
Wednesday, August 28 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Matt Willoughby, Meghan, Clare; Danny & Debbie Winkler, Jennifer; Addie Yeboah; David York; John & Kathryn Zacharias 

1 Kings 3:1-15 I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart… Moreover, I will give you what you have not 

asked for—both riches and honor—so that in your lifetime you will have no equal among kings. (vv.12, 13) 

This is a wonderful example of God granting a request and then giving so much more than the person asked—exceedingly and abundantly 

more. (See Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 3:20.) God seems to be in the business of lavishly rewarding the pure in heart; when one does the 

right thing with the right motive, God notices.  Solomon was told in a dream that he could ask the Lord for whatever he wanted, and 

Solomon requested, ”a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong”(v.9). Solomon, David’s son, 

became king when his father died, and since he was young and inexperienced and wanted to be a good king, he asked the Lord for what he 

knew he would need in order to rule righteously. I would guess that he was quite overwhelmed by God’s answer. In addition to wealth and 

honor, God went on to say that if Solomon walked in God’s ways, obeyed his statutes and commands as his father had done, he would be 

given a long life as well. And, as always, God fulfilled his promises. Solomon became, through God’s power, the wisest man who ever lived. 

Thank You, Lord, that You are a God of surprises, giving those who love You more than they ask. 

Psalm 119:1-24; Acts 27:9-26; Mark 14:1-11 

 

Thursday, August 29 

Birthdays: Gwen Arora, Benjamin Flores, Donna Graves 

Prayers for: Norma Abrams; Ana Acosta; Pat Alvis; Eric & Maria Anderson, Nicole, Ashley; Suzanne Arnold; Gwen Arora; Clement Asuoha 

Psalm 18:1-20 In my distress I called to the LORD; I cried to my God for help. From his temple he heard my voice; my cry came before 

him, into his ears. (v.6) 

I marvel at the constancy of God, always hearing my pleas for help, no matter how often I cry out. There is no request I could make that He 

wouldn’t listen to and respond. Sometimes I ask for a specific outcome and the answer is “no.” Often, I find that I keep coming back with 

the same plea, over and over again! Does that cause God to stop up His ears? Absolutely not. He always listens to His children.  How 

blessed we are to have a heavenly Father who always listens, not like earthly fathers (and mothers) who can pretend they are listening 

when they really aren’t; or like the father who hears and then chooses not to help because he thinks he is too busy to be bothered. God is 

not like the young mother who gets so impatient with her children’s chatter that she just shuts them out. Even if my cries to God seem 

bothersome, the fact that I choose to come to Him for help does please Him. Our heavenly Father longs for us to open our hearts to Him. 

There is both peace and comfort in understanding this characteristic of our Lord. Thank you, Jesus, for always hearing the cries of my heart. 

1 Kings 3:16-28; Acts 27:27-44; Mark 14:12-26 

 

 

Friday, August 30 

Birthdays: Fr, Bill Kotlan 

Prayers for: Cody & Rachel Ault, Alex, Evelyn, Margaret, Charlotte; Jackie Austin; Jon Austin; Lourdes Aviles, Lance; Wayne Ballentine 

Psalm 16 Those who run after other gods will suffer more and more. (v.4) 

Seeking elusive fulfillment seems to be true of people in every generation. I think that is because we have been created with a void in our 

hearts that can only be filled by God, and when we “run after other gods,” we are trying desperately to fill that void. It is not until we come 

face to face with the one true God, that we can begin to see the folly of our futile search.  In my lifetime, I have watched people who never 

found peace for their souls, and it was precisely because they were focusing on “other gods” which never satisfied the longing of their 

hearts. Instead, as the psalmist says, their sorrows increased, and on a variety of fronts—estrangements between friends and/or family, 

divorces, rebellious children, disappearing wealth, jobs lost, etc. No matter the particular circumstances, no peace was found.  However, for 

some people who “hit rock bottom,” they finally came to know Jesus—the one and only source of peace and lasting fulfillment. As he said 

in John 14:27, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives.”  If we don’t have this peace, all we must 

do is ask for it with a believing and repentant heart and it can be ours. Thank you, Jesus, for this wonderful gift. 

1 Kings 5:1—6:1, 7; Psalm 17; Acts 28:1-16; Mark 14:27-42 

 

 

Friday, August 31 

Birthdays: Bailey Giles, Heather Palmer 

Prayers for: Fehintolu Babayemi, Oluwabukunmi David, Oluwafolawemi Anne; Esmeralda Bastard; Maria Del Carmen Bastard 

1 Kings 7:51—8:21 “The LORD has kept the promise he made: I have succeeded David my father and now I sit on the throne of Israel, just 

as the LORD promised, and I have built the temple for the Name of the LORD, the God of Israel.” (v.20) 

Solomon is speaking to the “whole assembly of Israel,” gathered in Jerusalem for the dedication of the magnificent temple he has built for 

the Lord. We are told earlier in this book that it took 7 years to build and that thousands of men and artisans worked on it. Solomon 

arranged to have fine cedar wood sent from Lebanon, stones cut and dressed in quarries, gold to cover the floors and overlay much of the 

wood furnishings, large carved doors made of olive wood, and many other accessories made of gold and bronze. It must have been dazzling 

to behold.  I imagine Solomon was extraordinarily pleased to know he had done what the Lord had promised, building this glorious temple. 

His father, David, had wanted to build a temple, but God had said “no,” because His plan was for Solomon to build it. The Lord’s plans are 

often not our plans, but they are always best, and He never breaks His promises. The Lord is like none other.  Thank You, Lord, for revealing 

Yourself and Your promises through Your word, the Bible, and Your son, Jesus. 

Psalms 20, 21; Acts 28:17-31; Mark 14:43-52 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Thursday, August 1 

Birthdays: Fr. Larry DiSano, Ignacio Munguia 

Prayers for: James & Billie Johnson; Jill & Michael Johnson; Jim & Vicki Jones; Judith Jordan; Judy Kirk 

Acts 16:25-40 Then they preached the word of the Lord to him and all his household. (v.32) 

Years ago, while I was eating lunch at my favorite diner, a young man excitedly rushed in and announced to 

those of us sitting at the counter, “I was just walking along, very down and depressed about my life, feeling 

hopeless. I just blurted out, ‘I just wish somebody would care about me!’ All of a sudden I was overcome by a 

feeling of tremendous peace and warmth, like someone was holding me. Wow it was fantastic! I wish I knew 

where that feeling came from?”  All of us sitting at the counter were Christians. We all paid close attention to 

our food, saying nothing. The young man left, still excited, but without an answer.  I knew the answer. God 

reached out to him with an experience of caring, unconditional love. That’s all I would have needed to say. 

Saying that would have opened the door to share with him more about God’s love. Unfortunately, I kept 

silent.  I wonder how often we are given a real opportunity to witness to God’s love and healing power, and 

remain silent? 

2 Samuel 4:1-12; Psalms 70, 71; Mark 7:1-23 

 

 

 

Friday, August 2 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Joe & Penelope Kenney, Joshua, Aiden, Grace; Tiffany Kirkpatrick; Nancy Kison 

Mark 7:24-37 And he said to her, “For saying this you may go home happy; the devil has gone out of your 

daughter.” (v.29) 

Every time I hear this account of Jesus and the encounter with this woman, the first thought that comes to 

my mind is probably controversial.  When we think about Jesus of Nazareth, we often think that from the 

very beginning he knew the perfect answer for every response or question he encountered. We seldom think 

about his vision of the kingdom of God growing and expanding as he went along teaching and healing.  I think 

that in this encounter, his vision grew and expanded to include not only Jews, but also Gentiles. That growth 

and expansion laid the groundwork for the universal mission of the Church that Peter and Paul would realize.  

The truth is that the more we allow growth and expansion of our vision of the kingdom of God, the more we 

begin to realize the height, breadth, and depth of God’s unconditional love and acceptance, and the more 

miraculous and cosmic God’s love and acceptance becomes for us! 

2 Samuel 5:1-12; Psalm 69; Acts 17:1-15 

 

 

Saturday, August 3 

Birthdays: Hillary Gerber 

Prayers for: Roger & Paula Koehler; Fr. Bill & Anthea Kotlan, Erin; Patsy Kotlan, Jay; Nathan & Bonnie Kyser, Olivia, Elizabeth 

Acts 17:16-34 “As I strolled round looking at your sacred monuments, I noticed among other things an altar inscribed: To An Unknown 

God. In fact, the unknown God you revere is the one I proclaim to you.” (v.23b) 

When we set about proclaiming the Good News of God in Christ to others, we often start with passages from Scripture, or what the 

doctrine and experience our chosen faith community teaches. In this passage, Paul uses another approach. It’s actually a simple principle; 

start with the other’s experience and use that a basis for what you want to proclaim to them.  I know from my own experience this works. 

I’ve spent almost thirty years working to help other combat veterans heal and become whole from the spiritual trauma combat brings. That 

spiritual journey begins with sharing our combat experiences and the spiritual trauma they create. We move from that to talking about the 

healing that God in Christ have brought into my life and the lives of other veterans.  Frankly, these shared conversations don’t sound like 

something you’d hear in church. Yet, the Good News is proclaimed, heard, and responded to. The more we invite people to share the Good 

News as equals, the more that Good News will be heard! 

2 Samuel 5:22—6:11; Psalms 75, 76; Mark 8:1-10 

 

 

 

 

SSTT..  TTIIMMOOTTHHYY’’SS  TTIIMMEESS    

DDAAIILLYY  DDEEVVOOTTIIOONNAALL  RREEAADDIINNGG  
 

Used with permission from the Bible Reading Fellowship 

PO Box 380 Winter Park, Florida  32790 

Prayer for St. Timothy’s 
 

Most loving God, whose wisdom 

 has guided St. Timothy’s 

Anglican Church 

 since its beginning, 

 stir up your Spirit in our midst 

and lead us forward in the work 

we are called to do. 

Enable this congregation to 

continue in service to you and 

in ministry within and 

 beyond our walls. 

Cleanse us of petty rivalries, 

sensitivities, vanities, 

discourtesies – everything 

which distracts us, thus freeing 

us to rejoice in the good 

performed by others. 

Grant that we may be united in 

a common purpose and share in 

a single spirit… 

 your Spirit, Lord. 

Bless our work together that we 

may faithfully envision what you 

are calling us to be and to do, 

and bless our efforts to be 

faithful to your calling. 

Grant that your attractive 

goodness may be seen in all our 

faces, your warm accents of 
love heard in all our words, and 

in our lives may we show 

something of you to 

 all the world. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

AMEN. 
 



Sunday, August 4 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for:  Barbara Laake; Susan LaCoste; Tommy & Kathryn Lamb; Pat Landgren; Clarence Langlinais; Paul & Caye Lankford 

2 Samuel 6:12-23 And when she saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD; she despised him in her heart. (v.16 NIV) 

When we make a port of call at the church on Sunday mornings, God desires that our on-shore excursion be a meaningful worship 

experience. Too often, however, there are more warships observable in the inner harbor of our souls than worship. In fact, the armada of 

dueling forces arguing over music and drama and dance and liturgy is churning up quite a wake on the sea of North American Christianity. 

So why is it that we have such a problem with people who employ body language as a way of ascribing worth to God? Bi-lingual capability is 

an asset in corporate America and in the public school environment. It’s a pre-requisite for missionaries. So why is it viewed with suspicion 

in the church?  As David escorted the Ark of the Lord back to Jerusalem, he was overcome with joy and praise. Mouthing the sacred 

prayers, looking pious, and raising his hands wasn’t enough. With animated abandon, he freely and joyfully worshiped God. Sadly, his wife 

refused to give him the benefit of the doubt for what she didn’t understand.  May we be more accepting and willing to experiment. 

Psalms 93, 96; Romans 14:7-12; John 1:43-51 

 

Wednesday, August 5 

Birthdays: Evelyn Trevino 

Prayers for: Kristen Lawrence; Colwyn & Krista Lee; Robert & Mary Legler; Paul & Stephanie Leonard; Linda Llewellyn; Luz Longoria  
2 Samuel 7:1-17 “He said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a house of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.” (v.2b) 

Most churches that enter into building programs have a good reason to ask for money. Either the old facility is just too old to handle the 

demands of a contemporary congregation’s needs, or the congregation is experiencing a level of numerical growth that requires additional 

space.  In the case of King David, there was another reason to enter into a capital expansion campaign. The homes of the worshipers were a 

whole lot nicer than the camel skin tent that housed the holy place of God. David thought that God was entitled to more than He was 

getting.  There’s a timeless principle here. The standard of living we enjoy provides a backdrop for our level of participation in the church 

budget. God is the source of all we have and is therefore entitled to more than a token gratuity. Our gifts to the Lord through the ministry 

of our local church should be an amount that requires us to skimp elsewhere.  There are many types of giving of our gifts to the Lord. We 

can give our time, our talents, our prayers, our service, and we can give of our money. All that is important. But what God wants more than 

anything else is our hearts filled with love for Him and for each other. 

Psalm 80; Acts 18:1-11; Mark 8:11-21 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, August 6 

Birthdays: Barbara Garney 

Prayers for: Chris & Diane Lolley, Lauren; Dorothy Lowrie; Linda Lutkus, Lauren; Andrew & Sandy Mann, Marian, Maggie 

2 Samuel 7:18-29 Then King David went in and sat before the LORD, and he said: “Who am I, Sovereign Lord, and what is my family, that 

you have brought me this far?” (v.18) 

David isn’t the perfect role model that he is sometimes portrayed to be like a Van Gogh painting—he looks better from a distance than 

when you start examining the details. But, in spite of his moral indiscretions and poor parenting skills, he has an enviable humility toward 

God. He is never quite able to get over the fact that God has showered him with blessing after blessing. Like someone walking in the warm 

rain on summer night, David refuses an umbrella. He would rather experience the full impact of God’s goodness being outpoured on him. 

And the reason? He didn’t feel entitled or deserving.  How about you? If you’re honest, are you still blown away by the good things God has 

allowed to come into your life (or that of your family)? Or have you begun to take for granted your health, your income, and your more 

than adequate home? Why not take some time today to compile a list of all God has drenched you with (that you really aren’t all that 

worthy of). But don’t stop with the list. Let your lips borrow David’s language and your heart his humility. 

Psalm 78:1-39; Acts 18:12-28; Mark 8:22-33 

 

 

 

Wednesday, August 7 

Birthdays: Lauren Fennell 

Prayers for: Galen & Jody Mansee; Happy Mapunda; Trey & Pam Marrs; Ambrosia Marvin; Fr. Nazir & Agnes Masih, Samia; Mike Mason 

2 Samuel 9:1-13 And Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, because he always ate at the king’s table; he was lame in both feet. (v.13) 

From a wasted place in a lifeless land of fear (a desert of desolation) a lame lad crawls to a place of grace in a palace of belonging (a table of 

abundance).  The son of a prince who’d never be king by the king’s invitation comes.  Without fanfare (but no longer afraid), he is lavished 

with love deserved by another. 

Psalm 119:97-120; Acts 19:1-10; Mark 8:34—9:1 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, August 24 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Bill & Debbie Taylor, Katherine, Charlie, Bella; Linda Tervay; Greg & Terry Thomas; Lucy Tischler; Stacey Tortorice 

2 Samuel 23:1-7, 13-17 “If my house were not right with God, surely he would not have made with me an everlasting covenant, arranged 

and secured in every part.” (v.5a) 

Have you picked up a theme in our meditations this week? The truth of God’s covenant didn’t just coincidentally appear in our readings—it 

is a vital component in God’s revelation of Himself and our understanding of Him.  Beginning with Adam, then Noah, Abram, and David, 

God makes, clarifies, and refines His ultimate promise: To destroy our enemy and to restore us to fellowship with Him. This is all made 

possible in the finished work of God Himself—Jesus Christ!  In Thursday’s Gospel reading, Jesus boils down the Law: Love God and love your 

neighbor. Once we are forgiven through the blood of Christ, we are capable of truly loving God and empowered by the Holy Spirit to love 

others.  Take the time to compare the blessings in Deuteronomy 28 with Psalm 144. This is an awesome truth and one that we must 

intentionally take hold of each day. Appropriate your birthright. Set fear aside. Live boldly in Christ! Put your house in order, for He has 

made with you an everlasting covenant, arranged and secured in every part! 

Psalms 137, 144; Acts 25:13-27; Mark 13:1-13 

 

Sunday, August 25 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Jim & Elaine Tumy, Jack; Mary Lee Turk; Jose & Brenda Valencia; Dick & Marlene Van Horne; Pete Varney; George & Sandra Vick 

John 8:12-20 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.” (v.12 NIV) 

From the physical to the spiritual, the contrast of the light and the dark is striking. In a painting, the stronger the contrast between light and 

dark, the more interesting the painting becomes. Daily the world cycles between periods of light (daytime) and periods of darkness 

(nighttime). If you walk into your house at night, you reach for a light source so that you don’t stumble around in the dark. Walking in 

darkness can result in injury to your body or maybe breakage of items you bump into! Understanding these basic physical concepts of light 

and dark lays the groundwork for understanding the spiritual concepts of light and darkness.  Jesus is the light of the world. If we are true 

followers of Jesus, we need never live in spiritual darkness again. He promises us this and he never breaks his promises. The longer we walk 

with him, the more we begin to grasp the reality of the spiritual contrast. Jesus opens our eyes ever wider as we continue walking, so that 

we begin to realize how greatly blessed we are to have this light within us. As it says in Psalm 119:105, “your word is a lamp to my feet and 

a light for my path.”  Thanks be to God for giving us the light of life! 

2 Samuel 24:1-2, 10-25; Psalms 146, 147; Galatians 3:23—4:7 

 

 

Wednesday, August 26 

Birthdays: Kris Heeter, Judith Jordan, John Pegues 

Prayers for: Chris & Lisa Wanner, Matthew, Nicholas; Ray & Suzi Waters; Mike & Anna Weil; Kent & Tracey Weissling, Sean, Jeff 

Acts 26:1-23 “I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so 

that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.” (vv.17b-18) 

Paul is quoting the words that Jesus spoke to him after his conversion on the Damascus road; this is part of Paul’s defense, spoken to King 

Agrippa as he pleads for his release from prison. As with each person who shares the gospel on behalf of the Lord Jesus, Paul explains that 

his job is to open eyes and turn nonbelievers from darkness to the light. That is always the objective: a spiritual awakening to understand 

that darkness is the domain of Satan, but light is God’s arena.  Paul’s very life illustrates the contrast of light and dark, God and Satan. Blind 

to the truth for many years, Paul went about persecuting the early believers until one day Jesus blinded him with his brightness and 

brought about Paul’s conversion. Like Paul, I was blind to the truth of the gospel but, unlike Paul, I never persecuted others for their belief. I 

went to church fairly regularly, but didn’t want to hear about the need to be born again! I was stumbling in the dark and didn’t even realize 

it. But the gracious and merciful Father sent some wonderful people into my life, and they literally prayed me into the kingdom.  Thank You, 

Lord, for Your amazing grace, patience, and love. 

1 Kings 1:5-31; Psalms 1, 2, 3; Mark 13:14-27 

 

Tuesday, August 27 

Birthdays: Lances Aviles 

Prayers for: David & Helen Weigand, Alaina, Cassie, Nicole, Nathaniel, Charlie, Emma, Bailey; Erma Wetmore; Joe Boyd & Kate Williams 

Mark 13:28-37 “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.” (v.31) 

I am in my seventies now, and I have had a number of friends and family members pass away. The “passing away” of human life is a given; 

we all will eventually. Jesus is saying here that at some point in time, heaven and earth as we know it will also pass away. Hard to imagine 

that, isn’t it?  However, the words of Jesus will never pass away. They are life and they are eternal. They are the light in the darkness. Isaiah 

20:8 says, “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever.” In Peter’s first letter, he quotes this very verse 

from Isaiah. The word of the Lord endures forever, just like his love. Psalm 136 repeats these words no less than 26 times: “His love endures 

forever.”  When I ponder Jesus saying his words are going to endure forever, I connect this with his love. They are both eternal; they will 

never end! That is quite a comforting thought, especially in light of the knowledge that my life on this earth will end. Because I have been 

saved by the grace of God, I know that I will ultimately live forever in Jesus, basking in the light of his words and love. 

Thank you, blessed Jesus, that I will always be able to count on you. 

1 Kings 1:38—2:4; Psalms 5,6; Acts 26:24—27:8 



Tuesday, August 20 

Birthdays: Keegan Novakosky 

Prayers for: Fr. Michael & Rachel Schwandt, Margaret; Scotty Scott & Beth Dickenson; Warren & Donna Settles, Linden, Ethan, Deanna 

Psalm 121 I lift up my eyes to the mountains—where does my help come from? (v.1) 

This psalm holds a special place in my heart. It’s the one read during our wedding in 1979. Its significance changed years later when I 

learned that this verse is an example of biblical sarcasm.  The local practice at the time of the writing of this psalm was to erect idols and 

altars on high places throughout Israel. Such places were repulsive to God. Times of revival were often accompanied by campaigns to tear 

down the high places (i.e. Leviticus 26:30, 2 Kings 18:4, and Isaiah 36:7).  After becoming a Christian, I gradually came to realize that I still 

maintained “high places” in my life. Horoscopes and superstitions were but two examples of baggage that I brought with me into my 

redeemed existence. When I become aware of these vestiges of my “old flesh” I consciously and deliberately challenge them as a form of 

self-discipline. It may annoy some not to hear “God bless” after sneezing (a superstition from times of plague), but it reminds me of verse 2: 

“My help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.” 

2 Samuel 18:9-18; Psalms 120, 122, 123; Acts 23:12-24; Mark 11:27—12:12 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, August 21 

Birthdays: Mark Doremus, Josephine Mayanga 

Prayers for: Grant & Heather Seiver, Wade, Mackenzie, Savannah, Isaac, Abigail, Luke; Valerie Shepherd; Avril Smith; Brenda Spiess, Lauren 

Psalm 119:145-176 Let me live that I may praise you, and may your laws sustain me. (v.175) 

What a remarkable request. How often in our culture and even in our churches do we hear just the opposite: “Let me decide what’s best 

for me.”  It is a true saying, “The more things change the more they stay the same.” Humanity continues wrestling with the temptation in 

the Garden— “God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” (Genesis 3:5). 

Since the beginning we’ve wanted to be master of our own destiny; skeptical of God and His love for us. We want to indulge ourselves with 

things that promise fulfillment, pleasure, or understanding.  God has a better way to live. Culturally it’s not often popular or even seems 

counter-intuitive. But if we’re willing to trust Him, we will grow in “the knowledge and love of God” and realize that His laws do, indeed, 

sustain us while the world’s ways lead to destruction.  “May my tongue sing of your word, for all your commands are righteous” (v.172). 

Trust Him today in whatever you face. 

2 Samuel 18:19-23; Acts 23:23-35; Mark 12:13-27 

 

 

 

Thursday, August 22 

Birthdays: Parker Muskiet 

Prayers for: David Sierra & Nina Torres, Alondra, Andrea; Eric & Myschel Spiess, Kevin; Troy Spiess, Coltin, Gavin; Frank & Pat Stahl  

Psalm 132 LORD remember David and all his self-denial. (v.1) 

The word “remember” has an important role throughout the Old Testament. Often, it’s directed toward God’s people. They are exhorted to 

bring to mind their experiences with Him in order to repent of their sin, be grateful for His blessings, or be spurred to action. Sometimes, as 

in today’s psalm, the word is directed to God—as if He were capable of forgetting!  Earlier this week we mediated on the covenantal love of 

God. This loyal affection, promised by word and deed, is unbreakable. Were God to break covenant, He would cease to be God. Asking God 

to remember is not to suggest that He forgot. He is constantly and continually attentive to His covenant. In the Bible, those who ask God to 

remember become strengthened in their own faith (i.e. Judges 16:28, 1 Samuel 1:11).  I’ve learned in my walk with Jesus that prayer 

changes me. By asking God to “remember” we open ourselves up to contemplating His faithfulness and powerful works in our life, become 

resolved in our reliance on Him, and walk confidently in “knowledge and love.” 

2 Samuel 19:1-23; Psalms 131, 133; Acts 24:1-23; Mark 12:28-34 

 

 

 

Friday, August 23 

Birthdays: Kathy Freeman, Jason Mickelis, Martha Rodabaugh 

Prayers for: Greg Staten; Lee & Dianna Stein; Julie Stevenson; Eric & Sylvia Stewart; Anne Sundquist; Fred & Charlotte Talley 

Psalm 140 May burning coals fall on them; may they be thrown into the fire, into miry pits, never to rise. (v.10) 

Who can honestly say that this thought hasn’t ever crossed our minds or lips? Whether out of resentment, jealousy, perhaps even zealotry 

for the Lord, we can be tempted to recite the psalmist’s petition while thinking of others.  Tying in today’s reading from Acts, we see Paul 

being persecuted. Imprisoned unfairly, he remains under house arrest for over two years by a ruler who anticipates a bribe. While we do 

not know all that Paul contemplated during this period of captivity, we do know that he used much of the time to share his personal 

testimony of faith in Jesus Christ to the provincial governor, his wife, and dignitaries.  Perhaps it was during this period of persecution that 

Paul considered the imprecations of the psalm and was transformed by the Holy Spirit to realize that those same coals on those same heads 

could present a fragrant offering to the Lord (Romans 12:20).  Rather than spending time concocting tortures for our enemies, pray God’s 

blessings on them and be liberated! “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” (Romans 12:21). 

2 Samuel 19:24-43; Psalm 142; Acts 24:24—25:12; Mark 12:35-44 

Thursday, August 8 

Birthdays: Cassie Giles 

Prayers for: Mickey & Martha Ann Matkin; Jim Maxey & Barbara Garney; Josephine Mayanga; Javier Mayor; Carol McBee 

2 Samuel 11:1-27 In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king’s men and the whole Israelite 

army. (v.1) 

My real estate friend reminds me that there are three keys to profiting from one’s property. The first is location, the second is location, and 

the third is location. But location is also a key to making a sound spiritual investment.  King David lost his shirt (literally) because he wasn’t 

in the location where he should have been. After Palestine’s rainy winter season, kings were expected to accompany their troops into 

battle. But Israel’s popular king wasn’t in the field with his army; he was at home in Jerusalem. Because he was where he shouldn’t have 

been, he did what he shouldn’t have done.  Just as David found himself vulnerable to temptation by being in the wrong place at the wrong 

time, we, too, can make the same mistake. Unless we pay careful attention to the situations we put ourselves in, we may have to pay a big 

price. When we disregard the warnings in God’s word and the flashing neon signs of His Holy Spirit, we are setting ourselves up for disaster. 

Psalms 83, 145; Acts 19:11-20; Mark 9:2-13  

 

 

Friday, August 9 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Francesca Mba-Jonas, Rollins, Jacqlyne; Nancy McCracken; Katie McKinley; Sara McKinley; Jim & Marty Medford 

2 Samuel 12:1-14 “You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.” (v.12) 

When I was a little kid, my mom could tell when I was shading the truth or hiding a devious deed. “Be sure your sins will find you out!” 

she’d say.  I didn’t know it at the time, but that is scriptural. The Bible repeatedly warns us that sin (like a cancer) grows. It has a way of 

escaping from closets. It refuses to sign an affidavit insisting on silence. When we sin, we may think it’s just a private matter. We may 

naively believe no one will ever find out. But because every sin we commit is ultimately a trespass against the holiness of God, God knows 

even when others don’t.  David learned the hard way. Rather than confessing his sin right away, nearly a year went by before Nathan 

confronted him. The fruit of his adultery had been born. And now David was called to bear the public shame of the private pain he’d 

covered up. Even when a sin doesn’t result in a baby, it does result in a life of its own.  The moral of the story is this: Be quick to confess 

when you fail. Accept God’s forgiveness, but call on His grace to embrace the inevitable fallout. 

Psalm 88; Acts 19:21-41; Mark 9:14-29 

 

 

 

Saturday, August 10 

Birthdays: Ana Acosta, Bill Davies, Declan Ritts 

Prayers for: Clayton Melanson; Ernie Midgley; Dennis & Tacie Miller; Lois Miller; Ignacio & Severina Munguia; Mark & Alice Norman, Hannah  

2 Samuel 12:15-31 So David mustered the entire army and went to Rabbah, and attacked and captured it. (v.29) 

A year had passed. The time when kings go out to war was here again. David had learned his lesson. It had been a costly lesson. The king 

wasn’t walking the palace rooftop on a warm spring night scanning the skyline for bathing beauties, that’s for sure. He was in a tent on the 

battlefield miles from home with his troops. And the Lord honored his obedience.  There’s encouragement here for all of us. Failure is only 

truly failure when we fail to learn from our mistakes. As much as we grieve the mistakes we’ve made in the past, we can’t undo them. 

Gratefully, when we confess our sins to God, He forgives us. The confessed wrongs can become stepping-stones to a higher level of living. 

The secret is to quit rationalizing our past mistakes and own up what God knows is true. In other words, quit lingering in the location of 

regret and find the location of fresh starts.  Remember. Location, location, location. 

Psalms 87, 90; Acts 20:1-16; Mark 9:30-41 

 

 

Sunday, August 11 

Birthdays: Mary Ellen Harrington, Joe Kenney 

Prayers for: Jeff & Lisa Musick, Alex, Zach, Ben; Blake & Lauren Muskiet, Ethan, Parker; Dele & Kemi Oduola, Francisca, Gabriel 

Romans 15:1-13 Those of us who have a robust conscious must accept as our own burden the tender scruples of weaker men, and not 

consider ourselves. Each of us must consider his neighbor and think what is for his good and will build up the common life. (vv.1-2 NEB) 

Community is a group of people through which God works. Communities give us the opportunity to live supported by the individualistic 

nature of Jesus’ love and forgiveness. How we treat other people—in our community, large or small, in this world of diversity—can be seen 

as mirroring the way we treat Jesus. When I ask myself how I’m doing in helping the poor, the sick, those alone, prisoners, the rich, the 

mentally ill, etc., I’m afraid my score needs improvement.  One memorable person, who became an employee, went through a change 

where he was very attentive to the good of the groups he worked with. He grew quickly in his job. With more responsibility came the need 

for him to speak at staff meetings. Panic! Fear! With God’s grace, and his faith, he did a fantastic job. Confidence began to grow. We 

practice servant leadership, which he embraced. He gained much practice in looking out for the needs of the group as well as the 

individuals. Sermons and speaking in front of large groups are now a part of his life. 

2 Samuel 13:1-22; Psalms 66, 67; John 3:22-36 

 

 

 



Wednesday, August 12 

Birthdays: Jacob Dear, Dena Fennell, Joshua Kenney 

Prayers for: Alfred Ongiro; Clarence & Chidimma Onunekwu, Kendrick, Adanna; Rudy & Trisha Ortiz, Evelyn, Angilina; Lizbeth Oviedo 

Mark 9:42-50 “For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is a good thing; but if the salt loses its saltness, what will you season it with? 

Have salt in yourselves; and be at peace with one another.” (vv.49-50) 

I have lost some of my saltness and I am looking for salt rejuvenation. Without the excitement, zest, and flavor which salt brings, life can be 

flat. I believe my level of saltness is directly related to my spiritual discipline. If I don’t take the time to listen to God and communicate, 

there’s no possibility that I can restock my salt supplies.  The external and internal rewards I received for hard work are well ingrained. I 

cannot access happiness and peace through completion of tasks and projects like I thought I could. The external reward system that existed 

in my family, and that I adopted as my own, was quite helpful in being successful in the world, but was an impediment to hearing God. This 

reward system has been evolving since I was a little girl. I learned that my saltness was not defined by my working and completing projects. 

Saltness comes through the difficult times of life where I have been faced with significant challenges coming from all directions, involving 

personal health issues and family and friends’ problems. After adapting, changing, growing with each new issue, these fires helped promote 

my saltness. 

2 Samuel 13:23-39; Psalm 89:1-18; Acts 20:17-38  

 

 

Tuesday, August 13 

Birthdays: Nancy Kison, Dianna Stein 

Prayers for: James & Caroline Osteen; Paul & Heather Palmer; Chris & Meagan Patton, Christopher, Cohen; Liz Pearsey; John & Tracy Pegues 

Mark 10:1-16 “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother, and be made one with his wife and the two shall become one 

flesh. It follows that they are no longer two individuals: they are one flesh. What God has joined together, man must not separate.” 

(vv.7-9) 

What does it mean for two people to be one flesh? It points to a married couple that depends on each other for life itself. If one person is 

hurt, the other one is too. The better integrated the two people are, the more willing they are to adapt to change and the more flexible 

they can be. The confidence that this can instill in the couple helps during the difficult times. Each person has their specific gifts that, 

together with their partner, work as one with synergy that makes the whole greater than just adding the sum of the parts.  Marriage ebbs 

and flows with beautiful mountain top experiences, precarious yet magnificent waterfalls, and dangerous crevices. With God as the glue 

that holds us together, we have been able to weather storms and experiences in life that were challenging. We also learned that, for the 

health of the marriage, it was important to take preventive measures to maximize our healthiness. Attending Marriage Encounter was one 

step that I especially found helpful. We also had date nights, even when the kids were young. Growth groups made up of couples were 

encouraging and inspiring. 

2 Samuel 14:1-20; Psalms 97, 99, 100; Acts 21:1-14 

 

Wednesday, August 14 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Mike & Jane Pavelka, Pam, Nicholas; Matthew & Ginger Phillips, William, Isabelle; June Powell; Steve & Carol Powell 

Mark 10:17-31 “But Master,” he replied, “I have kept all of these since I was a boy.” Jesus looked straight at him; his heart warmed to 

him and he said, “One thing you lack: go sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have riches in heaven; and come 

follow me.” At these words his face fell and he went away with a heavy heart; for he was a man of great wealth. (vv.20-22) 

This is a big issue which requires openness and a genuine desire to answer the question. How does God want me to maximize the gifts, the 

experience, the time, the financial resources he has entrusted to me? I have seen that the more we give of what God has given us, the 

more we are blessed and entrusted with additional resources. How I allocate these God-given gifts/resources is in part how I worship God; 

how I feed the hungry; the ways in which I utilize my time; how I take care of myself and my family; and how I share my talents. This is how 

I follow Jesus and accept his calling.  People with a lot of resources must be diligent to prevent making their wealth their God. It is more 

difficult if one has not had the experience of relying on God for the large and small problems in life. 

2 Samuel 14:21-33; Psalms 101, 109; Acts 21:15-26 
 

Thursday, August 15 

Birthdays: Karen Isherwood 

Prayers for: Susan Pride; Mike & Cecelia Railey; Adrian & Eliana Ramirez, Esmeralda, Fernanda, Adrian; David & Carol Ray; Alan & Jan Rendl 

Psalm 105:1-22 Give the LORD thanks and invoke him by name, make his deeds known in the world around. Pay him honour with song 

and psalm think upon all his wonders. Exult in his hallowed name; let those who seek the LORD be joyful in heart. (vv.1-3). 

My parents love God and share a joyful, loving image of how we can live by the truths Christ taught us through parables and example. They 

have demonstrated, by the way they live, the power of God and how He can empower us and others with the compassion and forgiveness 

necessary to address the problem we are called to help solve. My parents have shown me how to respond when the Lord asks “Whom shall 

I send?” with an “It is I, Lord.”  The way I present my parents is idyllic. They both have had their real struggles and have had to work very 

hard to be a “Wounded Healer”. God uses me to share my stories and help others to feel the Holy Spirit working in them. My mom is 

reviewing her life at 90 years old and her main focus is how amazing God has been with healings and bringing the right people to her at key 

times in her life. She is filled with gratitude for the demonstration of God’s all-consuming love in her life. It is natural for her to share these 

many events with others who might need the good news. 
 

2 Samuel 15:1-18; Acts 21:27-36; Mark 10:32-45 

Friday, August 16 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Tony & Nema Redding; Braden Richter & Jessica Bradbury; Corey & Sloane Ritts, Declan, Elyn, Lochlan; Ted & Donna Ritts, Eric 

Mark 10:46-52 “What do you want me to do for you?” “Master’ the blind man answered,” I want my sight back.” Jesus said to him, “Go; 

your faith has cured you.” And at once he recovered his sight and followed him on the road. (vv.51-52) 

Healings have always intrigued me. I’ve read the Bible and other religious books as well as secular ones. There seems to be many levels of 

healing, from a full physical healing to no obvious improvement.  My brother died when he was 27 of colon cancer that had already spread 

to his liver. I could not believe it. We came together as a family and church family. We cleansed ourselves of unhealed memories and did 

confessions so we wouldn’t block any healing light. We ate a macrobiotic diet; he married; his wife was baptized.  I want a simple recipe 

that cooks the same way every time—so I know what to do and what I can expect. There have been many healings—movement towards 

wholeness—in our family. I was blessed immensely on several occasions when I tried to go into preterm labor. A friend who counseled 

people said to me on the morning of my brother’s death, “There are a few questions I want to ask God when I arrive at the pearly gates, 

and one is, ‘Why this one?’” 

2 Samuel 15:19-37; Psalm 102; Acts 21:37—22:16 

 

 

Saturday, August 17 

Birthdays: Robin Cross, James Johnson 

Prayers for: Martha Rodabaugh, Lauren, Cassie; Kathy Rohm; David Ronkainer; Al Rosso; Ramin Salbi; Kay Sanford; Dick & Jackie Savacool 

Acts 22:17-29 “Make haste”, he said, “and leave Jerusalem without delay, for they will not accept your testimony about me.” “Lord,” I 

said, “they know that I imprisoned those who believe in thee and flogged them in every synagogue; and when the blood of Stephen thy 

witness was shed I stood by, approving, and I looked after the clothes of those who killed him.” But he said to me “Go, for I am sending 

you far away to the Gentiles.” (vv.18-21) 

I find that for many reasons I will shut down and be closed-minded in a situation to what is actually happening. This is true about many of 

the atrocities that occur today throughout the world. I wonder what it would be like to pull my head out of the sand and think about one 

issue and how God’s profound grace and his infinite love can help us move toward the solutions. I’m not always open to listening to other 

people and I can dismiss their point of view without really thinking or praying about it.  During the times when I am closed off, I stick my 

head in the sand and try to ignore how much hate there is in the world, in our country, and even in our small towns. It often means I have 

placed other priorities ahead of my relationship with Jesus. My spiritual journey has been up and down, with a deep, strong core forming 

my ultimate faith. I find for myself it is critical to be disciplined, with activity that enhances my relationship to God. 

2 Samuel 16:1-23; Psalm 107:33-43, 108; Mark 11:1-11 

 

 

Sunday, August 18 

Birthdays: Abigail Seiver 

Prayers for:  Horacio & Leticia Salazar Jr, Manuel, Elizabeth, Horacio, Victor III, Santos; Debbie Schaberg, Emma; Charles & Jennifer Scherzer 

Psalm 118 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever. (v.1 NIV) 

Why in the world would God love me? That question looms large whenever I find myself struggling with habitual sin, or feelings of 

unworthiness and disappointment. Why, God? Why do You bother?  Today’s readings hint at the reason. God loves us because He 

promised to. It is that simple.  God entered into a covenant with Himself in order to guarantee His promises, including that “all peoples on 

earth will be blessed through (Abram).” God swore an oath to Himself and conducted a blood sacrifice to demonstrate, by word and deed, 

the seriousness of His intent. That means if God breaks His promise, He would stop being God!  God’s love for us is all about Him! When we 

struggle with feelings of being unlovable the problem is in the receiver, not the transmitter. In a poem on sin, Michel Quoist refines the 

psalmist’s refrain, “His love endures forever” this way: “Do you think there is a limit to God’s love? Ask my pardon and get up quickly. You 

see, it’s not falling that is the worst, but staying on the ground.” 

2 Samuel 17:1-23; Psalm 118; Galatians 3:6-14; John 5:30-47 

 

 

Wednesday, August 19 

Birthdays: Dennis Miller, Fernanda Ramirez 

Prayers for:  Aaron & Mary Scherzer, Simon, Amelia, Eleanor; Dennis & Rene Schiltz, Mckenna, Brennan, Maggie; Ronnie & Lucy Sefcik 

Psalm 106:1-18 But they soon forgot what he had done and did not wait for his plan to unfold. (v.13) 

It’s amazing to see coastal hurricane sites being rebuilt. Forgetfulness is a feature of humanity.  I’ve cried out for God’s help only to admit 

later that had I remained closer to Him no crisis would have arisen. “Lord, don’t let me stray so far,” I’ve prayed afterward, soon to forget. 

Sometimes it’s due to pride or rebellion, but often it’s simply neglect. All relationships suffer from lack of intimacy!  Richard Foster’s 

“Covenant Prayer” said it well: “Blessed Savior, I pace back and forth at the altar of commitment. I really do want a fixed habit of prayer. At 

least, that is what I want right now. I’m not sure if that is what I will want two weeks from now. I do know that without some kind of 

consistent communion with you I will not know holy obedience. So, as best I can, I promise to set aside time regularly for prayer, 

meditation, and spiritual reading. Strengthen me in this covenant. Help me to so delight in your presence that I will want to come home to 

you often.” Amen! 

2 Samuel 17:24—18:8; Acts 22:30—23:11; Mark 11:12-16 

 


