
Sunday, April 28 

Birthdays: Ophelia Gonzales, Caleb Johnson 

Prayers for: Dennis & Tacie Miller; Ignacio & Severina Munguia; Jeff & Lisa Musick, Alex, Zach, Ben; Blake & Lauren Muskiet, Ethan, Parker 

Psalm 146 But joyful are those who have the God of Israel as their helper, whose hope is in the LORD their God. (v.5 NLT) 

I have been cultivating a new habit for several months. The new habit is this: When I hear myself starting to say to Jesus, “I don’t know 

what to do,” I stop and correct what I am saying.  Why do I correct myself? I correct myself because when I confess, “I don’t know what to 

do,” I am not speaking truth. The truth is simply that I do know what to do; i.e., I know that in all situations I can ask Jesus. I know that I can 

describe the dilemma to him, communicate my thoughts, and ask for direction. He has more knowledge about the situation and/or the 

person(s) involved than I could ever know on my own. I experience great peace when I do not attempt to analyze or figure out the answer 

on my own, and when I do not habitually say, “I don’t know what to do.”  Lord Jesus, you are our supreme helper. Thank you for the 

direction that you provide and for the peace we experience as we put our hope in you. 

 

Isaiah 43:8-13; Psalm 147; 1 Peter 2:2-10; John 14:1-7 

 

 

Monday, April 29 

Birthdays: Pat Doremus 

Prayers for: Gwen Nix; Mark & Alice Norman, Hannah; Dele & Kemi Oduola, Francisca, Gabriel; Rudy & Trisha Ortiz, Evelyn, Angilina 

1 John 1:1-10 We are writing these things so that you may fully share our joy. (v.4) 

I was caught between a rock and a hard place, with no way out in sight; I was determined to escape yet had lost my sense of direction. I 

experienced feelings of encapsulation: the walls were closing in; desperation gripped my innermost being. I said to myself, “I should try 

harder; I should not procrastinate; I’ve got to get out of here!”  As I struggled with the options, I experienced a desire to share my situation. 

I remembered that John wrote letters of encouragement to people so that they might fully share in his joy. I realized how important it is to 

share our experiences with others. We can share about pleasant times, and we can share about times that are difficult. In the doing of this, 

we connect with others and experience the joy of relationship.  Lord, thank You for being with us at all times; thank You for encouraging us 

to share our experiences; thank You for the joy that is fostered among us as a result of these times of sharing. 

 

Daniel 1:1-21; Psalms 1, 2, 3; John 17:1-11 

 

 

Tuesday, April 30 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Clarence & Chidimma Onunekwu, Kendrick, Adanna; James & Caroline Osteen; Lizbeth Oviedo; Paul & Heather Palmer 

Psalm 5 O LORD, hear me as I pray; pay attention to my groaning. Listen to my cry for help, my King and my God, for I pray to no one but 

you. For you bless the godly, O LORD; you surround them with your shield of love. (vv.1-2, 12) 

I appreciate the hope that I receive as I read Holy Scripture. I appreciate learning about God, God’s promises, and His faithfulness in 

following through on the promises that He has made to us. I know that when I speak to Him, He hears me and He responds; I appreciate His 

responsiveness, and I pray only to Him.  When I pray, I pray with expectation. I know that I can make requests to God and leave those 

requests in His hands. I do not become overwhelmed by anxious thoughts; rather, I make my requests and watch to see what He will do. 

While I am fulfilling my daily responsibilities, I am blessed by His protective shield of love and favor.  Lord, thank You for protecting us at all 

times, and especially for protecting us between the time that we pray to You and the time when we experience Your answer. Thank You for 

providing a bridge of hope; thank You for the assuring us that when we call, You will hear and answer. 

 

Daniel 2:1-16; Psalm 6; 1 John 2:1-11; John 17:12-19 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Monday, April 1 

Birthdays: Michael Edwards 

Prayers for: Ken & Patti Bill; Anne Birkhead; Ed & Zonia Bock; Jim & Kathy Boggs, Chris; Ruby Bosh, JB 

Psalm 89:1-18 Happy are those who hear the joyful call to worship, for they will walk in the light of your 

presence, LORD. (v.15 NLT) 

In the readings for today there is a contrast between following sinful ways or righteous ways. It brought to 

mind the first days of when I came to know Christ in a personal relationship with him. I felt such a relief of 

heaviness. It was as if someone turned on the lights for me.  This psalm states what I was feeling. I was no 

longer bound to live with heaviness, enslaved to works of darkness. It was as if God was shining His light on 

me and the path He wanted me to take. My eyes were opened to the happiness of knowing and following 

God.  It is still a promise for me many years later. As I continue to walk with God, He provides light and 

direction for every step I take. Happiness and joy never get old, even though I do. 

 

Jeremiah 16:10-21; Romans 7:1-12; John 6:1-15 

 

 

 

Tuesday, April 2 

Birthdays: Solape Delano, George Vick 

Prayers for: Bob & Bonnie Boyce; Frank Boyd; Jim & Carolyn Boyd; Nettie Briggs; Bob & Diann Brooke 

John 6:16-27 “But don’t be so concerned about perishable things like food. Spend your energy seeking the 

eternal life that the Son of Man can give you. For God the Father has given me the seal of his approval.” 

(v.27) 

Jesus had just fed a huge crowd. They all ate and were satisfied. There were even leftovers! But still they 

wanted more and sought Jesus out.  Jesus reveals the group’s real motive which was simply to be fed 

physically once again. The people were mostly interested in what Jesus could do for them. They seemed to 

completely miss the spiritual side of what he offered.  He told them it wasn’t about the things (bread and 

fish), but about seeking him and his kingdom. Sometimes you and I get it wrong too. We seek the hand of 

Jesus and not the person of Jesus. At times we may be more interested in the solution and end to our 

difficulty rather than in our spiritual growth and relationship with him. Today, may we be reminded to spend 

our energy on what really matters—seeking Jesus and becoming more like him. 

 

Jeremiah 17:19-27; Psalms 97, 99, 100; Romans 7:13-25 

 

 

Wednesday, April 3 

Birthdays: Luke Seiver 

Prayers for: David & Janice Brookes, Philip; Bruce & Jane Brough; Tom Burgess; David & Betsy Burns; Nita Burrer, Jason; Brian & Gail Cahill 

John 6:27-40 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life.” (v.35a NIV) 

This metaphor Jesus uses for himself, as bread, is very telling. Jesus uses something very basic and accessible to most human beings. Even 

many poor people are able to buy or make bread. It is something basic. Simple. Needful.  Jesus is letting us know that a relationship with 

him is a basic necessity. Bread is something simple, basic, and needful. He is making himself available—even to poor. Jesus offers himself as 

what is the most essential. If we don’t eat or drink, we die. If we don’t have Jesus, we die—not just physically but also spiritually.  Are we 

partaking of this “Jesus bread” daily? Am I eating and filling myself up with him? It is simple. Needful. Are you hungry? Jesus says, “Come 

and eat.” 

2 Jeremiah 18:1-11; Psalms 101, 109; Romans 8:1-11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SSTT..  TTIIMMOOTTHHYY’’SS  TTIIMMEESS    

DDAAIILLYY  DDEEVVOOTTIIOONNAALL  RREEAADDIINNGG  
 

Used with permission from the Bible Reading Fellowship 

PO Box 380 Winter Park, Florida  32790 

Prayer for St. Timothy’s 
 

Most loving God, whose wisdom 

 has guided St. Timothy’s 

Anglican Church 

 since its beginning, 

 stir up your Spirit in our midst 

and lead us forward in the work 

we are called to do. 

Enable this congregation to 

continue in service to you and 

in ministry within and 

 beyond our walls. 

Cleanse us of petty rivalries, 

sensitivities, vanities, 

discourtesies – everything 

which distracts us, thus freeing 

us to rejoice in the good 

performed by others. 

Grant that we may be united in 

a common purpose and share in 

a single spirit… 

 your Spirit, Lord. 

Bless our work together that we 

may faithfully envision what you 

are calling us to be and to do, 

and bless our efforts to be 

faithful to your calling. 

Grant that your attractive 

goodness may be seen in all our 

faces, your warm accents of 
love heard in all our words, and 

in our lives may we show 

something of you to 

 all the world. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

AMEN. 
 



Thursday, April 4 

Birthdays: Olivia Kyser, Jan Rendl 

Prayers for:  Bob & Mary Capps; Tim Caudill, Keegan; Jorge & Elizabeth Cavazos, Arianna; Emile & Lynn Champion; Travis & Shelia Chandler 

Romans 8:12-27 And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God wants us to pray for. But the Holy 

Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words. (v.26 NLT) 

“I’m at a loss for words.” Have you ever spoken that phrase? There are two particular times I find myself in this position. One is when I am 

completely filled with joy and thanksgiving and want to give my entire being over to God in praise for all He has done. The second is when I 

am completely overwhelmed with sorrow or emotional distress. Both times, I find myself speechless.  I have a daughter who is a single 

mom to her five-year-old son. Life is hard for her. In prayer for her and my grandson, I can be easily overcome with emotion. Sometimes, I 

simply let tears come and ask the Holy Spirit to say to the Father what I cannot. Peace follows, knowing the Spirit has prayed exactly 

according to the Father’s will.  What a marvelous assurance to have! Thank You, Father, for Your Son and the Holy Spirit who plead on our 

behalf. 

Jeremiah 22:13-23; Psalm 69; John 6:41-51 

 

 

Friday, April 5 

Birthdays: Sarrah Joy Estrella 

Prayers for: Gene & Genevieve Chism; Maureen Clairday; Scott & Ashley Clarke, Chase, Weston, Trevor; Keith & Lisa Coe; Leon Collier 

Romans 8:28-39 Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or 

are persecuted, or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with death? (v.35) 

This portion of Scripture is so incredibly powerful! One can feel the excitement building as the words draw the chapter to a close: “nothing 

in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of God” (v.39).  We live in a fallen world. Daily, we face personal struggles, 

health crises, political turmoil, financial stress, and sometimes even spiritual disappointment. Even though I don’t like to admit it or say it 

out loud, sometimes I wonder if circumstances will prevail instead of God. That is brutal honesty.  The apostle Paul is reminding us that 

despite circumstances—job loss, cancer, death of a loved one, hunger—God will love us and see us through. Our job is to let Him. Will you 

remain in the powerful love of God through Christ today? 

 

Jeremiah 23:1-8; Psalm 102; John 6:52-59 

 

 

Saturday, April 6 

Birthdays: Lynn Champion, Manny Garcia, Ted Huckaby, Stephanie Leonard 

Prayers for: Allan & Sue Cox; Caroline Craze; Robin Cross, Edward; Michael & Kay Daigle, Paul, Peter, Kaylee; Bill & Kris Heeter 

John 6:60-71 “The Spirit alone gives eternal life. Human effort accomplishes nothing. And the very words I have spoken to you are spirit 

and life.” (v.63) 

Many people think of themselves as “a good person.” They might even say, “I’m a good person. I’m sure I will go to heaven.” On the other 

hand, some people think they have done more good things for God than doing bad things during their life time.  Just like in this passage, 

some people find the gospel offensive and narrow-minded. And yet Jesus continues to speak truth. He reminds us that nothing we do in our 

own effort will be able to bring about spiritual life. We cannot earn God’s love—or be good enough to get into heaven by what we do or 

don’t do.  You might also have heard it said, “It’s not about you.” Jesus agrees. It’s all about him, his work accomplished at the cross and his 

work in us on our behalf. May we remember to feed on Jesus daily. Let us allow the Spirit to bring us life. 

 

Jeremiah 23:9-15; Psalms 107:33-43, 108; Romans 9:1-18 

 

 

Sunday, April 7 

Birthdays: Jim Geer 

Prayers for: Mary Karen Davis; Dorie Dawson; Shane & Kristina Dear, Jacob, Lauren; Fisoye & Solape Delano; Art & Peggy DePue 

Jeremiah 23:16-32 Thus says the LORD of hosts: Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you; they are deluding you. 

They speak visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of the LORD. (v.16 NRSV) 

Due to the many instances and examples of prophecy in the Bible, I have an incomplete understanding of its nature. However, I faithfully 

accept prophecy as being one of the spiritual gifts given by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. That means to me, in one sense, an individual 

will have knowledge of present hidden things which cannot be known by the natural light of reason.  In today’s passage, Jeremiah was 

speaking about false prophets and the trouble they were causing. His prophecy is just as fresh today as it was then. There are competing 

voices in today’s world of Christianity. So many denominations inviting new adherents. Ideas and issues so finely parsed that I lose track of 

the starting point in it all. Causes to follow—and my nagging apprehension that I might be following the wrong one. I pray that I listen to 

the one who speaks His word faithfully. 

Psalm118; 1 Corinthians 9:19-27; Mark 8:31—9:1 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, April 24 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Linda Llewellyn; Chris & Diane Lolley, Lauren; Luz Longoria; Linda Lutkus, Lauren; Andrew & Sandy Mann, Marian, Maggie  

John 15:1-11 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch 

that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.” (vv.1-2) 

Being a person who loves gardening, I readily identify with today’s words of Jesus. When I see a dead branch in any of the shrubs, flowers, 

or trees in my garden, I quickly cut it out and throw it away. That way, the healthy parts of the plants receive the nutrients they need in 

order to flourish. Pruning, or “cutting back,” is also necessary for some of the plants in my garden, and it is such a joy to see how new 

growth quickly sprouts at the place of the pruning.  We believers are like the branches of Jesus, the “true vine.” His desire is always that we 

bear fruit and, when we don’t, he often will “prune” us. The pruning can be painful, and we are prone to complain about it. But down the 

road, looking back, we can see that it was necessary to go through the suffering in order to grow in Jesus and become more fruitful than we 

were before. If we stay connected to Jesus, he will nourish us with his love, grace, and mercy, and help us endure the temporary pain in 

order to be strengthened in our ability to both love the Lord and love one another.  Thank you, Jesus, and thank You, Father, for loving us 

enough to keep us fruitful. 

Micah 7:7-15; Psalms 97, 99; Acts 3:1-10 

 

 

Thursday, April 25 

Birthdays: Lauren Muskiet 

Prayers for: Galen & Jody Mansee; Happy Mapunda; Fr. Nazir & Agnes Masih, Samia; Mike Mason; Mickey & Martha Ann Matkin 

Psalm 147 Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit. (v.5) 

To be understood by the Creator and sustainer of life, our holy and almighty God, is an enormous gift. If His understanding truly has no 

limit, that means that I can talk to Him about any and every part of my life, the good and the bad—the things that happen to me, my 

motivations, hopes and dreams, my sinful self-centeredness, and my joys and delights. All of it He understands, whereas often I don’t 

understand myself or my circumstances. He truly knows us better than we know ourselves!  Imagine what the world would be like if each 

person’s capacity for understanding were enlarged. What if we began asking the Lord to give us greater understanding and wisdom? What 

if we each grew in discernment? I believe that change begins with each of us, asking these things of our heavenly, all powerful Father, 

confessing and repenting of our sins, receiving His forgiveness, and growing as we journey through this life, holding His hand and being 

permeated with His life-giving love.  Heavenly Father, help us this day to tap into Your power and grow in understanding and love of You, 

others, and ourselves. 

Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 146; Acts 3:11-26; John 15:12-27 

 

Friday, April 26 

Birthdays: Lisa Coe, Sara McKinley, Jeff Musick 

Prayers for: Jim Maxey & Barbara Garney; Josephine Mayanga; Javier Mayor; Francesca Mba-Jonas, Rollins, Jacqlyne; Carol McBee 

Acts 4:1-12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved. (v.12) 

Jesus is our Savior, and there never has been, nor will there ever be, anyone like Jesus. He is the one and only Son, begotten of his heavenly 

Father, who came willingly to earth to both show us what God is like, and to sacrifice his life for our sins, taking our place on the cross. The 

offering of his life was the ultimate, final sacrifice for the sin of the world forever. I rejoice that he has both saved me and rescued by from 

my sinful self!  All of the Old Testament pointed to Jesus, and in the New Testament he comes into the world as predicted and lives here for 

only 33 years before being crucified. After his resurrection, he sent the Holy Spirit to illumine the hearts and minds of his disciples so that 

they were empowered to spread the Good News. We today benefit greatly by having the Holy Spirit and by having the entire Bible to read 

about Jesus and the history of God’s people. This Word has the power to transform us as we grow in our faith and allegiance to Jesus, the 

only one who can save us.  Thank you, Jesus, for doing for us what we could never do for ourselves. 

 

Daniel 12:1-4, 13; Psalm 136; John 16:1-15 

 

Saturday, April 27 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Nancy McCracken; Katie McKinley; Sarah McKinley; Jim & Mary Medford; Clayton Melanson; Ernie Midgley; Lois Miller 

Psalm 145 The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he 

has made. (vv.8-9) 

What a blessing to be loved by the Lord as he is described in these verses. I pray that I am growing to be more like him each day. I know full 

well that I am not always gracious and compassionate; my pride and self-centeredness get in the way—pretty much every day. Why can’t I 

be “slow to anger” when I am driving on the highway and some car suddenly darts in front of me? Why do I lose my temper when annoyed 

by other people, even though I may sometimes keep it hidden? I think it must be that I am not “rich in love” all the time. But, oh, how I long 

to be.  If the Lord is good to all, then I need to be also. If the Lord has compassion on me, then out of my thankfulness for His compassion, I 

need to have compassion for those He brings into my life.  Dearest Lord, thank You for Your infinite love and compassion. Thank You for 

forgiving my many, many sins, and for cleansing me from my unrighteousness. May Your name be praised forever and ever! 

 

Isaiah 25:1-9: Acts 4:13-31; John 16:16-33 

 



Saturday, April 20 

Birthdays: Kathryn Lamb 

Prayers for: Cathy Johnson; Cole & Kristen Johnson, Caleb, Heidi; James & Billie Johnson; Jim & Vicki Jones; Judith Jordan; Judy Kirk 

Psalm 88 Are your wonders known in the place of darkness, or your righteous deeds in the land of oblivion? (v.12) 

Did you notice there is no Gospel reading for today? That is because nothing is written in the Gospels about what happened on this day of 

limbo between the death and resurrection of Jesus. Church tradition states Jesus went into Hades to convert the souls who had gone 

before. This was later affirmed in the phrase “He descended into Hell,” added into the Creeds in 650 AD. Others believe he rescued the 

faithful in the Old Testament, who slept in stasis, and escorted them into heaven.   The Bible may not be clear about what happened today, 

but it is clear on one thing: Jesus died yesterday. For me that is important.  He knows what it is like to go through that process. For those of 

us who believe in the resurrection, it is comforting to know that, not only does Jesus wait for us on the other side of death, but he has been 

through it and will guide us through it as well. And for that, I will be eternally grateful. Won’t you? 

 

Job 19:21-27a; Hebrews 4:1-16 

 

Sunday, April 21 

Birthdays: Shane Dear, Marlene Van Horne 

Prayers for: Joe & Penelope Kenney, Joshua, Aiden, Grace; Tiffany Kirkpatrick; Nancy Kison; Roger & Paula Koehler; Patsy Kotlan, Jay 

Exodus 12:1-14 “The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No 

destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.” (v.13 NIV) 

For many, many years the Jewish people have celebrated the Passover, which memorializes how God delivered His people from slavery in 

Egypt, in 1446 BC. All the lambs of all the Passovers pointed towards Jesus, our Passover lamb who was sacrificed for us. Once Jesus gave 

his life on the cross, it was no longer necessary to sacrifice lambs because Jesus is the perfect, sinless lamb; the ultimate sacrifice for my 

sins. He has delivered me from the slavery of sin. He has made it possible for God, my Holy Father, to look at me now because I am clothed 

with the righteousness of Jesus, and his shed blood has cleansed me from all my unrighteousness. Wow, what a gift!  Easter is such an 

extraordinary day, because we Christians celebrate the gift of new life we have been given in Jesus Christ, the perfect Lamb, through the 

shed blood of his death and his amazing resurrection. Thank you, Jesus, for reconciling me to the Father, and for dying in my place for my 

sins. I love you, I worship you, I adore you. 

Psalms 148, 149, 150; John 1:1-18 

 

Monday, April 22 

Birthdays: Liz Pearsey 

Prayers for: Fr. Bill & Anthea Kotlan, Erin; Nathan & Bonnie Kyser, Olivia, Elizabeth; Barbara Laake; Susan LaCoste; Tommy & Kathryn Lamb  

Acts 2:14, 22-32 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its 

hold on him. (v.24) 

Jesus has done for us what we can never do for ourselves—he has conquered death! I love the last part of the verse above, “it was 

impossible for death to keep its hold on him.” Doesn’t that speak of incredible might and power? It’s hard to wrap my head around the idea 

of such strength. I cannot explain it in earthly terms, precisely because it is “other-worldly,” or supernatural. Despite this, I know and 

believe deep down in my soul that it is true.  In raising Jesus from the dead, God freed him “from the agony of death.” How do you picture 

the “agony of death” in your mind? You know it must be more awful that any other thing in the world. The word “agony” conjures up the 

idea of deep distress, great suffering, endless and excruciating pain. Though Jesus did experience this, it ended when God raised him up.  

Now consider, in light of these thoughts, why God and Jesus did all this. It is because they love us beyond our ability to understand with a 

love greater than earthly fathers and mothers have for their own children. We are the beloved children of God, and nothing will ever 

change that. We are safe and secure in the arms of our Father and our Savior Jesus, the Christ.  Thank You, Lord, for the great gift of Your 

love and Your salvation! 

Jonah 2:1-9; Psalms 93, 98; John 14:1-14 

 

Tuesday, April 23 

Birthdays: Rebecca DiSano, Ethan Settles 

Prayers for: Pat Landgren; Clarence Langlinais; Paul & Caye Lankford; Colwyn & Krista Lee; Robert & Mary Legler; Paul & Stephanie Leonard 

Psalm 103 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, 

so far has he removed our transgressions from us. (vv.11-12) 

My Bible states that the theme of Psalm 103 is, “God’s great love for us. What God does for us tells us what he is really like.” There are so 

many things listed in this psalm that it was hard to single one out from the rest. (Take a couple of minutes right now and read Psalm 103.) 

He forgives our sins, heals our diseases, redeems us, gives us His love and compassion, is “slow to anger, abounding in love,” doesn’t treat 

us as our sins deserve, or punish us according to what we truly deserve, and His love never ends.  David is the author of this psalm, and his 

descriptions of what God does for us are beautiful, and they invite us to ponder and meditate each verse. I think I could dwell on verses 11-

12 for a very long time. How high are the heavens above the earth? How far is the east from the west? We have no way to measure such 

things. Also, how greatly am I comforted by these wonderful things that God does for me? I love being loved like this and I could never 

thank Him enough for removing my transgressions so far from me!  So, I say with David, “Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, 

praise his holy name” (v.1). 

Isaiah 30:18-21; Acts 2:26-47; John 14:15-31 

 

Monday, April 8 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Mike & Lisa DiBiasio, Emma; Larry & Brenda DiSano; Keila DiSano; Rebecca DiSano; Tom Donley; Mark & Jennifer Doremus 

Romans 9:19-33 You will say to me then, “Why then does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?” (v.19) 

For me, this passage in Romans presents a conundrum since it involves the sovereignty of God and my belief that I can act and choose as a 

free moral agent. Paul doesn’t really answer the question as to why God has mercy on some and hardens the heart of others. [Yeah, guilty 

as charged for acting as “a human being, to argue with God.” (v.20)]  Paul talks about the clay and the potter and I’m the clay and God’s the 

potter, etc., but I see the issue as a valid question to which there is really no answer—and it should be admitted that Paul doesn’t answer it 

with this explanation.  That leaves me to read ahead further: “For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (10:13). So 

that’s my answer. I call on the name of the Lord and leave election to God, which is his business and not mine. 

 

Jeremiah 24:1-10; Psalm 31; John 9:1-17  

 

 

Tuesday, April 9 

Birthdays: Beth Dickinson 

Prayers for: Pat Doremus; Mike Downs; Brandon Drath; Michael & Kelly Edwards, Michael, Skylar, Jillian, Jocelyn, Silas; Grace England  
Romans 10:1-13 But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to 

bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). (vv.6-7) 

Understanding the complex theological messages the apostle Paul has packed into this chapter is not easy for me. It requires a willingness 

on my part to work at it; and, (gratefully) having a writing assignment, gives me the impetus to do the work. So, out of the several ideas 

that are laid out, I have focused on this short bit.  What I am hearing is that Christ is present with me at this very moment. He is not waiting 

for me to find him after my death. He is not somewhere in heaven seeking to greet me on my arrival. He is here, now, available. The Spirit 

of Christ is working to encourage me to confess with my lips and in my heart that I am justified and have been saved. And, in so doing, I can 

live a present life—not just passively, but actively—with a confidence and calm and a peace which passes all understanding. 

 

Jeremiah 25:8-17; Psalms 120, 121, 122, 123; John 9:18-41 

 

 

Wednesday, April 10 

Birthdays: Leon Collier, Sylvia Stewart, Brenda Valencia, Cathy Weisser 

Prayers for: Sarrah Joy Estrella; Wade & Valerie Fennel, Lauren; Kevin & Dena Fennell, Kelsey, Darcy, Rory, Danielle; Josiah Ferrill 

John 10:1-18 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a 

bandit.” (v.1) 

Jesus was issuing a warning to those who believed they had an exclusive membership to the “club.” His sheepfold however was not, and is 

not now, a club that excludes. It is not reserved for the wealthy or influential or the connected. If it were, that would leave me out in the 

dark and cold.  I listen for my Shepherd’s voice. I do this by prayer and worship and study. But, there still remain today, thieves and bandits 

of all different stripes that beckon me with a different path which is described as warm and bright and easy. Some things ring truer than 

others. The Shepherd’s voice has become more familiar to my ears. Lord, let me listen—intently. 

 

Jeremiah 25:30-38; Psalm 119:145-176; Romans 10:14-21 

 

 

Thursday, April 11 

Birthdays: Jim Jones 

Prayers for: Barry Firestone; Linda Flavin; Benjamin & Tey Flores; Silvia Flores; David & Linda Flower, Christina; Joe & Joyce Fontaine  
Romans 11:1-12 God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do you not know what the scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads 

with God against Israel? (v.2) 

Christian Zionist is a term used to describe a person like myself. It took quite a while for me to understand the origins and implications of 

the complex concept of Christian Zionism. It is an idea that has been kicking around for about a century and a half; and, it involves many 

interesting individuals and political decisions made by various governments over time. It has been associated with an additional concept 

known as “replacement theology” (i.e. the Christian church has replaced Israel as God’s chosen people).  Biblical theology is clear: Israel is 

God’s chosen people. Gentiles have been grafted into the true vine. I believe that the people of Israel are not pawns in a Christian end-

game that is designed to bring about and trigger mass conversion, the rapture, Armageddon, or the Second Coming. No one knows but the 

Father. I support Israel and her people because, as a Christian, I know that the Father’s promise is unbreakable and those who bless Israel 

will be blessed. And those who curse Israel will be cursed. 

 

Jeremiah 26:1-16; Psalms 131, 132, 133; John 10:19-42 

 

 

 

 



Friday, April 12 

Birthdays: Jim Boggs, Frank Boyd 

Prayers for: Kathy Freeman; LaVaun French; Fr. Oscar & Alejandra Gallego, Anthony, Santiago; Cruz & Lorenza Garcia; Phil & Susie Geaslen 

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-13 Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. When you search for me, you will find me; if 

you seek me with all your heart I will let you find me, says the LORD… (vv.12-13) 

In this passage, Jeremiah is writing to the exiles in Babylon. He is giving them instructions on how to continue their lives in a strange land. 

Wow! Strangers in a strange land.  Not to sound too dramatic, but I also feel like a stranger in my own life. I’ve been displaced by economic 

events. Removed from my daily life by medical and physical changes that have occurred. Disassociated from personal relations by time, 

distance, and death. Yeah, I’m a mess.  But the prophet is telling me otherwise. This is the truth that is grounding me: “For surely I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope” (v.11). I trust in God’s word 

and pray for my Lord’s plans for me to be fulfilled. 

 

Psalm 22; Romans 11:13-24; John 11:1-27 or 12:1-10  

 

 

Saturday, April 13 

Birthdays: Marty Medford 

Prayers for: Leobardo & Janeth Gallegos, L. Daniel, Jennifer; Manny Garcia & Kathy Buckner; Clay Gardner & Natasha Hill; Jim Geer 

Jeremiah 31:27-34 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law 

within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. (v.33) 

This passage immensely reassures my soul. It confirms for me what I consider to be one of the most important elements of God’s nature. 

That is, His consistent, merciful relationship with mankind. Ancient Israel strayed from God’s wishes and plans and the prophet Jeremiah 

took them to task on the issue. In like manner, from time to time, I stray from God’s path and plan for me. But my unfaithfulness is not 

repaid in kind by God.  Writing a new covenant with mankind, God has offered me the deal of a lifetime. I need to focus on opening my 

heart (my will) in the solid belief that this is what I want. That I need the Lord in a big way and a firm relationship is the foundation of being 

one of His people. 

Psalms 137, 144; Romans 11:25-36; John 11:28-44 or 12:37-50 

 

 

Sunday, April 14 

Birthdays: Tracey Weissling 

Prayers for: Brandon & Candy Geer, Cathy; Fr. Stan & Mary Gerber; Nicholas & Hillary Gerber, Elijah, Adalee, Jonah, Noah; Maryehdiah Giah 

Zechariah 9:9-12 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly 

and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. (v.9 NIV) 

In biblical times, when most traveled on foot, horses and donkeys were symbols of power and wealth. The horse was used in war; however, 

the donkey was used in peaceful endeavors. They carried food, people, and goods. People rejoiced when they saw a donkey coming into 

their village.  How appropriate that Jesus arrived in Bethlehem, in vitro, on a donkey. The King of Kings came to bring peace and to take on 

our burdens. The Bread of Life was born in order to feed us. Now, coming into Jerusalem to face his death, he rides in on a donkey as well. 

But the Messiah the people longed for, who would defeat the Romans by force, would have entered on a horse of war. The people missed 

the symbolism of Jesus entering on animal of peace, as well as the fulfilling of Zechariah’s prophesy. The voices, who cried out “Hosanna,” 

would become disillusioned and yell out “Crucify” in a matter of days.  How often do we want Jesus to do or be whom we want, then 

become disillusioned? What is our response? 

Psalms 24, 25; 1 Timothy 6:12-16; Matthew 21:12-17 

 

 

Monday, April 15 

Birthdays: Kevin Spiess 

Prayers for: Juan & Alma Gonzales, Yanely, Gabriela; Leocadio & Ophelia Gonzales; Chris & Rebekah Greenwood, Wyatt, Jesse 

John 12:9-19 At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that these things had been 

written about him and that these things had been done to him. (v.16) 

It is easy to shake our heads in disbelief. How could these twelve men, who’d spent three years in constant presence of our Lord, not get it? 

They’d seen his miracles, listened to his sermons and parables, witnessed his power as they traveled from village to village. Only after they 

received the Holy Spirit did the scales fall from their eyes, so to speak.  But to be honest, are we truly any different than they were? I have 

been a believer for decades, and there are times I still worry instead of trust, strike out on my own instead of waiting on God’s timing, try to 

persuade Him to do things my way instead of bending to His will…until I let the Holy Spirit guide me.  The good news is that God knows we 

can be spiritually dense at times. Even so, Jesus went through the worst agony ever to ensure he bridged the gap between our sin and his 

righteousness. Then he sent us a helper.  Maybe, when we look back on the amazing ways he has moved in our lives, we, like the disciples, 

will realize in hindsight what Jesus has done. 

Jeremiah 12:1-16; Psalm 51; Philippians 3:1-14 

 

 

 

Tuesday, April 16 

Birthdays: Peter Daigle 

Prayers for: Bill & Cindy Griffin; Donna Grove; Keith & Annamaria Hager, Skylar, Slade, Sophia; Allison Hall; Mark & Mary Hargis 

Philippians 3:15-21 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on earthly 

things. (v.19) 

I’m not a big TV watcher. But during a recent illness, I turned it on for several hours during the day and was shocked by the commercials. 

Most were about putting something in our mouths, be it a magic pill or a yummy, not-so-great-for-us snack. A few showed people being 

rude to each other as twisted humor. Still others hinted at illicit acts to be featured on an upcoming episode, I guess as shock-factor 

tantalizers. It left me thinking. Do advertisers truly believe people want to see, be, and act this way?  I guess nothing is new under the sun. 

Paul dealt with the same issues. The church in Philippi was exposed to the materialism of its metropolitan culture. He encouraged them to 

act according to Jesus’ teachings instead of letting earthly things govern their thoughts. He’d most likely write the same to us today.  The 

Philippian church took his advice and grew into powerful witnesses of The Way. As we digest his letter to them, will we do the same? 

 

Jeremiah 15:10-21; Psalms 6, 12; John 12:20-26 

 

Wednesday, April 17 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Mary Ellen Harrington; Bonnie Hartwell; Bill & Kris Heeter; Lois Henderson; Carols & Ana Hernandez; Carron Hollenberg 

Psalm 55 I said, “Oh, that I had the wings of a dove! I would fly away and be at rest.” (v.6) 

Remember the commercial of a woman going through a horrid day? She dreams she is soaking blissfully in a hot bubble bath instead. “Take 

me away,” she sighs. If you recently finished filing your taxes, you can probably relate.  Often, I have whispered the same thing when 

everything became overwhelming or went the way I didn’t want it to. Lord, make it stop! Take me away!  However, I remind myself of one 

of my favorite verses in the Bible, from my favorite book in the Bible—Philippians: “I can do all things through him who gives me strength” 

(4:13). It is in the daily reading for today as well, and I don’t see that as a coincidence.  Bubble baths are temporary reprieves. But 

eventually the aromatic foam dissipates and the water cools. Basking the in peace of our Lord is better. Anytime, day or night, we can let 

His loving peace soak into our pores. It may not change the circumstances, but it will improve our attitude and ability to cope. 

 

Jeremiah 17:5-10, 14-17; Philippians 4:1-13; John 12:27-36 

 

 

Thursday, April 18 

Birthdays: Noah Gerber, Simon Scherzer, Danny Winkler 

Prayers for:  Patrick & Susan Howard; Ben & Jeanette Hoyt; Ted & Shelly Huckaby, Kyra; Roberto & Julie Huerta, Knox, Schuyler; Kate Humes 

Jeremiah 20:7-11 You deceived me, LORD, and I was deceived; you overpowered me and prevailed. (v.7a) 

Not the verse you’d pick to comment upon today? I understand. It doesn’t sound like something Jesus would do, right? He would never 

deceive us.  And yet, Jesus often did something his disciples didn’t expect. On the night Judas betrayed him, our Lord performed an act only 

the lowest of servants was meant to do. He bent down and washed their feet. A few of them, and many others, expected him to rise up to 

be the Messiah and defeat their enemies. Instead, he defeated something even greater—pride.  An old saying proclaims that both pride 

and sin have “I” in the center. As followers of Jesus, we are to die to self in order to live. Become weak so we can gain strength to battle 

death and win. Doesn’t make sense to the world. Seems like a deception. But it is the overpowering truth.  Tonight, spend one hour with 

him in prayer as he asked his followers to do. Believe. 

 

Psalm 102; 1 Corinthians 10:14-17, 11:27-32; John 17:1-26 

 

Friday, April 19 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for:  Flor Ibarra; Ify Ibekwe; Angela Ireozo, Declan; Paul  & Michele Isherwood, Andrew, Karen; Donald & Marilyn Ishler 

John 13:36-38 Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now?” (v.37a) 

Poor Peter. His heart was in the right place, but his humanness kept getting in the way. Jesus knew Peter was not ready yet to be the Rock 

he’d proclaimed Peter would become. Peter had trials to go through first.  On this day, our Lord died on the hard wood of the cross. 

Tradition states Peter later did as well, but requested to be hanged upside down in humility. By following Jesus, Peter followed him into 

eternity. But only after he’d made a few mistakes and then received forgiveness. Then, he humbly accepted his commission in the upper 

room by his Risen Lord: “Feed and care for my sheep” (see John 21:5-17).  Sometimes, God lets us go through trials to reveal we are still 

works in progress. We must learn from our mistakes in order to become humble enough to do it His way. Then we can receive His 

forgiveness and, by power from the cross, do what He calls us to do. 

 

Genesis 22:1-4; Psalm 22; 1 Peter 1:10-20 

 

 

 

 

 


