
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Wednesday, May 29 
Birthdays: Linda Lutkus, Agnes Masih, Francisca Oduola, Lee Stein 
Prayers for: Tom Donley; Mark & Jennifer Doremus; Pat Doremus; Mike Downs; Brandon Drath; Grace England; Sarrah Joy Estrella    
Psalm 119:97-120 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. (v.105). 
Last night I made a big mistake. I live on a ranch and always have sprinkler pipes and hoses to move around to keep things irrigated. In the 
dark, last night, I headed out into the fields for a few simple irrigation changes. It looked so easy until I got out there without the flashlight I 
usually carry. I was a little overconfident, but that changed quickly on my way back to the house. I took a new path out of the field and 
climbed through the fences. I hit my shins two or three times and got several thorns stuck in my hands. Without a flashlight, I never saw the 
danger that was hidden in the shadows.  Isn’t that what happens when we head out into life each day without God’s guidance from reading 
His Word and our prayers? At the end of one of those days, without His Word, I feel beaten up and lost. It makes me anxious to stumble 
home from the dark to the warmth of His arms. 

 
Leviticus 26:27-42; James 5:13-18; Luke 12:22-31 

 
 
 
 
Thursday, May 30 
Birthdays: Colwyn Lee 
Prayers for: Michael & Kelly Edwards, Michael Skylar, Jillian, Jocelyn, Silas; Wade & Valerie Fennel, Lauren; Josiah Ferrill; Barry Firestone 
Matthew 28:16-20 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. (v.19). 
This verse reminds me of the two years I took off from my career to work for a ministry called the Jesus Film. It is a two-hour film about 
Jesus’ life that has now been translated into over 800 languages and viewed by more people than any film in history. During a two-week 
trip to Tanzania, I watched nightly as thousands of people, mostly Muslim, heard and saw the story of Jesus in their native tongue. We set 
up an outdoor screen and ran a projector with a generator because there was no electricity. Many of these people had never even seen a 
movie in their life. Afterwards, local pastors from Christian churches would preach and ask if anyone wanted to receive Christ. Amazingly, 
hands would rise, and tears were in their eyes. They had been touched by the gospel and God was working. I’ve seen the same film, shown 
in Spanish in a Mexican prison, change inmates' hearts. But you don’t have to go that far. Sometimes a golf buddy or a carpool friend needs 
the same message when their life is broken. 

 
Ezekiel 1:1-14, 24-28b; Psalms 8, 47; Hebrews 2:5-18 

 
 
 
 
Thursday, May 31 
Birthdays: Donna Grove 
Prayers for: Kevin & Dena Fennell, Kelsey, Darcy, Rory, Danielle; Linda Flavin; Benjamin & Tey Flores; Silvia Flores 
Hebrews 4:14—5:6 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in the time of 
need. (v.16). 
What an invitation God leaves out there every day for all of us who are so unworthy. Come boldly to Me for grace and I wait with open 
arms. I once heard some great wisdom that God does not wait as a stern customs officer ready to go through your moral suitcase. Many 
people never get over that incorrect vision of God and they miss out on all His love. God truly waits and then runs to you as He did with the 
long-lost prodigal son. He waits with open arms and a joyful heart that you have come home for forgiveness, love, and guidance.  There are 
days I feel like a lost man stumbling around in His grace. I am so thankful that God made a bridge to Himself through His Son Jesus. Just 
come as you are, problems and all. There is no reason to think we can, or should, clean ourselves up first. He says to come boldly to His 
throne, so our hearts can be healed and transformed. 

 
Ezekiel 1:28—3:3; Psalms 85, 86; Luke 9:28-36 
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Saturday, June 1 
Birthdays: Kyla Bayang, Lisa Musick 
Prayers for: David & Linda Flower; Joe & Joyce Fontaine; Kathy Freeman; LaVaun French; Phil & Susie Geaslen 
Luke 9:37-50 But Jesus said to him, “Do not forbid him, for he who is not against us is on our side.” (v.50). 
This teaching by Jesus hits home with me all the time. Sometimes I can be so critical of a fellow Christian who 
doesn’t live out their faith the way I think they should. My self-righteousness can silently attack one person 
for seeming to be too legalistic or another for seeming to be out of bounds with a more liberal view of their 
faith then mine. Why do I think there is only one right way to live out the gospel? It is hard, at that moment, 
to reel myself in and find some common ground with my brother. My Dad always taught me to build 
friendships by finding an area in life both parties agree on or have a common passion for. Start from shared 
interests and a friendship can blossom. One of my best friends lives his faith much more conservatively than 
me, but both of us love to play a competitive game of golf together a few times a week. We discuss and 
sometimes argue our beliefs on the course, but always finish by praying together. Hopefully, we sharpen each 
other as we live out the gospel in our own unique way. 

 
Ezekiel 3:4-17; Psalms 87, 90; Hebrews 5:7-14 

 
 
Sunday, June 2 
Birthdays:  
Prayers for: Fr. Oscar & Alejandra Gallego, Anthony, Santiago; Leobardo & Janeth Gallegos, L. Daniel, Jennifer 
Psalm 66 Say to God, “How awesome are your works!” Come and see the works of God. He is awesome in 
His doing toward the sons of men. (vv.3a, 5 NKJV) 
An early morning swim in our pool is refreshing, both for my physical well-being and my spirit. There is 
stillness and quiet before the people noises begin. The birds signal to each other. A light haze on the water 
rises slowly, barely visible as the brilliance of the sunrise intensifies. I am truly in awe of the works of God. 
This is my time for prayer as I take in all the sights and sounds of this small parcel of our earthly home.  I view 
the uniqueness of draping palm fronds and lacey ferns compared to blooms of the bird of paradise plant and 
the fragrant gardenias. My mind then revisits memories of the forested skyline from atop Mt. Pisgah in North 
Carolina and the majesty of colored rock layers of the Grand Canyon. I contrast a very calm, crystalline 
turquoise ocean lapping at the shell-filled sandy beach on our east coast with the thrashing and devastating 
surf that chewed up New England coastlines in a thundering storm. How awesome are the works of God in 
the natural wonders we witness. Awesome indeed! 

 
Ezekiel 3:16-27; Psalm 67; Ephesians 2:1-10; Matthew 10:24-33, 40-42 

 
Monday, June 3 
Birthdays: Troy Spiess 
Prayers for: Cruz & Lorenza Garcia; Manny Garcia & Kathy Buckner; Clay Gardner & Natasha Hill; Brandon & Candy Geer, Cathy; Jim Geer  
Psalm 89:1-18 Blessed are the people who know the joyful sound! They walk, O LORD, in the light of Your countenance. In Your name, 
they rejoice all day long, and in Your righteousness they are exalted. (vv.15-16) 
The joyful sound! Hymns and praise songs are a means to extol the message of Jesus and all of God’s mercies. We are so blessed to have a 
hymnal that encompasses decades of musical compositions and choral traditions to enhance our worship experience. I know that I have my 
favorites.  The thought of “the joyful sound” brings a smile to my face when I reflect on a special needs day camp this season that focused 
on the arts. The campers were offered opportunities in painting, culinary arts, creative writing, and, of course, music. At the end the five-
day camp, the young adults presented their Showcase of the week’s accomplishments. Artwork was displayed in the foyer. Tasty tidbits 
were prepared and served by the creative chefs. On stage in the auditorium, the young authors shared their creative stories and poems, 
either independently or with help. To conclude Showcase there was a short concert to present their joyful music. Every camper, with every 
ability, had the opportunity to hold the microphone for a short time and share their joy. Several campers were only capable of uttering a 
few sounds, but you know that their contribution to the concert was inspirational and uplifting. Their smiles sent their message. The varying 
limitations of their disabilities were overshadowed by their exalted joy and praise to God. 

 
Ezekiel 4:1-17; Hebrews 6:1-12; Luke 9:51-62 

Tuesday, June 4 
Birthdays:  
Prayers for:  Fr. Stan & Mary Gerber; Nicholas & Hillary Gerber, Elijah, Adalee, Jonah, Noah; Maryehdiah Giah; Donna Graves 
Psalm 100 Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. For the Lord is 
good; His mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures to all generations. (vv.4-5) 
I am thankful for the myriad blessings from God: good health, and good relationships with family and friends. But I am most thankful for the 
how the Holy Spirit leads me to answers when I share my concerns in prayer. Often, when I pray about how to resolve a concern, the 
answer may come from a radio program or an article in a publication that arrives in the mail. A conversation with someone may lead me to 
resources that I had not previously considered.  Recently, I carried a particularly stressful burden on my heart. It was causing physical stress 
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as well as mental anxiety. I attended church that Sunday morning. As the sermon unfolded, I began to tear up just a bit. The lesson from the 
Book of Wisdom revealed that in the midst of all despair, God gives us hope. Out of chaos comes that ray of light that brightens the 
pathway to hope. I returned home with a new spirit that there would be a good resolution. I am thankful for the Holy Spirit who leads me 
to the place I need to be to discern God’s personal message to me. 

 
Ezekiel 7:10-15, 23b-27; Psalms 97, 99; Hebrews 6:13-20; Luke 10:1-173 

 
 
 
Wednesday, June 5 
Birthdays:  
Prayers for: Juan & Alma Gonzales, Yanely, Gabriela; Leocadio & Ophelia Gonzales; Chris & Rebekah Greenwood, Wyatt, Jesse  
Ezekiel 11 “Although I have cast them far off among the Gentiles, and although I have scattered them among the countries, yet I sha ll be 
a little sanctuary for them in the countries where they have gone.” (v.16) 
In our reading from Ezekiel, God reveals that the Jews who are scattered throughout the lands will return to their beloved Jerusalem. 
However, cast into a foreign place, they created little sanctuaries so that they would continue to worship and keep their sacred traditions. 
The word sanctuary means a place of refuge or a holy place. We have all created our own little sanctuaries in a new place when we left our 
home base, whether it was far away to pursue job or educational opportunities, or locally to meet with a group whose shared interests 
draw everyone together.  I will always remember a very loving sanctuary that lasted only a few days but was an anchor at a time of deep 
concern. My husband had major surgery at a hospital hundreds of miles from our home. The recovery time before we could return home 
lasted about a week. In the hospital on the morning of the surgery, a wife and two sisters whose loved one was also having a similar 
procedure, saw that I was alone. They invited me to share a cup of coffee in the cafeteria. From that morning we continued to meet in the 
solarium at the hospital for prayer and sharing our common concerns for our loved ones. Our sanctuary provided support and solace until 
were able to return home. 

Psalms 101, 109:1-30; Hebrews 7:1-17; Luke 10:17-24 
 
 
 
 
Thursday, June 6 
Birthdays: Tracy Pegues 
Prayers for: Bill & Cindy Griffin; Donna Grove; Keith & Annamaria Hager, Skylar, Slade, Sophia; Allison Hall; Russ & Eva Hardy, Josephine 
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 19-32 “Repent, and turn from all your transgressions, so that iniquity will not be your ruin. Cast away from you all the 
transgressions which you have committed, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit.” (vv.30b-31a) 
How many times have you done something foolish or acted without considering the outcome of your actions? Have you caused another 
person to be angry or hurt or dismayed? Have you later admonished yourself and asked, “Why did I do that? What was I thinking?” Sadly, 
those are questions I ask myself far too often. We all make choices and then must live with the consequences, for better or worse. When I 
reflect about all my transgressions that occur on just a daily basis, and then amplify that number to my whole life, I am even more 
astonished at how God continues to accept me just as I am, despite all the bad “stuff”.  God gives us a plan for a fresh start, a chance to 
clean the slate. He says to get a new heart and a new spirit. What does that mean? First, we must repent and sincerely commit to make 
changes that will be pleasing to Him. And then, make the changes! Just as we trim out the dead branches and vines of our plantings, we 
need to trim out the dead spirit and ill will within us and allow new growth in our hearts. 

 
Psalm 105:1-22; Hebrews 7:18-28; Luke 10:25-37 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday, June 7 
Birthdays: Maria Del Carmen Bastard 
Prayers for: Mark & Mary Hargis; Mary Ellen Harrington; Maddie Harris; Bonnie Hartwell; Bill & Kris Heeter; Lois Henderson 
Luke 10:38-42 “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me.” And Jesus answered and 
said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things. But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good 
part, which will not be taken away from her.” (vv.40b-42) 
I am the oldest of four daughters in our family. My sisters and I share many funny stories. This is a favorite: it took place on a Saturday 
morning when three of us were cleaning and dusting and working very hard doing chores. The fourth sister was seated on her bed, painting 
her fingernails, paying no attention to all the busyness around her. We did not think it was fair and told our mom so. Determining what is 



fair, whether it is the size of a cookie or whose turn it is to empty the dishwasher, is normal in daily sibling interactions.  In this reading, we 
have a fairness issue: Martha is annoyed that she must serve the many guests and her sister is not helping. Mary chose to sit and to listen 
to Jesus. Martha is more concerned about food for the body, whereas Mary is feasting on food for her eternal soul. Fairness is a judgement 
call. In Ezekiel 18, God says that His ways are fair. By living a righteous life according to His commandments, we will be judged fairly by God 
according to our ways. 

Ezekiel 34:17-31; Psalm 102; Hebrews 8:1-13 
 
Saturday, June 8 
Birthdays: Horacio Salazar III 
Prayers for: Carlos & Ana Hernandez; Carron Hollenberg; Patrick & Susan Howard; Ben & Jeanette Hoyt; Ted & Shelly Huckaby, Kyra 
Psalm 108 Give us help from trouble, for the help of man is useless. Through God we will do valiantly, for it is He who shall tread down 
our enemies. (vv.12-13) 
In the version of the Bible that I am using, there are topical headings for groups of verses to introduce the theme or focus of the verses. In 
Psalm 108, the heading is “Assurance of God’s Victory over Enemies.” Psalmist David praises God, who will tread down our enemies. What 
an awesome image, God trampling down the enemies that will harm us. Victory is power over the enemy.  Those enemies appear every 
day—personal health issues, our children’s suffering from emotional or physical disease, or financial inadequacies. And you know that there 
are many who willingly offer advice, products, or services to mitigate or resolve the problems. The verse says that the help of man is 
useless. I do believe that the help of another person is beneficial with the insight and knowledge they provide as well as comfort in knowing 
that someone cares. But only God knows our heart. Only He can provide the path and give us the tools to defeat the enemies, no matter 
what kind of enemy is plaguing our life. “Through God we will do valiantly.” It is through prayer that we are led to be courageous, to act 
bravely, and be bold. That is the definition of valiance. 

 
Ezekiel 43:1-12; Psalm 107:33-43; Hebrews 9:1-14; Luke 11:14-23  

 
Sunday, June 9 
Birthdays: Ashley Clarke, Nathaniel Giles, Cohen Patton 
Prayers for: Roberto & Julie Huerta, Knox, Schuyler; Kate Humes; Flor Ibarra; Ify Ibekwe; Angela Ireozo, Declan; Donald & Marilyn Ishler  
Isaiah 11:1-9 He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears. (v.3b NIV) 
I live half a block up the street from a large lake. From our living room window during the day we see sunlight sparkle on the water. At night 
we see twinkling headlights from the streets and traffic on the far side.  There are two McDonald’s in opposite directions from this lake, 
both about three miles away. We can’t see either one from our window, but we have taken quick lunch trips to both. We always trust 
they’ll be right where people told us they would be, where we indeed found them when we last visited.  The beautiful lake view we can see 
is a welcome sight to our eyes. But there are times we need and want more than what we can see immediately through the window.  The 
same is true for our spiritual lives. That’s why Our Heavenly Father sent us His gift of the Holy Spirit, to guide us in finding all that God has 
for us. Because that provision is more than we can see at first. 

 
Psalm 118; 1 Corinthians 2:1-13; John 14:21-29 

 
 
Monday, June 10 
Birthdays: Caye Lankford 
Prayers for: Paul & Michele Isherwood, Andrew, Karen; Cathy Johnson; Cole & Kristen Johnson, Caleb, Heidi; James & Billie Johnson 
Psalm 56 When I am afraid, I will trust in you. (v.3) 
Four years ago, I suffered a stroke. All my balance and movements became hampered. I depend on my wife’s care to stay in our home. 
Yesterday (as I write) she had to spend the day in the ER for her own severe back pain. I was left alone in our house until we could learn if 
she would be coming back or staying in the hospital.  In those hours I got to practice trusting in God. I didn’t know what was happening with 
my wife. Seeing only the surface events, I understood none of them. But what we can see, the weapons of the world, are not what we fight 
with. The Lord delights in us, making us survive, victorious and blessed. At the supper hour, my wife’s friend who had spent the day with 
her brought her home. The doctors could find no infections or issues.  Today, on a new day, the promises and challenges will be repeated. 
We have another opportunity to make our hearts steadfast in the Lord. It will be a good day because of that! 

 
Deuteronomy 30:1-10; Psalms 57, 58; 2 Corinthians 10:1-18; Luke 18:31-43 

 
Tuesday, June 11 
Birthdays: Jennifer Gallegos, Zach Musick, Eric Stewart 
Prayers for: Jim & Vicki Jones; Judith Jordan; Joe & Penelope Kenney, Joshua, Aiden, Grace; Judy Kirk; Tiffany Kirkpatrick; Nancy Kison 
Luke 19:1-10 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your 
house today.” (v.5) 
When I have lost or mislaid something, I want to find it right now. It is not enough to enjoy memories of when I used to have the object or 
to be able to intellectually explain why car keys have a value to me. It is the same for God. God’s first question in the Bible is when He asks 
after Adam’s whereabouts. Even God wants to enjoy our immediate company, not just have us watch Him from a safe, lofty distance.  We 
may feel like our faint hearts are calling to Him from the ends of the earth. Our souls seem to know our hope can only be found in Him—if 



we can just find him. Our Heavenly Father already wants to be found by us. That is why He has already come so very near. His promise is 
that we will find life in Him.  And not only us. The blessing will spill over to our children as well. We are what Jesus came to seek and save. 

 
Deuteronomy 30:11-20; Psalms 61, 62; 2 Corinthians 11:1-21a 

 
 
 
Wednesday, June 12 
Birthdays: Dick Savacool, Coltin Spiess 
Prayers for: Roger & Paula Koehler; Fr. Bill & Anthea Kotlan, Erin; Patsy Kotlan, Jay; Nathan & Bonnie Kyser, Olivia, Elizabeth 
Deuteronomy 31:30—32:14 Remember the days of old; consider the generations long past. (v.7a) 
G. K. Chesterton defined “tradition” as the way we give our ancestors the vote. By honoring what our forefathers have handed down to us, 
we agree that they are giving us something valuable. They are sharing the hard lessons they learned of how to treat those treasures. We 
save time by not wasting ours in trying out dead ends they already learned to avoid. We recognize they came to know something real that 
is still true in our day.  It is the reason we take time to read both the Old and New Testaments of the Bible. When we see the record of how 
God nourished the saints of old with honey from the rock, it gives us reason to hope when we go through desert experiences. We are 
assured God will deliver the needy who cry out for help.  This is how we can boast of the things that show our weakness. They enable us to 
praise the greatness of our God, who never changes and always helps us from one generation to the next. 

 
Psalm 72; 2 Corinthians 11:21b-33; Luke 19:11-27  

 
 

Thursday, June 13 
Birthdays: Andrea Sierra 
Prayers for: Barbara Laake; Susan LaCoste; Tommy & Kathryn Lamb; Pat Landgren; Clarence Langlinais; Paul & Caye Lankford  
Psalm 71 Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, till I declare your power to the next generation... (v.18) 
As a child I learned I would be given no more lemonade to drink until my glass was empty again. Dessert would not be provided until my 
supper plate was cleared. Refills and treats were generously and gladly provided. But they were not going to be wasted if I d idn’t need 
them or wasn’t ready for them.  God, who knows each person’s heart, provides for us in somewhat the same way. He is our help and 
deliverer and does not delay. He is the refuge to whom we can always go. And He draws us into sharing His rescue work by showing us 
others who are in need when we have an abundance.  Others need it. The Lord needs it, too. He calls on it from our hands to give us 
opportunity to declare Him to others. And He replaces His provisions for us all as we encounter new days and fresh needs. Thus, His 
generosity is manifested in every time of need, His perfect power in the very times of weakness. 

 
2 Chronicles 6:18-31; Psalm 70; 2 Corinthians 12:1-10; Luke 19:28-40 

 
 
Friday, June 14 
Birthdays: Pat Stahl 
Prayers for: Colwyn & Krista Lee; Robert & Mary Legler; Paul & Stephanie Leonard; Linda Llewellyn; Chris & Diane Lolley, Lauren 
2 Chronicles 26:1-22 He had people working his fields and vineyards in the hills and in the fertile lands, for he loved the soil. (v.10b) 
My wife prepared a narrow strip of ground behind our apartment so she could grow her own vegetables. A few years ago, she cut the top 
from a pineapple she bought at the grocery and planted it beside our driveway. She now has a dozen pineapples she has carefully replanted 
as they sprouted new hijos. She shares a bumper crop of the fruit each year with our Florida neighbors. She loves to garden!  So does God. 
And He calls us to work with Him sowing the seed and tending the harvest for His kingdom. The Father does not want to be a burden to us. 
What He wants is not our possessions but our hearts. He wants to bring us peace that we can share with others. It brings Him sorrow if 
people fail to see that. And it brings Him sorrow if we fail to join Him in tending His garden.  Let our prayer be: “May those who hope in you 
not be disgraced because of me, O Lord.” 

Psalm 69; 2 Corinthians 12:11-21; Luke 19:41-48 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, June 15 
Birthdays:  
Prayers for: Luz Longoria; Dorothy Lowrie; Linda Lutkus, Lauren; Andrew & Sandy Mann, Marian, Maggie; Galen & Jody Mansee 
Psalm 75 It is God who judges: He brings one down, he exalts another. (v.7) 
On the television program Shark Tank, inventors and entrepreneurs describe their products to a team of wealthy investors, hoping one of 
them will put up the money that will allow the product to be successfully brought out in the consumer market. The people preparing to risk 
their money on these requests pepper the entrepreneurs with questions. It is an intense encounter. The investors bluntly bring down one 
dreamer and exalt another. Their first priority is not to make friends. They are there to make more money.  Paul, while desiring young 
Christians to grow strong and faithful, keeps a clear eye on the goal Jesus has. “Our prayer is for your perfection,” he writes. “Aim for 



perfection.”  He stresses this because he knows the Lord who loves them will also have questions for them. Jesus doesn’t mind when we 
pray for things and ask him questions. But his first priority is building his Father’s kingdom. So, we need to be ready when he replies by 
saying, “I will also ask you a question.” 

 
2 Chronicles 31:2-10, 20-21; Psalm 76; 2 Corinthians 13:1-14; Luke 20:1-8 

 
 
Sunday, June 16 
Birthdays: Linda Llewellyn 
Prayers for: Happy Mapunda; Fr. Nazir & Agnes Masih, Samia; Mike Mason; Mickey & Martha Ann Matkin; Jim Maxey & Barbara Garney 
Psalm 96 Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it. (v.11 NIV) 
I’ve recently spent seven glorious days and nights with my husband at Waimea Bay on Oahu. When I read this psalm, I couldn’t help but 
think that the author must have spent some time at a place such as this.  I’ll always remember our snorkeling adventure around the bay. 
The sun was overhead, which lighted our way. There were magnificently colored fish; the water was warm and crystal clear. The surge of 
the sea rocked us over the beautiful coral reef…and the only sound I was aware of was that of my own deep, rhythmic breathing. In a single 
moment, I felt I was a part of the heavens, the earth, the sea, and all that was in it.  Thanks, God, for Your good earth, the sea, and all that is 
in it. 

2 Chronicles 32:1–23; Psalm 93; Revelation 15:1-8; Matthew 18:1-14 
 
Monday, June 17 
Birthdays:  
Prayers for: Josephine Mayanga; Javier Mayor; Francesca Mba-Jonas, Rollins, Jacqlyne; Carol McBee; Nancy McCracken; Katie McKinley 
Psalm 80 Restore us, O God; make your face shine upon us, that we may be saved. (v.3) 
Oh, how the sun shined on us in Hawaii! However, there were two days in which the sun was covered by tropical rain clouds. During these 
two cloud-covered days, it occurred to me that the sun reminds me of the Son. I was warmed by the fact that, even though I couldn’t see 
the sun (Son), the fact remains that the sun (Son) is always there—rain or shine, in good times and in bad, in sickness and in health.  Son of 
God, thank you for your shining presence in our lives. 

 
1 Samuel 1:1-20; Acts 1:1-14; Luke 20:9-19 

 
Tuesday, June 18 
Birthdays:  
Prayers for:  Sara McKinley; Jim & Mary Medford; Clayton Melanson; Ernie Midgley; Dennis & Tacie Miller; Lois Miller; Gwen Nix 
Luke 20:19-26 He said to them, “Then give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God’s.” (v.25b) 
I give thanks to God. Thanks for the beauty and wonder of this tropical island of Oahu. Thank You for warm, soft sand in which to bury our 
toes. Thank You for the mild trade-winds that gently move the sultry air. Thank You for the warm salt water in which to float. Thank You for 
the delicate fragrance of beautiful flowers. Thank You for the colorful turquoise sea, the gentle night air, and the melodic sound of waves 
breaking on the shore. I am very grateful for all my senses in which to enjoy my Hawaiian vacation.  “Give to God the things that are God’s.” 
God, I give You my sincere thanks. 

1 Samuel 1:21—2:11; Psalm 78:1-39; Acts 1:15-26 
 

Wednesday, June 19 
Birthdays:  
Prayers for:  Ignacio & Severina Munguia; Jeff & Lisa Musick, Alex, Zach, Ben; Blake & Lauren Muskiet, Ethan, Parker; Alfred Ongiro 
Acts 2:1-21 “In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.” (v.17a) 
I take great comfort in this line from Acts. Isn’t it nice to know that God pours out his spirit on all people? I guess that means even people 
like me. People who have been divorced. People who have held a grudge. People who occasionally drink too much wine at dinner. People 
who are selfish; who get caught up in the idea of “but what’s in it for me?” People who—only once or twice—have gossiped about a family 
member or a friend (people who lie!).  Thanks, God, for not picking and choosing, but for pouring out your spirit on all people. Our 
challenge: to accept your spirit and embrace your grace. 

 
1 Samuel 2:12-26; Psalm 119:97-120; Acts 2:1-21; Luke 20:27-40 

 
Thursday, June 20 
Birthdays:  
Prayers for: Mark & Alice Norman, Hannah; Dele & Kemi Oduola, Francisca, Gabriel; Clarence & Chidimma Onunekwu, Kendrick, Adanna 
Psalm 34 The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit. (v.18) 
Truly, it is when I am brokenhearted that I feel closest to God. When my life is moving in a positive direction, I give a token “thanks” to God 
for various things and people in my life. But it is when I am in dire straits, when I am at the end of my rope—when I feel sad, scared, 
defeated, and brokenhearted—that the presence of God shines through. When I was going through my divorce in 1999 (“Oh, my God, I’m 
now a single mother with two young children? How did this happen? How will I cope? What should I do first?”), I was at a low point in my 
life. It was during this painfully frightening era that I turned to God, which, by the way, happened to be the best thing that has ever 



happened to me. This terrifying experience turned out to be one of the most positive events in my life. Go figure.  I was crushed in spirit, 
but He saved me in my darkest hour. Thanks be to God. 

 
1 Samuel 2:27-36; Psalm 83; Acts 2:22-36; Luke 20:41—21:4 

 
Friday, June 21 
Birthdays: Alex Ault, Penelope Kenney, Jody Mansee 
Prayers for: Rudy & Trisha Ortiz, Evelyn, Angilina; James & Caroline Osteen; Lizbeth Oviedo; Paul & Heather Palmer; Liz Pearsey 
Psalm 88 May my prayer come before you; turn your ear to my cry. (v.2) 
In his book Letters to Marc About Jesus, Henri Nouwen writes: “God’s way can only be grasped in prayer. The more you listen to God 
speaking within you, the sooner you will hear that voice inviting you to follow the way of Jesus.”  I’m on my knees right now—with an open 
ear and an open heart. Come, Lord Jesus. Turn your ear to my cry and give me the gift of awareness so that I may hear your gentle voice 
within. 

1 Samuel 3:1-21; Acts 2:37-47; Luke 21:5-19 
 
Saturday, June 22 
Birthdays:  
Prayers for: Chris & Meagan Patton, Christopher, Cohen; Mike & Jane Pavelka, Pam, Nicholas; John & Tracy Pegues; June Powell  
Acts 4:32—5:11 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them 
all. (v.33) 
I can’t help but think that this verse from Acts not only applied to the apostles then, but it applies to us today as well. Much grace is upon 
us now. Our job is to be intentional—to be actively seeking ways in which God’s grace enters our lives and how the Holy Spirit transforms 
us. I don’t know that He changes our situations, but I do believe He changes our hearts. Our job: create quiet time to simply  listen.  Open 
our hearts and souls to Your amazing grace, Lord. 

1 Samuel 4:1b-11; Psalms 87, 90; Luke 21:20-28 
 
Sunday, June 23 
Birthdays:  
Prayers for: Matthew & Ginger Phillips, William, Isabelle; Steve & Carol Powell; Susan Pride; Mike & Cecelia Railey; David & Carol Ray 
James 1:1-18 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. (v.4 NIV) 
I recall the many times I have been given a medical prescription with the instruction to finish all the medication even if, halfway through, I 
feel completely well. The advice is given for a good reason. Not following through by taking all the medicine weakens the immune system 
and symptoms return now or later, stronger than ever.  In our reading from James, and other parts of Scripture, we are told our trials are 
like that. Our spiritual immune system becomes weakened without constant adherence to the task at hand. Endurance is necessary for the 
strength we need for present and future battles. The testing of our faith builds our faith and, while we may wish for an easy out, 
perseverance must finish its work. It makes us better people; it makes us faithful disciples. 

 
1 Samuel 4:12-22; Psalms 66, 67; Matthew 19:23-30 

 
 
Monday, June 24 
Birthdays: Eliana Bastard, Skylar Edwards, Judy Kirk, Elaine Tumy 
Prayers for: Adrian & Eliana Ramirez, Esmeralda, Fernanda, Adrian; Tony & Nema Redding; Alan & Jan Rendl; Ted & Donna Ritts, Eric 
Luke 21:29-36 “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that day will 
close on you suddenly like a trap.” (v.34) 
In her book, My Heart Shall Not Fear, Josephine Lawrence tells the story of a young girl getting married and the counsel given by her 
grandmother: “Maybe I’d better tell you what it has taken me eighty years to learn,” the elderly lady offered. “It’s only five words long, but 
each one counts: don’t let life scare you, that’s all.”  That is advice I continually tell myself. Jesus knew how easy it would be to be weighed 
down with all the pressures that life has to offer. He reminds us how easily the anxieties of life can “close on you suddenly like a trap.” 
Often we need a correction of our focus when hard times tumble in on us, a focus to avoid that trap and get back on course. The worries of 
this life can scare us, but only if we let them. Faith in God, through Christ, will allow us to avoid that trap. 

 
1 Samuel 5:1-12; Psalm 89:1-18; Acts 5:12-26 

Tuesday, June 25 
Birthdays: Anne Birkhead, Roberto Huerta, Tacie Miller, Suzi Waters 
Prayers for: Braden Richter, Jessica Bradbury; Corey & Sloane Ritts, Declan, Elyn, Lochlan; Martha Rodabaugh, Lauren, Cassie; Kathy Rohm 
Luke 21:37—22:13 And Judas went to the chief priests and officers of the temple guard and discussed with them how he might betray 
Jesus. (v.4) 
How I dislike politics. There is so much lip service, saying just the right thing at just the right time to just the right persons. There is a story 
about a politician whose campaign took him to a rural area and an audience of people who were known to be both proud and religious. 
Since “religious” cannot be measured in votes, he proceeded to find out which of the many churches represented was the strongest as he 
began his speech. “My father was a Methodist,” he began. No response. “And my mother’s father was a Presbyterian,” he continued. 



Silence. “I had a fine old aunt who was a Baptist,” he added—and there was loud applause. Quickly, he responded, “And I have always 
followed the faith of this beloved aunt!”  We need to understand. Judas was a disciple who walked with the Lord and, I suppose, paid lip 
service in the opposite direction. Let’s be careful; lip service must be exchanged for the Lord’s service. 

 
1 Samuel 6:1-16; Psalms 97, 99, 100; Acts 5:27-42 

 
 
Wednesday, June 26 
Birthdays: Elizabeth Kyser 
Prayers for: David Ronkainer; Al Rosso; Horacio & Leticia Salazar Jr., Manuel, Elizabeth, Horacio III, Victor, Santos; Ramin Salbi; Kay Sanford 
Luke 22:14-23 They all began to question among themselves which of them it might be who would do this. (v.23) 
I have such fond memories of Roy Rogers and Dale Evans. They were, in my youth, King and Queen of the West. Later, I continued to 
admire them for the manner in which they lived and the principles they believed. Once, when a studio insisted Roy play the part of a 
drunken cowboy, he walked off the set and broke his contract. On another occasion, the couple was told not to sing “that Jesus song” at 
the rodeo. The couple politely informed they would sing the song or leave. They sang the song. They never questioned their principles, nor 
would anyone else.  Luke tells us the disciples of Jesus questioned among themselves who would betray him. Were their principles such 
that it could have been someone other than Judas?  How important it is for us today to live our lives in such a manner that the betrayal of 
our Lord could never be a topic of discussion. 

1 Samuel 7:2-17; Psalms 101, 109; Acts 6:1-15 
 
 

Thursday, June 27 
Birthdays: Ben Musick 
Prayers for: Dick & Jackie Savacool; Debbie Schaberg, Emma; Aaron & Mary Scherzer, Simon, Amelia, Eleanor; Charles & Jennifer Scherzer 
Luke 22:24-30 A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. (v.24) 
Take note that this is the very next verse to the one you read yesterday, when the disciples were discussing who would betray our Lord. 
Now they are debating rank and status!  Someone once remarked that so much could be done for the kingdom of God if it didn’t matter 
who got the credit. I believe there is much truth in that. “I did this or that,” I have been often told, “but no more! I received absolutely no 
recognition for my efforts.”  It was not until after the crucifixion and resurrection that the disciples would understand that might and power 
were not the foundation of Jesus’ kingdom. That’s a hard lesson for us too. Love and service often produce no plaques, no certificates. They 
should not have to.  

1 Samuel 8:1-22; Psalm 105:1-22; Acts 6:15—7:16 
 
 
 
Friday, June 28 
Birthdays: Mickey Matkin, Nema Redding 
Prayers for: Dennis & Rene Schiltz, McKenna, Brennan, Maggie; Fr. Michael & Rachel Schwandt, Margaret; Scotty Scott & Beth Dickinson 
Luke 22:31-38 “But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your 
brothers.” (v.32) 
Mention the word geyser and one particular geyser comes to my mind, and I would guess to yours too. It’s Old Faithful.  Does it seem odd 
to you that in a time when we seem to favor the largest, most powerful, and most majestic that we remember first a geyser which is 
neither? We remember Old Faithful because it is faithful.  Simon Peter’s faith would be shaken, and he would turn from our Lord. But Jesus 
knew Peter would turn back. “And when you do,” Jesus said, “strengthen your brothers.” Our faith, too, becomes shaky at times and we 
lose our closeness with the Savior. Faithfulness comes in not just turning back but remembering the other hurting souls who need to be 
strengthened, and our renewed strength strengthens them. 

 
1 Samuel 9:1-14; Psalm 102; Acts 7:17-29 

 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, June 29 
Birthdays:  
Prayers for: Ronnie & Lucy Sefcik; Grant & Heather Seiver, Wade, Mackenzie, Savannah, Isaac, Abigail, Luke; Valerie Shepherd 
Luke 22:39-51 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” (v.42) 
At one time, Windsor Castle had a conflict of wills, the will of the Lord Stewards and the will of the Department of Woods and Forests. Each 
department had a responsibility, one for the inside windows of the castle and the other for the outside windows. Consequently, both sides 
of the windows never got washed at the same time. It took a special meeting of both departments for that to happen, and that became 
increasingly difficult to arrange.  How difficult it is to turn loose of our will and surrender it to the Lord. We often wonder why we seldom 



stop to consider God’s will. “Here is what we are going to do, God,” we pray, “Bless me!”  A more effective prayer would be “Here is what I 
wish to do, Father. Nevertheless, not my will but your will be done. Bless me!” 

 
1 Samuel 9:15—10:1; Psalms 107:33-43, 108; Acts 7:30-43 

 
 
 
 
Sunday, June 30 
Birthdays: Mike Mason 
Prayers for: Warren & Donna Settles, Linden, Ethan, Deanna; David Sierra & Nina Torres, Alondra, Andrea; Avril Smith 
Matthew 21:23-32 The chief priests and the elders of the people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they 
asked. Jesus replied...“John’s baptism...was it from heaven, or from men?” They answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” (vv.23-24, 27 NIV) 
If the chief priests and elders were living under God’s authority as Jesus was, would they have had to ask the question, “by what authority 
are you doing these things?” As it was, they found themselves in a dilemma. If John’s baptism was from God, they would have to admit 
Jesus was the Messiah because John had been born to witness to that fact. If they denied his baptism was from God, they would have to 
bear the wrath of the people who believed he was God’s messenger. So, they took what they thought was the safer route. You can almost 
hear the chief priests and the elders say in perfect unison, “We don’t know,” even though the Truth stood before them.  I am ashamed to 
say that the lame, cowardly answer of the priests and the elders is all too often my answer, especially when a situation doesn’t feel safe to 
me.  Lord Jesus, help me to live under your clear authority, so that your truth will always be spoken, with confidence, from my mouth. 

 
1 Samuel 10:1-16; Psalm 118; Romans 4:13-25 

 
 
 
 
 


