
Saturday, September 28 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Javier Mayor; Francesca Mba-Jonas, Rollins, Jacqlyne; Carol McBee; Nancy McCracken; Katie McKinley, Sara McKinley 

Matthew 6:19-24 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of light.” (v.22) 

Recall the song, Be Careful Little Eyes What You See? You probably sung it in Sunday school or listened to your kids singing it in the back 

seat on the way home from church. It is also said that the eyes are the window into the soul. Once we see something, it is hard to erase it 

from our minds. Psychologists say it can actually change the chemical reactions in our brain.  There is a lot out there in plain sight we should 

not be seeing these days. Porn, even among Christians, is epidemic for men—and more increasingly, for women. It reduces the love 

bonding to a selfish act of pleasure-seeking at the expense of another person. Soon, the person into porn can no longer be satisfied with 

the love of their partner without fantasizing it is with someone else.  The same can be said for the violence on TV and in the popular videos 

being played. Maimed and murdered victims are seen as targets. Are we, as a society, becoming immune to the viciousness of 

victimization?  This next week, pay attention to what you watch. Don’t be afraid to close your eyes and turn away or turn it off. Don’t let 

the darkness in. Stay in the light where you can see others as creatures loved by their God and treat each with dignity and respect. 

 

2 Kings 11:1-20a; Psalms 87, 90; 1 Corinthians 7:10-24 

 

 

Sunday, September 29 

Birthdays: Rachel Ault, Chase Clarke, Leobardo Gallegos, Carlos Hernandez 

Prayers for: Jim & Marty Medford; Clayton Melanson; Ernie Midgley; Dennis & Tacie Miller; Lois Miller; Ignacio & Severina Munguia 

Acts 9:36-43 Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, 

“Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. (v.40 NIV) 

It was the power of the risen Christ working through Peter that brought Tabitha back from the dead. Stories like these from the Book of 

Acts reveal that Jesus, who is alive forevermore, continues to carry out his ministry of healing and restoration, bringing new life to our souls 

and bodies. Except that now, ours are the hands, feet, and voices through which he works. It’s an awesome responsibility!  I was spiritually 

dead before I came to know Jesus. In my life-transforming encounter with the risen Christ, it was as though he took my hand and said, “Get 

up! Rise to new life in me.” There are so many people in our world who are dying in their sins and desperately need salvation and the hope 

of resurrection. My ardent prayer is for them to come to know the Jesus who raises all of us from the dead. 

 

2 Kings 17:1-18; Psalms 66, 67; Luke 5:1-11 

 

 

Monday, September 30 

Birthdays: Chris Boggs 

Prayers for: Jeff &  Lisa Musick, Alex, Zach, Ben; Blake & Lauren Muskiet, Ethan, Parker; Gwen Nix; Mark & Alice Norman 

Matthew 6:25-34 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. 

Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes?” (v.25) 

Remember the old Mad Magazine’s fictitious character, Alfred E. Neuman, who was famous for his one-liner, “What, me worry?” I can 

relate. My husband, who has a phlegmatic personality, says, “I don’t worry about something until I have to.” As for me, it’s, “I’ll worry 

about something until I don’t have to.” As a Christian, I know that Jesus taught us we should not worry or be anxious about anything. 

Rather, we need to trust in and rely on him. But it’s hard for those of us who are nervous people to start with. A friend of ours had a very 

nervous dog they actually named “Anxious.” Again, I can relate.  But if we follow this teaching of Jesus in his Sermon on the Mount, maybe 

it would be easier to start with not fretting about food or clothing. Then, move on to not “anxiousing” about bigger things (money, 

relationships, work, the future, etc.). After all, God can handle it! 

 

2 Kings 17:24-41; Psalm 89:1-18; 1 Corinthians 7:25-31 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sunday, September 1 

Birthdays: Kaylee Daigle 

Prayers for: Kyla Bayang, Martin, Vicki; Bob & Mary Benning; Steve & Nanette Benoit; Ken & Patti Bill 

1 Kings 8:22-40 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in front of the entire community of Israel. 

He lifted his hands toward heaven, and he prayed. (vv.22-23a NLT) 

I admit I have preconceived notions of what prayer should look and sound like. Here, it says Solomon was 

standing and his hands were lifted toward heaven. This picture looks a bit different from one who is seated 

with their head bowed and eyes closed, which is how I most often think of prayer.  The Bible is full of 

examples regarding prayer. Something that sticks out to me about this is the variety of postures, places and 

people who pray. There are private prayers and corporate prayers. Some are spoken loudly and some softly. 

Some involve weeping, and some are filled with happiness and joy.  When we pray, God is not concerned or 

interested in how we do it, but that we simply do it. We are free to cry out or be silent, open our eyes or close 

them, sit or stand, or pray alone or with others. How will you worship God through prayer today? 

 

Psalms 148, 149, 150; 1 Timothy 4:7b-16; John 8:47-59 

 

 

 

Monday, September 2 

Birthdays: Jon Austin 

Prayers for: Anne Birkhead; Ed & Zonia Bock; Jim & Kathy Boggs, Chris; Ruby Bosh, JB; Bob & Bonnie Boyce 

Mark 14:53-65 But Jesus was silent and made no reply. Then the high priest asked him, “Are you the 

Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” Jesus said, “I AM. And you will see the Son of Man seated in the 

place of power at God’s right hand and coming on the clouds of heaven.” (vv.61-62) 

Jesus knew his time to be delivered over to death was at hand. He did not need to defend himself. He 

understood everything that was happening was fulfilling prophecy. He was confident that God would 

accomplish His plan concerning himself. He even declared, “I AM.”  Along with knowing his own identity, 

Jesus knew that one day every knee would bow and confess that he is Lord (Philippians 2:10-11). These very 

same people who condemned him to death, would one day see Jesus sitting at God’s right hand and coming 

on the clouds when he returns again.  It is my prayer that I, too, would be able to stand with confidence when 

my faith is tested. I know in the end Jesus wins. Because I am his child I, too, am a winner. Today, I choose not 

to allow temporary circumstances to have the upper hand. 

 

2 Chronicles 6:32—7:7; Psalm 25; James 2:1-13 

 

 

Tuesday, September 3 

Birthdays: Philip Brookes 

Prayers for: Frank Boyd; Jim & Carolyn Boyd; Nettie Briggs; Bob & Diann Brooke; David & Janice Brookes, Philip; Bruce & Jane Brough 

Psalm 28 Praise the LORD! For he has heard my cry for mercy. (v.6) 

Sometimes my grandson, who is five years old, spends the night. He sleeps in a different room than I do, which is down the hall. Sometimes 

in the middle of the night, he will cry out, “Grandma!” Sometimes he has a scary dream and needs assurance. Other times, he just wants to 

know I am there for him if he needs me.  That’s how I feel about God. He hears me whenever I call out to Him. He hears me concerning 

important matters as well as insignificant matters. He is always listening. Proverbs 15:29 reminds us, “he hears the prayer of the righteous.” 

Like a grandmother who keeps an open ear for her grandson, God is alert to my cry. I take comfort in knowing that I serve a mighty God 

who not only hears but sees and acts on my behalf. 

 

1 Kings 8:65—9:9; Psalm 26; James 2:14-26; Mark 14:66-72 

 

 

 

 

 

SSTT..  TTIIMMOOTTHHYY’’SS  TTIIMMEESS    

DDAAIILLYY  DDEEVVOOTTIIOONNAALL  RREEAADDIINNGG  
 

Used with permission from the Bible Reading Fellowship 

PO Box 380 Winter Park, Florida  32790 

Prayer for St. Timothy’s 
 

Most loving God, whose wisdom 

 has guided St. Timothy’s 

Anglican Church 

 since its beginning, 

 stir up your Spirit in our midst 

and lead us forward in the work 

we are called to do. 

Enable this congregation to 

continue in service to you and 

in ministry within and 

 beyond our walls. 

Cleanse us of petty rivalries, 

sensitivities, vanities, 

discourtesies – everything 

which distracts us, thus freeing 

us to rejoice in the good 

performed by others. 

Grant that we may be united in 

a common purpose and share in 

a single spirit… 

 your Spirit, Lord. 

Bless our work together that we 

may faithfully envision what you 

are calling us to be and to do, 

and bless our efforts to be 

faithful to your calling. 

Grant that your attractive 

goodness may be seen in all our 

faces, your warm accents of 
love heard in all our words, and 

in our lives may we show 

something of you to 

 all the world. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

AMEN. 
 



Wednesday, September 4 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for:  Tom Burgess; David & Betsy Burns; Nita Burrer, Jason; Brian & Gail Cahill; Bob & Mary Capps; Tim Caudill, Keegan 

James 3:1-12 Sometimes it praises our Lord and Father, and sometimes it curses those who have been made in the image of God. And so 

blessing and cursing come pouring out of the same mouth. Surely, my brothers and sisters, this is not right! (vv.9-10) 

My young grandson’s ears are always listening, even when I don’t think they are. If he hears me say the word “dumb” or “stupid,” he 

quickly reminds me these are not kind words to say. Then, he urges me to use different words.  Like my grandson, the Holy Spirit also 

convicts me when I say or do things that are not pleasing to God. I get to choose. I can choose the way of the flesh or the way of the Spirit. I 

find when I slow down and think before I talk, it helps me to choose words wisely. Maybe that is why James also tells us to be quick to listen 

and slow to speak (1:19).  Thank You, God, for the power of Your Holy Spirit that alerts me and enables me to say and do the things that are 

pleasing to You. 

1 Kings 9:24—10:13; Psalm 38; Mark 15:1-11 

 

 

Thursday, September 5 

Birthdays: Lochlan Ritts, Sandra Vick 

Prayers for: Jorge & Elizabeth Cavazos, Arianna; Emile & Lynn Champion; Travis & Shelia Chandler; Gene & Genevieve Chism  
1 Kings 11:1-13 The LORD was very angry with Solomon, for his heart had turned away from the LORD, the God of Israel, who had 

appeared to him twice. (v.9) 

God was very good to Solomon. Over and over again, he had been blessed throughout his lifetime. This verse says God had even appeared 

to him twice. As we read, we see his downfall. It almost seems obvious that seven hundred wives and three hundred concubines was not a 

good idea! Yet, sin isn’t always so obvious when it comes to our own lives.  My conscience was pricked as I thought of the many ways my 

own heart turns away from God without me even thinking about it. Like television. What am I filling my eyes and mind with? Who am I 

socializing with? Do I like to “re-tell” news about other people—gossip? Have I let my daily Bible reading go by the wayside?  It’s good to 

examine ourselves and our hearts. Is there a place you have wandered to, away from God? 

 

Psalms 37:1-18; James 3:13—4:12; Mark 15:12-21 

 

 

Friday, September 6 

Birthdays: Michelle Delgado, Dave Weigand 

Prayers for: Maureen Clairday; Scott & Ashley Clarke, Chase, Weston, Trevor; Keith & Lisa Coe; Allan & Sue Cox; Caroline Craze 

Psalm 31 I will be glad and rejoice in your unfailing love, for you have seen my troubles, and you care about the anguish of my soul. (v.7) 

I struggle with depression at times. It is often hard for me to control my thoughts and feelings when I am battling a bout of it. The enemy 

comes at me full-force and seems to shout, “God does not care about you.” I know this is a lie. So, I answer back with Bible verses like the 

one in this psalm.  There is a big difference in simply knowing about something or actually caring about it. Satan would love for me to 

believe that God knows but doesn’t really care. How I am comforted to know that God does indeed know about all my troubles and 

difficulties. God not only knows about them, He truly cares!  Jesus said God’s word is truth (John 17:17). I choose to stand strong, clinging to 

the truth that God understands my anguish—whether it be daily troubles or depression. Like the psalmist, I will be glad and rejoice! 

 

1 Kings 11:26-43; James 4:13—5:6; Mark 15:22-32 

 

 

 

Saturday, September 7 

Birthdays: Declan Ireozo, Carol Powell 

Prayers for: Robin Cross, Edward; Michael & Kay Daigle, Paul, Peter, Kaylee; Bill & Caroline Davies; Mary Karen Davis; Dorie Dawson 

Mark 15:33-39 And the curtain in the sanctuary of the Temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. (v.38) 

It is amazing that the physical world and things in it were affected by the death of Jesus. We read that the actual physical curtain in the 

Temple was torn in two. This symbolized that through Christ’s work on the cross, there was no longer a separation between God and 

humankind. I wonder what the priests of the Temple thought about this occurrence.  I am so grateful I do not have to witness the 

slaughtering of an animal for my sins to be dealt with. I do not need anyone or anything, other than Jesus, to give me access to God. There 

is only one mediator between God and man, and that is Jesus (1 Timothy 2:5).  I am free to come and go before a holy God because of 

Jesus. In fact, the Bible says I can even come boldly to the throne of grace (Hebrews 4:16). There is no longer a barrier. Thank you, Jesus for 

your completed work of the cross. Share your thankfulness with God today. 

 

1 Kings 12:1-20; Psalms 30, 32; James 5:7-12, 19-20 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, September 24 

Birthdays: Carolyn Boyd 

Prayers for: Tommy & Kathryn Lamb; Pat Landgren; Clarence Langlinais; Paul & Caye Lankford; Kristen Lawrence; Colwyn & Krista Lee 

1 Corinthians 5:1-8 Hand this man over to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved on the day of the Lord. 

(v.5) 

Does this verse bristle the hairs on the back of your neck? It did mine. What about forgiveness? There is more to the story.  In 2 Corinthians 

2:7, Paul approves of the man being restored into the community of the faithful. His temporary excommunication made the man realize the 

errors of his ways and seek repentance. Remember, this person had already received Jesus as his Savior and had been indwelled with the 

Holy Spirit. Paul knew the Holy Spirit would work on his heart once he was shoved back into the world (handed over to Satan). His removal 

also kept his bad influence from tainting the newly converted. Tough love.  Sometimes we have to leave people to their own devices so 

they can then realize the error of their ways. That doesn’t mean we stop praying for them. And as the Corinthian church discovered, it 

doesn’t mean we cannot accept them back when they admit their actions were wrong. I think this man knew the congregation still loved 

him, as did God. Otherwise, he wouldn’t have crawled back with his tail between his legs.  May we exemplify this first century church by 

practicing tough love, and yet never withhold that love out of residual resentment but instead open our arms to each prodigal who returns. 

 

2 Kings 5:19-27; Psalm 78:1-39; Matthew 5:27-37 

 

Wednesday, September 25 

Birthdays: Mary Benning, Kelly Edwards 

Prayers for: Robert & Mary Legler; Paul & Stephanie Leonard; Linda Llewellyn; Chris & Diane Lolley, Lauren; Luz Longoria; Dorothy Lowrie  

Matthew 5:38-48 “But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also.” 

(v.39) 

At first glance, this teaching of Jesus may seem to be the opposite of Paul’s admonition yesterday. However, there is as much of a 

difference as there is a similarity.  The difference is that the man who had been sexually immoral was a believer. He knew better, but 

succumbed to temptation. This passage doesn’t distinguish between a believer and non-believer. Another difference is this: Jesus is telling 

the person who was offended or harmed what they should personally do. Paul was asking for discipline by the body of believers on behalf 

of the offended innocent.  However, that is not to suggest that, once abused, we should open ourselves to that abuse again. It is saying to 

give the person a second chance to do what is right. To not walk away or shove them out of our lives forever, harboring negative feelings of 

unforgiveness. That is the similarity between the verse today and the one yesterday.  The Lord’s Prayer specifies that we forgive those who 

trespass against us just as Jesus forgave on the cross. By turning the other cheek, we diffuse their evil intent and also offer reconciliation. A 

lot harder to do than lashing out in retaliation. It leaves the door open a crack in case they want to repent. 

 

2 Kings 6:1-23; Psalm 119:97-120; 1 Corinthians 5:9—6:8 

 

Thursday, September 26 

Birthdays: Mary Legler 

Prayers for: Linda Lutkus, Lauren; Andrew & Sandy Mann, Marian, Maggie; Galen & Jody Mansee; Happy Mapunda; Trey & Pam Marrs 

2 Kings 9:1-16 When you get there, look for Jehu son of Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi. Go to him, get him away from his companions 

and take him into an inner room. (v.2) 

The servant had a special message to give Jehu, and it was for his ears only. After telling him he was to be king, he ran away as Elisha had 

instructed. Why? Because by doing so, the servant in essence committed treason. His life could have been in danger. Even so, the servant 

did as he was told. He delivered the message, trusting his master knew best.  Sometimes, God may call us to say something we’d rather not 

say. It might be the Holy Spirit prodding us to speak up when we see a brother or sister heading down the wrong path. Or, it might be to 

stand up against a heretical interpretation to the word.  Here is the take away lesson. Do it in private. Don’t gang up on the person who is 

to receive the message, and don’t call them out in front of their friends. Obey godly instruction, say your peace as prompted by the Spirit, 

and then back off. Let the person receiving the message decide the course of action they will take. You have done your job by obediently 

conveying the point. Leave the rest to God. 

Psalms 83, 146, 147; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 

 

Friday, September 27 

Birthdays: Charlotte Talley 

Prayers for: Ambrosia Marvin; Fr. Nazir & Agnes Masih, Samia; Mike Mason; Mickey & Martha Ann Matkin; Jim Maxey & Barbara Garney 

Psalm 88 Why, LORD, do you reject me and hide your face from me? (v.14) 

Ever felt that way? Probably we all have. I once read a sermon on the ten reasons God might turn away from our prayers. They included un-

confessed sin—holy silence so we could contemplate what we have done wrong, and in order to draw us closer to Him again for help.  But 

in fact, our Lord never turns away, does He? He may step back; however, once we have received Him in our hearts, He is there for keeps 

whether our feelings tell us so or not.  Decades ago I saw a bumper sticker that said, “If God isn’t in your life, guess who moved?” It is easy 

to point fingers at someone else for our situations, even at God, instead “’fessing up” and acknowledging there are consequences for our 

actions. David may have felt as if he was being put in an unfair place, but truth be told, he had sinned with Bathsheba. Deep down David 

knew God had not left him, otherwise we wouldn’t have this psalm he wrote as he cried out to the Lord. God won’t leave us, either. 

 

2 Kings 9:17-37; 1 Corinthians 7:1-9; Matthew 6:7-15 



Friday, September 20 

Birthdays: Caroline Craze 

Prayers for: Roberto & Julie Huerta, Knox, Schuyler; Angela Ireozo, Declan; Donald & Marilyn Ishler; Cathy Johnson; James & Billie Johnson  

Psalm 69 Answer me, LORD, out of the goodness of your love; in your mercy turn to me. Do not hide your face from your servant; 

answer me quickly, for I am in trouble, Come near and rescue me. (vv.16-18a) 

As an admirer of the psalms of David, I’ve always found his words pouring forth from his very soul to be comforting in my own times of trial. 

However, Psalm 69 baffles me. It begins with prayers to God for mercy and indicates unanswered prayers leading to a plea for God not to 

blame others for his sins. It immediately turns into what sounds to me as self-pity. Some study Bibles say this is a prophesy from David of 

the emotional and spiritual sufferings of Jesus Christ to come some thousand years in his future.  He then asks God for retribution on his 

enemies: “they be blotted out of the book of life and not be listed with the righteous” (v.28). After once more pleading for protection, he 

enters into praise and songs with thanksgiving. The psalm ends with what appears to be a prediction of Zion being saved and the cities of 

Judah being rebuilt.  Pain, remorse, self-pity, revenge, traits we all possess. God forgive us. 

 

2 Kings 1:2-17; 1 Corinthians 3:16-23; Matthew 5:11-16 

 

 

Saturday, September 21 

Birthdays: Emile Champion, Grace England 

Prayers for: Cole & Kristen Johnson, Caleb, Heidi; Jill & Michael Johnson; Jim & Vicki Jones; Judith Jordan; Judy Kirk; Tiffany Kirkpatrick 

2 Kings 2:1-18 When they returned to Elisha, who was staying in Jericho, he said to them, “Didn’t I tell you not to go?” (v.18) 

In this story, Elijah vanishes in a whirlwind to heaven. Elisha picked up Elijah’s cloak and went back to the river Jordan. He took the cloak 

and struck the water. As he did so, the river parted and he crossed over. The prophets from Jericho were watching and bowed before 

Elisha. They wanted to send 50 men to look for Elijah. “Perhaps the Spirit of the LORD has picked him up and set him down on some 

mountain or in some valley” (v.16b). They persisted until he relented. The men searched for three days and when they returned Elisha said, 

“Didn’t I tell you not to go?”  Have you ever done something you’ve been told not to, then you must admit you made a wrong choice? Or, 

perhaps as a parent you told a child not to touch something and he or she did it anyway, only to suffer the consequences. It’s human nature 

to want to open a door which says, “Do not enter.” Be prepared for what’s on the other side. 

 

Psalms 75, 76; 1 Corinthians 4:1-7; Matthew 5:17-20 

 

 

Sunday, September 22 

Birthdays: Jacqlyne MBA-Jonas 

Prayers for: Joe & Penelope Kenney, Joshua, Aiden, Grace; Nancy Kison; Michael & Toni Knapp; Roger & Paula Koehler; Jay Kotlan 

2 Kings 4:8-37 She went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, then shut the door and went out. (v.21 NIV) 

Poor woman. She rejoiced in finally becoming a mother, only to lose her son. Perhaps you have never lost a child, but I imagine there have 

been times you felt God has blessed you until, for some reason, it was unfairly snatched away. Did you whine like the proverbial baby 

whose candy had been taken from him? Or did you respond in faith as this woman did?  Notice she laid her dead son on the bed of the man 

of God—not upon what had been his pallet, or even on her own. She took her sorrows and problems to the source. Then she shut the door 

and went out. In other words, she left it in God’s hands. She had the faith to seek out Elisha and tell him that she wouldn’t leave him, no 

matter what, because she trusted he would help her.  I deeply admire her. Next time I face unfairness and disappointment, I will remember 

her story and act more faithfully. I won’t push God away in hurt or anger, but instead seek His presence, lay it at His feet, and have hope in 

whatever He does next, trusting in Him. 

Psalms 93, 96; Acts 9:10-31; Luke 3:7-18 

 

 

Monday, September 23 

Birthdays: James Osteen, Chris Wanner 

Prayers for: Fr. Bill & Anthea Kotlan, Erin; Patsy Kotlan; Nathan & Bonnie Kyser, Olivia, Elizabeth; Barbara Laake; Susan LaCoste 

Psalm 80 Restore us, O God; make your face shine on us, that we may be saved. (v.3) 

This phrase is repeated twice more through the psalm, almost as if it is a chorus. In each stanza, David lays his pleas before God then sings 

this sentence in response. In other words, his reactions to the bad situations are a lot like the Shumanite woman’s in the lesson yesterday. 

He takes his problems to God, and then acknowledges that God is the one who can rectify it.  But before the situation can be resolved, we 

must first be restored. Our faith needs a re-boot. Otherwise, we will continue to wring our hands and wallow in the mire of our despair 

instead of looking to God for help.  Today, I hear a lot of Christians griping about how bad things are getting in the world. It is as if they have 

resigned themselves to the fact things are hopeless. May as well hole up with the remnant faithful and lock the doors.  But that is not what 

the biblical examples show us, is it? Salvation comes from, not only acknowledging the sin, but seeking the only one who can absolve it. 

Lord, let Your face shine upon us so we can reflect Your loving forgiveness and righteousness, even to those who mock or scorn us. As it 

says in Psalm 51:10, “renew a right spirit within us.” 

 

2 Kings 5:1-19, 1 Corinthians 4:8-21, Matthew 5:21-26 

 

Sunday, September 8 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Shane & Kristina Dear, Jacob, Lauren; Fisoye & Solape Delano; Michael & Sonia Delgado, Michelle, Megan; Art & Peggy DePue  

Psalm 63:1-11 O God, you are my God, I seek you, my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there 

is no water. (v.1 NRSV) 

Surely such desire for His mighty presence pleases God. Yet, when we pray these words of the psalm, do we really feel such ardor for Him? 

Do we seek Him in this way, with all of our hearts? Unfortunately, the desires most encouraged in our culture are those that result in self-

fulfillment, self-sufficiency, and self-promotion. We long to have it all: prestige, power, and all the comforts of life. We absorb ourselves in 

the latest gadgets and seek relaxation via television.  God can become an after-thought in our lives so filled with activity and acquisition. 

We manage to fit church into our busy schedules, but how does this token gesture affect us spiritually? A.W. Tozer suspects, “The stiff and 

wooden quality of our religious lives is a result of our lack of holy desire. Complacency is a deadly foe of all spiritual growth. Acute desire 

must be present or there will be no manifestation of Christ to his people. He waits to be wanted” (Pursuit of God). Let us pray fervently for 

a heart filled with desire for him, until our soul truly clings to him! 

 

1 Kings 12:21-33; Psalm 98; Acts 4:18-31; John 10:31-42  

 

 

Monday, September 9 

Birthdays: Nanette Benoit, Ruby Bosh 

Prayers for: Pete DeWitt; Lisa DiBiasio, Emma; Keila DiSano; Fr. Larry & Brenda DiSano; Rebecca DiSano; Tom Donley; Pat Doremus  
Philippians 1:1-11 I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus 

Christ. (v.6) 

This verse proclaims total trust. This is truly remarkable, since the words are those of a man who had every reason to be in despair! Paul 

was imprisoned as he wrote this stirring word of hope to his beloved friends. Had we been in his circumstances, we probably would be 

whining to our companions and wallowing in self-pity. But Paul was so centered in the Lord and filled with His Spirit, that he could put aside 

self and provide his friends with the encouragement and blessing they needed.  We wonder just how Paul could have been so unconcerned 

about his own personal situation. It was not by practicing the power of positive thinking! Paul was so immersed in the “living waters” of 

Jesus Christ, that this soothed his soul in any trial. He had the joy of knowing Christ, which gave him strength and the ability to articulate 

hope to others. He had discovered that Jesus was his source, his strength, his everything. Paul had discovered and was living the abundant 

life that Jesus promised! 

1 Kings 13:1-10; Psalms 41, 52; Mark 15:40-47 

 

 

Tuesday, September 10 

Birthdays: Nicole Anderson Ashley Anderson 

Prayers for: Mark & Jennifer Doremus; Mike Downs; Brandon Drath; Michael & Kelly Edwards, Michael, Skylar, Jillian, Jocelyn, Silas 

Philippians 1:12-30 Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this 

will turn out for my deliverance. (vv.18b-19). 

When things go wrong in our lives, we tend to become grouchy. Then, before we know it, we have taken a nose-dive and are wallowing in 

self-pity. When we encounter Paul in this epistle, we are struck by the intensity of his joy and the immensity of his faith! He was jailed, in 

chains, yet he could rejoice and praise his Lord! He knew without a shadow of doubt that God was in control of his circumstances and could 

bring something good out of his suffering.  There are times we can feel bound and chained by the circumstances in our lives. We can feel 

hopeless and helpless. Take heart! You do not have to fear, and you don’t have to be the one to fix things. Let go of whatever burdens you 

are carrying and rejoice in faith, believing for a positive outcome. Receive the comfort and strength the Spirit of Jesus Christ provides, and 

then you will have sufficient courage so that now, as always, “Christ will be exalted in my body” (v.20b). 

 

1 Kings 16:23-34; Psalm 45; Mark 16:1-20 

 

 

Wednesday, September 11 

Birthdays: Clarence Langlinais 

Prayers for: Grace England; Sarrah Joy Estrella; Lauren Fennel; Wade & Valerie Fennel; Kevin & Dena Fennell, Kelsey, Darcy, Rory, Danielle  
Philippians 2:1-11 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. (v.3). 

Modern culture calls us to promote self and to thoroughly indulge ourselves. If we get caught up in this cultural ideation of “self as god,” we 

are doomed to constant striving, self-satisfaction, and virulent attacks on those who don’t recognize our perfection and who won’t defer to 

us. The pursuit of the “high and mighty me” is so rampant in our society that we can accidentally fall into it if we are not vigilant.  The 

prescription for avoiding this trap is to recognize God as our source in everything. Even Jesus recognized that he could do nothing without 

his Father. By taking a daily inventory of our sins and weaknesses, and asking God to reveal our blind spots, we can then repent and ask His 

forgiveness. We must go to Him, recognizing that we are powerless without Him! All of our self-seeking and self-satisfaction must be 

submitted to Him. God is our provider. We can do nothing without Him. It is actually comforting to know that you are God’s dependent 

child! 

1 Kings 17:1-24; Psalm 119:49-72; Matthew 2:1-12 



Thursday, September 12 

Birthdays: Kemi Oduola, Addie Yeboah 

Prayers for: Josiah & Casey Ferrill; Barry Firestone; Linda Flavin; Benjamin & Tey Flores; Silvia Flores; David & Linda Flower; Kathy Freeman 

Philippians 2:12-30 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my 

absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work 

for his good pleasure. (vv.12-13) 

Becoming an obedient child of God can be a painful adventure! If we resist Him, intent on going our own way and doing our own thing in 

the flesh, then His discipline is sure to follow. When we come to know Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, we cannot continue in our old 

reckless habits and selfish desires. If we do so, we will soon be backsliding down a slippery slope of our own making, wondering why we 

have no peace, murmuring, “God, where are You?”  Acknowledging Jesus as Lord obligates us to become cognizant of God’s word, and to 

be willing to obey Him in all areas of our life. It has been said that God takes us just as we are but loves us enough not to leave us that way! 

By cooperating with God’s reshaping of my life, I become a partner with Him in working out my sanctification. This means that I will 

deliberately and faithfully submit to God, allowing Him to mold and shape my life according to His will. 

 

1 Kings 18:1-19; Psalm 50; Matthew 2:13-23  

 

Friday, September 13 

Birthdays: Andrew Mann, Ernie Midgley 

Prayers for: Joe & Joyce Fontaine; LaVaun French; Fr. Oscar & Alejandra Gallego, Anthony, Santiago; David Gandin; Cruz & Lorenza Garcia  
Philippians 3:1-16 More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 

sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a 

righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on 

faith. (vv.8-9) 

This is indeed radical Christianity. As I await the arrival of a hurricane, concerned about family, property, and possessions, Paul’s words hit 

me squarely and powerfully! To Paul, Christ was everything, and absolutely nothing else mattered! All of his previous accomplishments and 

advantages were garbage compared to knowing Christ. Anything that might rival Paul’s total dependence on and love of Christ was to be 

rejected as worthless trash. Paul recognized that he had everything; yet in material goods, he possessed nothing. As I ponder this, I am 

confronted with things or possessions in my life that I hold as significant or precious. These cannot displace the position that Jesus wants to 

have in my life. He wants nothing to rival his place in my heart! I must be willing to “let go” and relinquish everything to him. 

 

1 Kings 18:20-40; Psalms 40, 54; Matthew 3:1-12 

 

Saturday, September 14 

Birthdays: Mike Downs, Roger Koehler, Alex Musick 

Prayers for: Leobardo & Janeth Gallegos, L. Daniel, Jennifer; Manny Garcia & Kathy Buckner; Clay & Natasha Gardner; Phil & Susie Geaslen  

Philippians 3:17—4:7 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

(vv.6-7) 

It’s so easy to glibly say to someone, “Don’t worry!” Yet when we are walking in the midst of a crisis, anxiety can overwhelm us. We are 

constantly bombarded with negative world news, and without Jesus, we can become lost in a state of despair. Presently, a monstrous 

hurricane approaches, and I am deluged with thoughts which, if I entertain them, could lead to panic and fear. Yet Paul, who was no 

stranger to crisis, commands that I not be anxious about anything! In faith, I am to let go of my burden of fear and put it in God’s hands. 

With prayer and supplication, I turn it all over to Him, with thanksgiving, knowing that I am in His constant, loving care. When I can come to 

Him with that “attitude of gratitude,” it is easy for me to trust Him, and His peace floods me and permeates my heart! 

 

1 Kings 18:41—19:8; Psalm 55; Matthew 3:13-17 
 

Sunday, September 15 

Birthdays: Steve Powell 

Prayers for: Brandon & Candy Geer, Cathy; Jim Geer; Fr. Stan & Mary Gerber; Nicholas & Hillary Gerber, Elijah, Adalee, Jonah, Noah, Eden 

1 Kings 19:8-21 Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountain apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not 

in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake came a fire, but the 

LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. (vv.11b-12 NIV) 

I’m fascinated by the story of when God appeared to Elijah. He had a passion for God. He stood against idolatry. But he became depressed 

when he believed he was the only one left faithful to God. He thought when he was killed there would be no one left to serve God. 

However, Elijah would be led by an angel of the Lord to the mountain of God, where he would discover God was not only a God of the 

spectacular, He was “the still small voice,” the sound of “gentle stillness.” God was at work and Elijah’s life would take a sudden turn.  Have 

you ever gone down one path in life when suddenly it swerved, and you find yourself heading to an unfamiliar destination? You leave life as 

you know it and find yourself in an unknown place, doing something you’ve never even thought of. More than once in my lifetime I’ve been 

left in wonder. It’s then when I discover God’s voice in the gentle stillness. 

 

Psalms 24, 29; Acts 5:34-42; John 11:45-47 

Monday, September 16 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Maryehdiah Giah; Juan & Alma Gonzales, Yanely, Gabriela; Leocadio & Ophelia Gonzales; Donna Graves; Bill & Cindy Griffin 

Matthew 4:1-11 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’” Then the 

devil left him, and angels came to attend him. (vv.10-11) 

Jesus’ temptations began immediately after he was baptized by John the Baptist. He would show his followers the power of Scripture as he 

battled the evil one. He resisted Satan. Then Jesus would defeat Satan with meaningful use of Scripture. After fasting for forty days, he was 

hungry, tired, and no doubt discouraged. Each time Jesus answered Satan with the words, “It is written.” The evil one would finally leave 

him and angels would be allowed to minister to him.  Have you ever been in a situation where an unexpected circumstance sent you into 

turmoil? You got over the last traumatic life-event when your spouse got diagnosed with a fatal disease. Or, you lost your job and you’re 

unable to feed your children. You’re tired and distressed. Even depressed. Now, at your weakest point, Satan swoops down to shake your 

faith. But don’t despair. It’s then the Lord will send His angels on wings of eagles to tend your needs—angels in the form of family and 

friends, even strangers. “God sends his love and his faithfulness” (Psalm 57:3). 

 

1 Kings 21:1-16; Psalms 56, 57, 58; 1 Corinthians 1:1-19 

 

Tuesday, September 17 

Birthdays: Heidi Johnson 

Prayers for: Chris & Rebekah Greenwood, Wyatt, Jesse; Keith & Annamaria Hager, Skylar, Slade, Sophia; Allison Hall; Russ & Eva Hardy, Jo 

1 Kings 21:17-29 “I have found you,” he answered, “because you have sold yourself to do evil in the eyes of the LORD. He says, ‘I am 

going to bring disaster on you.’” (vv.20b-21a) 

When was the fear of God put on me? I cannot remember. My parents were not church goers, but my brother and I started going to Sunday 

School when we were in elementary school. At home, we were brought up knowing right from wrong. I truly believed if I committed a sin 

God would punish me, but who did I learn the phrase, “God will get you”? Mom was a gentle woman. She never would have said anything 

to scare us. Dad was a man of action and few words. I can only surmise I learned it in Sunday School. There I heard stories of God’s plagues 

as told in Exodus and Daniel in the lions’ den.  I always felt I belonged to God. “Truly my soul silently waits for God; From Him comes my 

salvation” (Psalm 62:1 NKJV). As I grew older, I would see not only God’s punishment of evil, but His love, mercy, and grace written in His 

word and displayed in my life. 

Psalms 61, 62; 1 Corinthians 1:20-31; Matthew 4:12-17 

 

Wednesday, September 18 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for:  Mark & Mary Hargis; Mary Ellen Harrington; Maddie Harris; Bonnie Hartwell; Bill & Kris Heeter; Lois Henderson 

Psalm 72 Praise be to the LORD God, the God of Israel, who alone does marvelous deeds. Praise be to his glorious name forever; may the 

whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen and Amen. (vv.18-19) 

“Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.” I once attended a small church in Oregon where the congregation was friendly. At 

the end of each service everyone joined hands. Our voices rang out as we swayed back and forth to the tune of Let There Be Peace on 

Earth. The words were written by Jill Jackson-Miller while the melody was written by her husband Sy Miller in 1955. It was initially written 

for and sung by the International Children’s Choir and became a favorite at Christmas time. I read Jill Jackson-Miller was suicidal and wrote 

the lyrics when she discovered the “life-saving joy of God’s peace and unconditional love.” No matter what life-event we faced, we knew 

when we left the church it was with the love of God in our souls.  Over the years, some words of the lyrics have been altered to be 

politically correct. However, the composer’s words drawn from within remain the same. “Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with 

me.” 

1 Kings 22:1-28; 1 Corinthians 2:1-13; Matthew 4:18-25 

 

Thursday, September 19 

Birthdays: Nicholas Wanner 

Prayers for:  Carlos & Ana Hernandez; Carron Hollenberg; Patrick & Susan Howard; Ted & Shelly Huckaby, Kyra; Flor Ibarra; Ify Ibekwe 

1 Corinthians 2:14-3:15 …as the Lord has assigned to each his task. I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it 

grow. The one who plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to their own labor. 

(vv.5b-6, 8) 

I’m a member of the Oviedo Garden Club. As such, it’s assumed my gardens are well kept. After months of health problems and the 

summer humidity, I look out at weed-infested gardens in distress. Vegetables planted in early spring are overrun with weeds or dead. The 

butterfly garden continues to attract its purpose despite its disheveled state of chaos. The Cattleya Orchids in the oak trees have finished 

their annual bloom-fest leaving nothing to look at but an overgrown jungle of unknown species of growth and palm fronds. It’s all I can do 

to keep from grabbing the machete. Then I notice vibrant violet buds on an orchid emerging from the jumble, or should I say jungle?  Every 

so often God delights me with a single red rose, or an orange gladiola rising from the mess, and I wonder, will God delight in me if even one 

fruit of His Spirit emerges from my muddled life?  Paul said the Lord assigned each of us a task, but He makes us grow in faith. 

 

1 Kings 22:29-45; Psalms 70, 71; Matthew 5:1-10 

 

 


