32; 3 John 1-13 

 

 

 



Sunday, May 12 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Fred & Charlotte Talley; Bill & Debbie Taylor, Katherine, Charlie, Bella; Linda Tervay; Greg & Terry Thomas; Lucy Tischler 

1 Peter 5:1-11 And all of you must clothe yourselves with humility in your dealings with one another, for “God opposes the proud, but 

gives grace to the humble.” (v.5 NRSV) 

I find it refreshing when meeting someone new in a social gathering to discover that he or she is humble. I enjoy learning about a person’s 

interests and accomplishments by asking questions in conversation. It feels like getting to know him or her in this way is like solving part of 

a mystery. I am then more likely to leave the occasion looking forward to seeing the person again. When a person is a walking, talking 

billboard, what is there left to learn? 

Joshua 4:19-24, 5:1-9; Psalms 63, 98; Matthew 7:15-29  

 

 

Monday, May 13 

Birthdays: Parke Dudley 

Prayers for: Stacey Tortorice; Jim & Elaine Tumy, Jack; Jose & Brenda Valencia; Dick & Marlene Van Horne; Pete Varney  
Psalm 52 But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God. I trust in the steadfast love of God forever and ever. (v.8) 

What a beautiful image to conjure up in one’s imagination. I’m now picturing the gnarled and twisted trunk of an olive tree growing inside 

of a grand cathedral. The meaning of the passage wasn’t clear to me. I learned that the author likely was referring to the high value of the 

olive tree to the Israelites in biblical times. It provided food from its fruit, oil for cooking and lamp fuel, medicine, and was used for religious 

anointing. The olive tree was able to grow in harsh conditions and remain ever-green. I am reminded to be like the psalmist and the olive 

tree, resilient and ever trusting in God’s love. 

Joshua 10:16-27; Psalm 41; Colossians 1:1-14; Luke 6:1-11 

 

 

Tuesday, May 14 

Birthdays: Frank Stahl 

Prayers for: George & Sandra Vick; Chris & Lisa Wanner, Matthew & Nicholas; Ray & Suzi Waters; Mike & Anna Weil; Erma Wetmore 

Colossians 1:15-23 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. (v.15) 

If asked to describe someone, you might mention physical characteristics like sex, height, and build. You might mention vocation, hobbies, 

or interests. In Paul’s letter to the Colossians, he describes our Lord Jesus in terms of his position in human history and in relationship with 

God the Father. It’s as if Paul is seeing another dimension of the universe that is unseen by us. 

 

Joshua 10:29-43; Psalm 45; Luke 6:12-26 

 

 

Wednesday, May 15 

Birthdays: Mar Giah, Warren Settles 

Prayers for: David & Helen Weigand, Alaina, Cassie, Nicole, Nathaniel, Charlie, Emma, Bailey; Kent & Tracey Weissling, Sean, Jeff 

Colossians 1:24—2:7 To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which 

is Christ in you, the hope of glory. (v.27) 

Paul uses the word “glory” frequently, and in this passage it seems he is referring to one of the meanings of the noun according to Merriam 

Webster, “the splendor and beatific happiness of heaven. ETERNITY.” Certainly, the existence of eternity is a common belief among 

Christians. I long to see deceased family and friends once again. I bought a children’s book “Dog Heaven” to read to my young son after the 

death of a family pet. Although It may not be theologically orthodox, it was comforting and reassuring to think of our dog happy in heaven. 

As an adult, I am reminded that my sense of loss after the death of a loved one, while natural, is also selfish in that I am missing someone’s 

part in my life and would be better off to focus on the “hope of glory.” My loved one is now enjoying “the splendor and beatific happiness 

of heaven. ETERNITY.’’ 

Joshua 11:1-23; Psalm 119:49-72; Luke 6:27-38 

 

 

Thursday, May 16 

Birthdays: Brian Cahill 

Prayers for: Joe Boyd & Kate Williams; Matt Willoughby, Meghan, Clare; Danny & Debbie Winkler, Jennifer; Addie Yeboah; David  York 

Luke 6:39-49 “...for it is out of the abundance of the heart that the mouth speaks.” (v.45) 

Oh how I wish that my mouth spoke only with the “abundance of the heart.” It is very easy to speak without thinking first about how my 

words might sound and be received by another. Lord, let me ponder silently first, then speak kindly from the heart. For once uttered, 

speech cannot be retrieved. 

Joshua 13:1-13; Psalm 50; Colossians 2:8-23 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, May 17 

Birthdays: Luz Longoria, Katie McKinley, Lauren Rodabaugh 

Prayers for: John & Kathryn Zacharias; Norma Abrams; Ana Acosta; Pat Alvis; Eric & Maria Anderson, Nicole, Ashley; Suzanne Arnold 

Luke 7:1-17 When Jesus heard this he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd that followed him, he said, “I tell you, not even in 

Israel have I found such faith.” (v.9) 

Jesus expressed surprise at finding the centurion in Capernaum to be of much faith and was moved to heal his slave. I wonder how those 

who witnessed the act of healing felt. I know that it is the acts of goodness I witness people doing for others that really touch my heart. 

When I see a young person helping an elder at the grocery store or the retired couple who pick up trash on their daily walks in my 

neighborhood, it just warms my heart. Lord, let me not forget to honor You with actions that put my faith to work. 

  

Joshua 13:14-32; Psalms 40, 54; Colossians 3:1-11 

 

 

Saturday, May 18 

Birthdays: Tommy Lamb, Carol McBee, Gabriel Oduola 

Prayers for:  Keith & Martha Armstrong; Gwen Arora; Clement Asuoha; Cody & Rachel Ault, Alex, Evelyn, Margaret, Charlotte; Jackie Austin 

Colossians 3:12-17 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. (v.14) 

Paul counsels the Colossian Christian community in the way to treat one another. I immediately thought of how one election year I had 

become so annoyed at the constant campaign phone calls, that I grabbed up the ringing phone and answered in a tone indicating my 

displeasure at the interruption. I was embarrassed to learn that the phone call was a parishioner inquiring if I could switch serving times 

with him. I hope I gave a suitable apology and changed my tone as Paul and the Lord would have me to do.  This verse reminds me that the 

trouble taken to co-ordinate my outfit with accessories, shoes, and purse, is not enough. I’ve forgotten the most important thing...clothing 

myself with love, so that I might treat those I encounter in a loving way. 

 

Joshua 14:1-15; Psalm 55; Luke 7:18-35 

 

Sunday, May 19 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for:  Jon Austin; Lourdes Aviles, Lance; Fehintolu Babayemi, Oluwabukunmi David; Oluwafolawemi Anne; Wayne Ballentine 

2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace gave us eternal 

comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word. (vv.16-17 NRSV) 

This is a characteristic biblical benediction. Paul, in one tightly packed sentence, enumerates wonderful blessings. He lists love, eternal 

comfort, good hope, strengthening, and the grace of the Father and the Son.  It reminds me of a book I read some time ago about blessing, 

especially on Sundays. The author suggested that when we attend a worship service, we seek to open ourselves to blessing from God, 

whether from the Scripture, the music, the sermon, or another person touching us, opening our heart. The other suggestion is that we be a 

conduit through which God can bless another person there. It may take boldness to offer words (the Scripture above gives some ideas) or 

even a direct smile, but the Holy Spirit will guide us as we try it and it will become easier week by week. If this becomes a habit on Sundays, 

it’s possible it will continue on Mondays and spill over into other areas of our lives as well. “Make me a blessing,” says the old hymn. 

 

Joshua 17:14-18; Psalms 24, 29; Matthew 7:7-14 

 

 

 

Monday, May 20 

Birthdays: John Zacharias 

Prayers for: Esmeralda Bastard; Maria Del Carmen Bastard; Kyla Bayang, Martin, Vicki; Bob & Mary Benning; Steve & Nanette Benoit 

Psalm 56 You have count of my tossing; put my tears in your bottle. Are they not in your record? (v.8) 

We love reading of the intimacy that New Testament people enjoyed with Jesus. Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, Peter and John, and Mary 

Magdalene, just to remember a few. The writer of Psalm 56, David, is the Old Testament person we usually associate with awareness of 

God’s presence even as he tossed on his bed trying to sleep in the midst of terror and fear.  I am a tosser. There are nights when I am sure I 

have set a world record. One such night God gave me a poem during my wakeful hours. This is the last verse. Many nights I have awakened 

in my bed, picturing my children learning to walk, going off to college, getting married, having children of their own. Worry clings as I toss in 

the sheets, forgetting they are also God’s children. The Father says, “Give it to me, Carolyn. Go to sleep.”  I join others in the intimacy of my 

relationship with God. He has a record of my tossing and of yours as well. 

 

Joshua 18:1-10; Psalms 57, 58; Colossians 3:18—4:18; Luke 7:36-50 

 

 

 

 

 

 


