
 

Friday, December 28 

Birthdays: Adrian Ramirez 

Prayers for: Sarrah Joy Estrella; Wade & Valerie Fennel, Lauren; Kevin & Dena Fennell, Kelsey, Darcy, Rory, Danielle; Barry Firestone 

Revelation 21:1-7 He said to me, “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give 

to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life.” (v.6) 

The imagery of thirst was probably weightier to the people of Jesus’ and John’s time than it is for most of us today. If I get thirsty, water is 

readily available from my home’s faucets, or from a public drinking fountain, or from a purchased bottle of water. Also, I live in Central 

Florida where there are no deserts, but an abundance of trees, lakes, and streams; droughts are not commonplace. Now think of the 

country of Israel, especially it’s desert regions, and imagine that your only form of transportation is your feet. Picture yourself walking all 

day in your sandals, sans sunglasses, from your town to another in the desert heat and blazing sun, with only a small canteen of water. 

Think you’d get a bit thirsty?  Water quenches our thirst, but the need for it later returns. Jesus, however, can quench our spiritual thirst 

and the result is new life in him in which we need never be thirsty again. Also, it is a free gift, ours for the asking. In John 4:10, Jesus says to 

the woman at the well, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. 

Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”  Thank you, Lord Jesus. 

 

Jeremiah 31:15-17; Psalm 124; Matthew 2:13-18 

 

 

Saturday, December 29 

Birthdays: Maggie Mann 

Prayers for: Linda Flavin; Benjamin & Tey Flores; Silvia Flores; David & Linda Flowers, Christina; Joe & Joyce Fontaine; Kathy Freeman 

Psalm 18:1-20 In my distress I called to the LORD; I cried to my God for help. From his temple he heard my voice; my cry came before 

him, into his ears. He reached down from on high and took hold of me: he drew me out of deep waters. (vv.6, 16) 

No matter what our “distress” is, no matter how large or small, God always hears our cries for help and is ready to pull us out of the deeps. 

He cares about every detail of our lives and He knows the number of hairs on our heads (Matthew 10:30). If this is true, doesn’t it follow 

that He knows the nature of the stress and pain in our lives?  Some years ago, I was talking with a friend about prayer and what to pray for. 

When I described to her my current pain and anxiety, she suggested I tell the Lord all about it. I objected, saying that this was so small and 

insignificant a problem when compared with what other friends were dealing with, that I just couldn’t trouble Him with it. Then she said 

words that I have never forgotten: “No problem we deal with is insignificant to the Lord. If it’s causing you pain, He cares and wants to help 

you with it.”  What a gracious, loving Lord we have. He is always there for us and ready to reach down and pull us out of whatever despair 

has settled over us. Thank You, Lord. 

Isaiah 12:1-6; Revelation 1:1-8; John 7:37-52 

 

Sunday, December 30 

Birthdays: Mary Hargis 

Prayers for: Lavaun French; Fr. Oscar & Alejandra Gallego, Anthony, Santiago; Leobardo & Janeth Gallegos, Daniel, Jennifer; Jim Geer 

Isaiah 62:6-7, 10-12 The LORD has made proclamation to the ends of the earth: “Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your Savior comes! 

See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him.’” (v.11 NIV) 

A proclamation to the ends of the earth used to be a time-consuming and expensive job. Now, in the 21st century, I can write a blog at my 

computer at home, post it, and it becomes accessible around the world in seconds. If I am writing about my faith and hope in Jesus Christ, I 

become one of the servants God has called to be part of the fulfillment of His word to Isaiah.  Jesus came to carry out the redemption plans 

of our Heavenly Father. Skies full of angels made it plain God was not going to keep it a secret. As one year ends and another begins, let us 

joyfully commit to carrying out our part in announcing this wonderful news to our part of the world. The proclamations that started at the 

first Christmas, and the rejoicing we have heard this past week, is not finished. It has just begun! 

 

Psalms 93, 96; Hebrews 2:10-18; Matthew 1:18-25 

 

Monday, December 31 

Birthdays: Shelia Chandler, Savannah Seiver 

Prayers for: Cruz & Lorenza Garcia; Rusty & Michele Gavin, Matthew, Madison, Jimmy; Phil & Susie Geaslen, Brandon & Candy Geer, Cathy 

Isaiah 26:1-9 You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in you. (v.3) 

Looking back over the not-always-pleasant surprises of the year gone by, Isaiah’s promise is a good one to return to often. With new 

headlines demanding our attention every hour, it is vital that we discipline our thoughts to return to a place of rest in Jesus.  In a changing 

world, he never changes. When every other anchor breaks and gives way, Jesus never fails. In dark hours of frightening turmoil, he is a rock 

where we find shelter and peace.  We end this year in gratitude, Lord Jesus, that you have continued to show your faithful care for us. We 

want to continue to place all our trust in you in the new year. It is our only hope to know peace in the midst of a noisy, chaotic world. Thank 

you for grounding us in your love. May we be faithful in sharing what we have found, sharing what you have shown us, with those you bring 

across our path every day. May our lives glorify you throughout the new year. 

 

Psalms 46, 48; 2 Corinthians 5:16—6:2; John 8:12-19 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Saturday, December 1 

Birthdays: Cody Ault, Jeanette Hoyt 

Prayers for: Corey & Sloane Ritts, Declan, Elyn, Lochlan; Ted & Donna Ritts, Eric; Kathy Rohm; Al Rosso 

Philippians 2:1-11 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort 

from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy 

complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. (vv.1-2) 

It’s New Year’s Eve for Christians. Tomorrow begins Advent—a period of reflection and preparation. A good 

time to make a few resolutions. As I read Paul’s advice, I know I have some improvements to make. I am sure 

we all do, if we are honest about it.  It is also an occasion to look at the upcoming year and determine how 

your church can better fulfill the Great Commission in Matthew 28. (See yesterdays’ devotional.) How will you 

help your fellow parishioners tell others about Christ, treat each other with tenderness and compassion, and 

be like-minded in learning and teaching the Good News?  In today’s reading from Luke, Jesus wept over 

Jerusalem and then cleansed the temple from those who had other intents besides worship. I wonder how 

he’d react if he walked in on my congregation tomorrow? How about yours? It is something to ponder and 

pray about as we begin this holy season leading up to his birth. 

 

Zechariah 14:12-21; Psalms 137, 144; Luke 19:41-48 

 

 

Sunday, December 2 

Birthdays: Bonnie Boyce, Debbie Ross, Anna Weil 

Prayers for: Martha Rodabaugh, Lauren, Cassie; David Ronkainer; Debbie Ross, Landen; Ramin Salbi 

2 Peter 3:1-10 First of all you must understand this, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, 

following their own passions and saying, “Where is the promise of his coming?” (v.3a RSV) 

I don’t know about you, but I’m not good at waiting for anything. If I’m stuck in a line at the store, I fidget and   

look all around, hoping another cashier will open up immediately. When I’m behind a bunch of stalled traffic 

and I’m in a hurry, I may not lay on the horn, but I’m tempted to say things a Christian shouldn’t. So, it’s no 

wonder people are impatient about Christ’s promised return—after all, we’ve waited over 2,000 years! And 

yet, in this same passage, we are reminded that “with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a 

thousand years as one day” (v.8). So maybe we’ve only been waiting for two years.  This paradox is a good 

perspective to adopt, whether about life’s many circumstances that try our patience, or about the Second          

Coming of Christ, which we anticipate during this season of Advent. Perhaps it would help us to think more     

about when Jesus came the first time, and how he comes into our hearts, minds, and lives daily—when we   

    invite him. 

Isaiah 1:1-9; Psalms 146, 147; Matthew 25:1-13 

 

 

Monday, December 3 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Horacio & Leticia Salazar Jr., Manuel, Elizabeth, Horacio III, Victor, Santos; Kay Sanford; Dick & Jackie Savacool; Sarah Scherzer  

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 We give thanks to God always for you all, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, remembering before our God 

and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brethren beloved by 

God, that he has chosen you. (vv.2-4) 

I was almost always the last kid chosen for any kind of sports event when I was in school. Granted, I wasn’t the athletic type. As an adult, I 

joke, “I lift weights. Feel my purse.” Thank goodness, the days of having to try out for gymnastics or field hockey are long over. And how 

blessedly reassuring it is, that—as today’s Epistle lesson tells us—we have been chosen by God. In fact, Ephesians 1:4 (NLT) declares: “Even 

before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ.” Wow! That is way better than getting chosen first for the softball team.  

Advent is a season in which we are called to an expectant hope, while at the same time honestly bringing to mind our sins. Because God 

wanted and chose us even before He created the world, we should feel so hugely loved that we can safely and securely open ourselves to 

the Lord in both anticipation and repentance. Maranatha—come, Lord Jesus! 

 

Isaiah 1:10-20; Psalms 1, 2, 3; Luke 20:1-8 

 

SSTT..  TTIIMMOOTTHHYY’’SS  TTIIMMEESS    

DDAAIILLYY  DDEEVVOOTTIIOONNAALL  RREEAADDIINNGG  
 

Used with permission from the Bible Reading Fellowship 

PO Box 380 Winter Park, Florida  32790 

Prayer for St. Timothy’s 
 

Most loving God, whose wisdom 

 has guided St. Timothy’s 

Anglican Church 

 since its beginning, 

 stir up your Spirit in our midst 

and lead us forward in the work 

we are called to do. 

Enable this congregation to 

continue in service to you and 

in ministry within and 

 beyond our walls. 

Cleanse us of petty rivalries, 

sensitivities, vanities, 

discourtesies – everything 

which distracts us, thus freeing 

us to rejoice in the good 

performed by others. 

Grant that we may be united in 

a common purpose and share in 

a single spirit… 

 your Spirit, Lord. 

Bless our work together that we 

may faithfully envision what you 

are calling us to be and to do, 

and bless our efforts to be 

faithful to your calling. 

Grant that your attractive 

goodness may be seen in all our 

faces, your warm accents of 
love heard in all our words, and 

in our lives may we show 

something of you to 

 all the world. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

AMEN. 
 



Tuesday, December 4 

Birthdays: Debbie Taylor 

Prayers for:  Debbie Schaberg, Emma; Aaron & Mary Scherzer, Simon, Amelia, Eleanor; Charles & Jennifer Scherzer; Jessica Schwiesow 

1 Thessalonians 2:1-12 …for you know how, like a father with his children, we exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and 

charged you to lead a life worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory. (vv.11-12) 

Every one of us could use some encouragement, and we are all born to “lead lives worthy of the God who calls us.” That’s why I am so 

deeply grateful for the teachers, pastors, parishioners, family members, friends, and mentors, who, over the years, have both spoken words 

of encouragement and hope to me, and reminded me of, and supported, God’s calling upon my life.  During Advent, as we await the 

coming of our Savior, pray about how you might exhort and encourage someone who may also need a friendly reminder that God has 

called them into His kingdom and glory—which are coming! 

 

Isaiah 1:21-31; Psalms 5, 6; Luke 20:9-18 

 

 

Wednesday, December 5 

Birthdays: Ana Hernandez 

Prayers for: Dennis & Rene Schiltz, McKenna, Brennan, Maggie; Fr. Michael & Rachel Schwandt; Scotty Scott & Beth Dickinson;  

Isaiah 2:1-11 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD. (v.5) 

For a certain period when I was a small child, at bedtime I was terrified of my dark closet. My father installed a night light, but I was still 

frightened. Then Daddy had the brilliant idea of telling me an adorable little fuzzy creature lived in the closet, but needed to come out at 

night, so we had to leave the door open for him. (This was decades before the great kids’ movie, Monsters, Inc.) Because I loved and 

trusted my Dad so much, I believed him, and calmed down.  The prophet Isaiah writes of a light that is even more comforting than a night 

light: It is the Light of the Lord, and we are to walk in it, amidst the scary darkness of a world that seems to have gone mad with hatred, 

violence, and evil. How do we do this? In verse 11, Isaiah ends with an exhortation to humility. This attitude of the heart turns on the Light. 

Perhaps Micah 6:8 sums it up best: “Do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.” 

 

Psalm 119:1-24; 1 Thessalonians 2:13-20; Luke 20:19-26 

 

 

Thursday, December 6 

Birthdays: David York 

Prayers for: Ronnie & Lucy Sefcik; Grant & Heather Seiver, Wade, Mackenzie, Savannah, Isaac, Abigail, Luke; Robbie & Merrie Sheltz 

Psalm 18:1-20 In my distress I called upon the LORD; to my God I cried for help. From his temple he heard my voice, and my cry to him 

reached his ears. (v.6) 

Every Sunday, for several weeks before my “Emmaus Road” conversion experience (the living Christ was revealed to me in the Breaking of 

the Bread), I sat in the balcony at the church I attended and cried through the entire service. At that time, I was unfamiliar with 2 

Corinthians 7:10, “godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret.” Later, I would understand those tears from 

God’s perspective. My personal life had hit a wall, and everything I held dear was falling apart—from relationships to ideologies. I felt I had 

totally messed up my life, and wasn’t keen on continuing it.  Then, on All Saints’ Day 1987, the living Christ was revealed to me during Holy 

Communion, and my life was changed forever. Truly, in His temple, the Lord had heard my distressed cry for help, and He answered with a 

love and forgiveness so profound, that the following year He called me to preach that Good News for the rest of my life. Thanks be to God! 

 

Isaiah 2:12-22; 1 Thessalonians 3:1-13; Luke 20:27-40 

 

 

Friday, December 7 

Birthdays: Amelia Scherzer, Kent Weissling 

Prayers for: Warren & Donna Settles, Linden, Ethan, Deanna; Valerie Shepherd; David & Nina Sierra, Alondra, Andrea; Brenda Spiess, Lauren 

Psalm 16 I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me. (v.7) 

I’ve struggled with insomnia my entire life. As an older kid, I’d hide under blankets with a book and a flashlight when I couldn’t sleep. Now, I 

prop myself up on pillows with reading material and a clip-on LED book light. Sometimes I fall asleep OK, but then I wake up a few hours 

later. When I’m lying awake in the middle of the night, I’m tempted to start worrying about one thing or another. But there’s a saying, 

“Give your troubles to God; He’s up all night, anyway.” So, I try to pray. Psalm 16 reminds us that even in the night, God can give us counsel 

and instruct our hearts. Maybe that’s why sometimes I awaken with the perfect solution to a problem that had eluded me in waking hours! 

The fastest way for me to fall asleep is to imagine myself snug in bed at my grandparents’ home by the sea, in Greece. Actually, an 

earthquake destroyed the house in 2008. But in my mind, that much-beloved refuge is still there—and so am I—hearing the waves slap the 

shore and smelling lemon blossoms through the open window. Not only is God with us through every night, He also gives us wonderful 

memories to lull us to sleep. 

Isaiah 3:8-15; Psalm 17; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12; Luke 20:41—21:4 

 

 

 

Monday, December 24 

Birthdays: Adalee Gerber, Ben Hoyt, Kay Sanford 

Prayers for: Consuelo Cecilia Cruz; Michael & Kay Daigle, Paul, Peter, Kaylee; Rana Dannaoui, Amir, Lynn; Bill & Caroline Davies 

Psalm 46 He says, “Be still and know that I am God.” (v.10a) 

On this day before Christmas, I pray that each of us will set aside a small portion of time to get quiet, enter our “prayer closet”, and be still 

before our Almighty and Ever-loving God. Reflect on His goodness. Thank Him and praise Him for every aspect of your life, beginning with 

your family. Complete your time of thanks and praise by acknowledging Him for the greatest gift of all, His son Jesus Christ.  This one 

sentence, “Be still and know that I am God,” reminds us that it is only when we are still—quiet, unhurried, calm, clear-headed, focused on 

listening—that God can speak to us and give us the assurance of His presence in our lives. If we are not quiet, that is, if we are doing all the 

talking, we won’t hear Him. Think, for example, how frustrating it is to be speaking to someone when they keep interrupting you, or are 

looking at their cell phones while you are speaking! Admittedly, it is hard to be quiet before the Lord because our minds keep us distracted. 

The only way I am ever able to be quiet is to ask the Holy Spirit to take charge of my thoughts, and quiet my mind. He has the power I lack. 

Thank You, Heavenly Father, that You never ask us to do anything that You aren’t ready and willing to empower us (through the Holy Spirit) 

to do. 

Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 45; Revelation 22:12-17, 21; Luke 1:67-80 

 

Tuesday, December 25 

Birthdays: David Anderson, Barbara Laake 

Prayers for: Dorie Dawson; Shane & Kristina Dear, Jacob, Lauren; Fisoye & Solape Delano; Art & Peggy DePue; Mike & Lisa DiBiasio, Emma 

1 John 4:7-16 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 

(v.9) 

Happy Birthday, Jesus! On this day, you left your heavenly home. You, the infinite, sinless Son of God entered a finite, sin-filled world. Why? 

Because you love your Father and are always obedient to Him, even when you knew it would involve pain, suffering, and ultimately, your 

death on a cross. But you also knew that God is love, and because He loved His fallen children so very much, He sent you, the pure and 

perfect one, to be the final sacrifice for the sins of all mankind, for all time, so that we could have eternal life and live with you and the 

Father forever. You conquered death by your resurrection, and we praise and thank you for this great gift!  On this glorious Christmas Day, 

in the midst of the giving and receiving of gifts, the merriment and the feasting, help us, Jesus, to remember that you are the Gift from our 

loving Father in heaven. When we look at an evergreen Christmas tree, help us, Father, to be reminded of Your ever-present love and Your 

never-ending grace and mercy. Like an evergreen, Your “color” never changes. You are always with us, protecting us, always filled with 

compassion and ever-ready with Your forgiveness. Unlike earthly evergreens, however, You will live forever and, because of what Your Son 

did on earth, we may now live forever through our faith in You.  Happy Birthday, Jesus. You are truly the greatest gift of all! 
 

Zechariah 2:10-13; Psalms 2, 85; John 3:31-36 

Wednesday, December 26 

Birthdays: David Brookes 

Prayers for: Jonnathan & Jade DiSano, David, Jonnathan; Fr. Larry & Brenda DiSano, Rebecca, Keila; Tom Donley; Mark & Jennifer Doremus 

Psalm 31 Into your hands I commit my spirit; redeem me, O LORD, the god of truth. (v.5) 

This is the verse that, according to the Gospel of Luke, Jesus quoted in part just before he died. Jesus, being a Jew, had been raised with the 

psalms, and they were part of the worship services in the synagogues. Sometimes recited and sometimes sung, the psalms were an integral 

part of the fabric of spiritual life for the Jews in Jesus’ time.  Scripture also records (Acts 7:59) that just before he died from stoning, 

Stephen uttered similar last words, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” As I reflected on these two men’s words, it occurred to me that this is 

something that must certainly please God; it is His desire that the spirits of all believers be totally committed to Him. It is what Oswald 

Chambers refers to in his book, My Utmost for His Highest, as being “abandoned” to God. Another way Chambers puts this idea is that of 

giving up one’s rights to oneself, so that God’s agenda for me supplants my own self-centered agenda. Getting to the point of being totally 

“abandoned” to God is not easy for most of us, but it is the goal of a Christ-centered life.  I know that this is the path to real freedom, 

lasting peace, and a joy-filled life. Help me, Lord to be completely abandoned to You. 
 

Jeremiah 26:1-9, 12-15; Acts 6:8—7:60; Matthew 23:34-39 

Thursday, December 27 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Pat Doremus; Mike Downs; Brandon Drath; Michael & Kelly Edwards, Michael, Skylar, Jillian, Jocelyn, Silas; Grace England 

1 John 1:1-9 God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 

purify us from all unrighteousness. (vv.5b, 9) 

What a wonderful promise we have in this passage from the first letter of John. Take a moment to ponder this idea of God being “light” and 

what you know about the physical properties of light. Light dispels darkness, the more light there is, the clearer and farther one can see. 

Full, bright light illuminates what was previously hidden in shadows. Sunlight brings heat that warms cold objects, and without sunlight 

plants wither and die.  Now, with these things in mind, think about light in the spiritual realm. For me, I see God’s light as the great 

illuminator in my life, revealing my sins and shortcomings that I may have tried to hide in the darkness. Also, as light shines on a dark path, 

God leads me through troubled times, and as my guiding light throughout my life, He is the illuminator of my mind, soul, and spirit. God is 

light and God is love, which is why He sent His Son into the world and why His Son gave his life for us, so that his blood could cleanse and 

purify us.  Without Your light, O gracious Lord, I stumble in the dark. Thank You for piercing the darkness of my soul with Your cleansing 

light. 

Exodus 33:18-23; Psalm 92; John 21:19b-24 



Thursday, December 20 

Birthdays: Lisa DiBiasio 

Prayers for: Bruce & Jane Brough; Tom Burgess; David & Betsy Burns; Nita Burrer, Jason; Brian & Gail Cahill; Bob & Mary Capps 

Psalm 50 “I do not need the bulls from your barns or the goats from your pens. Make thankfulness your sacrifice to God, and keep the 

vows you made to the Most High.” (vv.9, 14) 

Too often, I practice “Resume Theology”. This is where I fill out my Christian resume with all the good and worthy stuff I’ve done, and 

present it to Jesus for hiring approval. But this is not what God cares about.  Psalm 50 shows the Israelites doing the exact same thing. They 

“padded” their righteousness resumes with nifty bulls and goats, while neglecting to bring the “thankfulness” and “honoring vows” that our 

beloved Most High really prizes. It’s not about my accomplishments. It’s about my thankfulness for His accomplishments. 

 

Isaiah 9:18—10:4; 2 Peter 2:10b-16; Matthew 3:1-12 

 

Friday, December 21 

Birthdays: Elyn Ritts, Charlie Taylor 

Prayers for: Otto Carl; Wayne & Debby Carpenter; Tim Caudill, Keegan; Jorge & Elizabeth Cavazos, Arianna; Emile & Lynn Champion 

Psalm 54 Come with great power, O God, and rescue me! Defend me with your might. Listen to my prayer, O God. Pay attention to my 

plea. (vv.1-2) 

Christmas is almost here—a time of joy, goodwill, and utter panic. Yes, you read that right. I’m triggered by tinsel, hounded by holly, and 

bullied by silver bells. I’m so busy “doing” for Christmas that I hardly have time for “being” with Christ. I’m not proud of it, but it’s the truth. 

In Psalm 54, David is terrified at being hunted by Saul. And, while I doubt that the king’s minions were packs of teeth-gratingly cheerful 

Holiday Elves, I can still relate. When David was overwhelmed, he cried out to God. The Lord restored and encouraged His favorite 

shepherd boy, just as He restores me during the harried Christmas season. Take that, Holiday Elves! 

 

Isaiah 10:5-19; Psalm 40; 2 Peter 2:17-22; Matthew 11:2-15 

 

Saturday, December 22 

Birthdays: Susie Geaslen, Cecelia Railey, Victor Salazar 

Prayers for: Travis & Shelia Chandler; Greg & Joan Chapman; Gene & Genevieve Chism; Maureen Clairday; Keith & Lisa Coe; Leon Collier 

Isaiah 10:20-27 But though the people of Israel are as numerous as the sand of the seashore, only a remnant of them will return. The 

LORD has rightly decided to destroy his people. (v.22) 

Isaiah’s terrifying prophecy of Israel’s winnowing by the Assyrians might seem an odd choice for a Christmas reading, but I think it is 

perfect. The Lord Almighty smites His own people in this passage—a jarring image when compared to the God “who so loved the world that 

He gave His only begotten Son.” But this passage importantly reminds us that the “road to Jesus” was not an easy one. The Lord had been 

carefully shaping His Hebrew children for centuries until they were ready to receive His most precious son in human form.  When I look at 

the crèche, I remember the thousands of years of tough, painful, and sometimes bloody preparation God put in to make that glorious life 

happen. It wasn’t an easy birth. But it was a very good one. 

 

Psalm 55; Jude 17-25; Luke 3:1-9 

 

Sunday, December 23 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Scott & Ashley Clarke, Weston, Trevor, Chase; Allan & Sue Cox; Robert & Caroline Craze; Robin Cross, Edward; Mary Karen Davis  

Isaiah 42:1-12 “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him and he will bring justice 

to the nations.” (v.1 NIV) 

It is now two days until Christians everywhere will celebrate the birth of our precious Lord Jesus, God’s servant and obedient, sinless, one 

and only Son (see John 3:16). I continue to marvel at God’s wisdom, power, mercy, and love for us as He speaks through His prophet Isaiah 

and others, foretelling both the character of the Messiah, our Savior, and also the many things that will be accomplished through him.  

Today is also my wedding anniversary. In 2016 my husband and I celebrated our 50th, and both of us know and have often told others that 

it is absolutely, unquestionably, the grace and mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that has kept us together and kept our love for each other 

alive all these years. What a great blessing that he came into our lives when he did, after the birth of our second child. As we began to grow 

closer to the Lord, He drew us closer to each other, deepening our love and trust of each other and of Him. He directed our paths during 

our remaining parenting years through our participation in small group Bible studies, our attempt at daily private prayer time, and the 

spiritual mentoring and guidance of more mature Christian friends and leaders.  Thank You, Lord God, for giving us Your amazing servant 

and Savior, who has given us our very lives! 

Psalms 24, 29; Ephesians 6:10-20; John 3:16-21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, December 8 

Birthdays: Linda Flower, Cathy Geer, Mike Weil 

Prayers for: Eric & Myschel Spiess, Kevin; Troy & Brandi Spiess, Coltin, Gavin; Frank & Pat Stahl; Lee & Dianna Stein; Julie Stevenson 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call, and with the 

sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first; then we who are alive, who are left, shall be caught up together with 

them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and so we shall always be with the Lord. (vv.16-17) 

Our Epistle lesson for today continues the Advent theme of the coming of Christ. What an amazing picture Paul paints for us in his first 

letter to the church at Thessaloniki. Great artists throughout history have sought to depict this breathtaking scene on canvasses and in 

church frescoes. But I don’t think anything can prepare us for how awesome, and awe-inspiring, will be the actual return of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  According to this passage, first there will be the Rapture of living Christians, then the resurrection of deceased believers—and all of 

us will be with the Lord forever. The “special effects” that go along with Jesus’ return sound pretty terrifying. But God’s promise to take us 

to be with Him forever is a great comfort. It certainly gives me inner peace—during what can be a hectic season in our worldly culture (as 

well as the church!)—and I pray it will do the same for you this Advent. 

  

Isaiah 4:2-6; Psalms 20, 21; Luke 21:5-19  

 

Sunday, December 9 

Birthdays: Martin Bayang 

Prayers for: Eric & Sylvia Stewart; Anne Sundquist; Fred & Charlotte Talley; Bill & Debbie Taylor, Katherine, Charlie, Bella; Linda Tervay 

2 Peter 3:11-18 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly 

lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. (vv.11-12a NIV) 

In our human condition we are all speeding toward growing up and growing older. Health spas, pills, and creams abound in our attempt to 

delay the inevitable. Now, as I joyfully embrace my grandchildren, I find that I ponder eternity ever more frequently, and I wonder what 

“the day of God” will be like.  I have a saying on my bulletin board that prompts me to stop and think seriously about where I’ve been, how 

I’m living, and the ways in which choices I make will affect the future. I don’t recall who said it, but the saying goes like this: “My reaction in 

every situation is a witness for or against me in eternity.” This is a pretty sobering thought, but it causes me to ponder what the Lord will 

say when I stand before him and give an account of my life. Have you ever wondered if the Lord will ask you questions such as, “What did 

you do with my son, Jesus?” or “What did you do with the love I gave to you to give to others?”  I am certainly thankful that Jesus will be 

there with me on that day, just as he promised. 

Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalms 148, 149, 150; Luke 7:28-35 

 

Monday, December 10 

Birthdays: Merrie Sheltz 

Prayers for: Greg & Terry Thomas; Lucy Tischler; Jim & Elaine Tumy, Jack; Jose & Brenda Valencia; Dick & Marlene Van Horne; Pete Varney 

Luke 21:20-28 “When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” (v.28) 

The disciples were sitting at Jesus’ feet eager to learn all they could from the Master. The disciples had just been talking about “how the 

temple was adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God” (v.5). In his infinite wisdom, Jesus chose that moment to tell 

them about the signs of the end of the age. The disciples were all ears. “‘Teacher,’ they asked, ‘when will these things happen?’” (v.7). 

What Jesus describes is not a pretty picture: warring nations, earthquakes, famines, pestilence, persecution of believers, betrayal by family 

members (do these things sound familiar?), even heavenly bodies would be shaken. It will be a time of terror and apprehension, of being so 

totally out of control that the only thing that will save us will be Jesus’ return.  Jesus is the reason and the hope that has enabled believers 

to stand firm throughout the ages in the face of extreme adversity. When all else fails—and Jesus has told us it will—we must stand up and 

lift up our heads, because our redemption is drawing near. 

 

Isaiah 5:8-12,18-23; Psalm 25; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

 

Tuesday, December 11 

Birthdays: Genevieve Chism 

Prayers for: George & Sandra Vick; Chris & Lisa Wanner, Matthew, Nicholas; Ray & Suzi Waters; Mike & Anna Weil; Cathy Weisser   
1 Thessalonians 5:12-28 Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

(v.16) 

Darlene Rose’s missionary assignment in Papua, New Guinea, was cut short when she was captured by the Japanese, separated from her 

husband (whom she never saw again), and imprisoned for four years in a concentration camp during World War II. Her story is about her 

loving relationship with Jesus that brought her great joy amidst deplorable, rat-infested living conditions, hunger that drove her to eat 

maggot-infested food, and the psychological terror of expecting to be executed at any moment.  Darlene sought the Lord’s help in prayer, 

moment by moment, and made herself available to do His work. One time, the Lord opened the way for her to lay the Plan of Salvation 

before the Japanese camp commander! Jesus had promised Darlene that he would never leave her or forsake her.  She ends her story with 

a heartfelt thank you to Jesus because he had kept his promise and she was drawn closer to him through her experience. Her story is an 

encouragement for us as we face life’s challenges. Being in Christ Jesus, we too can “be joyful always; pray continually; [and] give thanks in 

all circumstances.” 

Isaiah 5:13-17, 24-25; Psalms 26, 28; Luke 21:29-38 

 



Wednesday, December 12 

Birthdays: Allan Cox 

Prayers for: David & Helen Weigand, Alaina, Cassie, Nathaniel, Charlie; Kent & Tracey Weissling, Sean, Jeff; Erma Wetmore; Addie Yeboah 

2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may count you worthy of his calling, and that by his 

power he may fulfill every good purpose of yours and every act prompted by your faith. (v.11) 

Throughout his letters, Paul is constantly praying for faithful believers to continue to grow in their faith. I’m sure Paul prayed for the sick 

and dying, but his main focus seems to be lifting up believers so that they would stand strong and courageous in the work God had called 

them to do.  One of my favorite prayers of Paul is Colossians 1:9-14. Four or five years ago, I wrote Paul’s prayer in a note to a prison 

inmate who had become a Christian to let him know I was lifting his name up in that prayer.  As I witness God’s healing of body, mind, and 

spirit for people on our parish prayer line, I find I’m lead to pray that God would not only heal the ailment, but that His healing will be the 

seed that opens their eyes to His love or strengthens their faith in Him. Following Paul’s example, our prayer line should go beyond praying 

for the sick and include prayers for our fellow believers that they remain steadfast in their faith and bring glory to His Holy Name. 

 

Isaiah 6:1-13; Psalm 38; John 7:53—8:11  

 

Thursday, December 13 

Birthdays: Chidimma Onunekwu, Bella Taylor 

Prayers for: Kaylyn White, Kaydence; Joe Boyd & Kate Williams; Matt Willoughby, Meghan, Clare; Danny & Debbie Winkler, Jennifer  
Psalm 37:1-18 Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him and he will do this: He will make your righteousness shine like the dawn, the 

justice of your cause like the noonday sun. (vv.5-6) 

In the margin of Psalm 37 in my Bible I had written September 26, 1993 and 15 times on that day I wrote the word “trust” beside verses 

that speak of trust in the Lord. Where were we on that September day? My husband was beginning his third year of seminary. After 25 

years in the business world and raising two children, the Lord was drawing us further into His ministry.  As we began that third year of 

schooling, there were questions and doubts. Were we prepared for the awesome task of doing the Lord’s work? Was there a parish in our 

home diocese that would welcome a couple over 50? If not, were we prepared to go wherever the Lord was calling us?  We are continuing 

to learn to trust in the Lord as we work in parish ministry and the more we trust in Him the more we depend on Him. We are finding that 

there is no other way. He has blessed us and delighted our hearts beyond measure. To God be the glory—great things He hath done! 

 

Isaiah 7:1-9; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12; Luke 22:1-13 

 

Friday, December 14 

Birthdays: Dele Oduola 

Prayers for: David York; John & Kathryn Zacharias; Norma Abrams; Eric & Maria Anderson, Nicole, Ashley; Keith & Martha Armstrong 

2 Thessalonians 2:13—3:5 So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by 

letter. (v.15) 

In yesterday’s reading from Isaiah, our sovereign Lord says to Ahaz, King of Judah, “The head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of 

Samaria is only Remaliah’s son. If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all” (Isaiah 7:9). Here, again, in Paul’s letter to the 

Thessalonians, he is exhorting believers to “stand firm” in their faith and hold tight to the teachings of Christ.  As Christians today, in a 

world where doing wrong is being cheered and doing right is being scoffed at, we need to plant our feet firmly in the Word of God and hold 

on to His righteous teachings with every ounce of strength and courage we have.  We must hold fast to God’s teachings of truth and right 

living as found in the Scriptures or we will be blown by the strong winds of human selfishness and go the way of those Paul writes about in 

Romans: “They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever 

praised. Amen” (Romans 1:25). 

Isaiah 7:10-25; Psalm 31; Luke 22:14-30 

 

 

Saturday, December 15 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Suzanne Arnold; Gwen Arora; Jeff & Sandi Arora, Ty, Trace, Claire, TJ, Tatum; Jackie Austin; Jon Austin; Lizzie Austin, Zedane 

Isaiah 8:1-15 He will be a sanctuary; but for both houses of Israel he will be a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes 

them fall. (v.14a) 

I can’t recall the source, but you may have heard it said, “There are only two things you can do with Jesus—either enthrone him in your 

heart or eliminate him from your life.” I wrote these words down on a piece of paper many years ago and put them on my mirror. The little 

piece of paper has disappeared (I suspect in one of our many moves), but it doesn’t matter because I have the words hidden in my heart.  

I’ve stumbled and fallen enough to know that I’m not a happy camper when I go my own way. Jesus knows that loving him with my whole 

heart and following in his steps is the only way to true freedom and peace in my soul. I no longer believe that it is true; I know that it is true. 

God designed us in His image and only when Jesus is the cornerstone on which everything else is built do all the other pieces fit. We have 

only two choices—either he is the cornerstone of our lives or the rock over which we stumble. 

 

Psalms 30, 32; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-18; Luke 22:31-38 

 

 

Sunday, December 16 

Birthdays: Sean Weissling 

Prayers for: Cody & Rachel Ault, Alex, Evelyn, Margaret, Charlotte; Lourdes Aviles, Lance; Wayne Ballentine; Maria Del Carmen Bastard 

Hebrews 12:18-29 No, you have come to Mount Zion, the city of the living God… You have come to the assembly of God’s firstborn 

children… to God himself… to the spirits of the righteous ones… to Jesus… to the sprinkled blood, which speaks of forgiveness instead of 

crying out for vengeance like the blood of Abel. (vv.22-24 NLT) 

Any real estate agent worth their salt will tell you that, when it comes to buying property, there are three unbreakable rules: “Location. 

Location. Location.”  The unknown writer of the Letter to the Hebrews gives us a tantalizing glimpse of the “Heavenly Real Estate” that 

Christ’s blood has bought for us. It’s a premiere neighborhood—just check out the list above. But the thing that stands out to me is that 

Christians “have come to Mount Zion.” In other words, we have already arrived and are supposed to be living in this highly desirable 

location. So why are so many choosing to live in spiritual squalor?  Jesus has handed us the keys. It’s time to move in. 

 

Isaiah 13:6-13; Psalm 63; John 3:22-30 

 

 

Monday, December 17 

Birthdays: David Burns 

Prayers for: Fehintolu Babayemi, Oluwabukunmi David, Oluwafolawemi Anne; Martin & Kyla Bayang, Martin, Vicki; Bob & Mary Benning 

2 Peter 1:1-11 By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received all of this by coming to 

know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvelous glory and excellence. And because of his glory and excellence, he 

has given us great and precious promises. These are the promises that enable you to share his divine nature and escape the world’s 

corruption caused by human desires. (vv.3-4) 

Several years ago, a credit card company ran commercials with the tag line “What’s in your wallet?” These ads featured people running into 

terrible situations, including Vikings, because they were not prepared for life’s troubles by opening an emergency credit account. I doubt 

anyone actually believed that a credit card could stop Vikings, but the commercials made a good point. Eventually, everyone is going to face 

unexpected disasters, so it’s a smart move to prepare for hard times in advance.  Peter’s second letter was written during a time when 

Christians were persecuted, by external enemies, worldly temptations, and false teachings. But the apostle reminds his little flock that “He 

has given us great and precious promises” that enable them to “escape the world’s corruptions.”  The promises of Jesus were in their 

wallets. What’s in yours? 

Isaiah 8:16—9:1; Psalms 41, 52; Luke 22:39-53 

 

 

Tuesday, December 18 

Birthdays: Otto Carl, Mary Hargis, Krista Lee, Nicholas Pavelka, Terry Thomas 

Prayers for: Steve & Nanette Benoit; Harry Berry; Ken & Patti Bill; Anne Birkhead; Ed & Zonia Bock; Jim & Kathy Boggs, Chris; Ruby Bosh, JB 

Luke 22:54-69 At that moment, the Lord turned and looked at Peter. Suddenly, the Lord’s words flashed through Peter’s mind: “Before 

the rooster crows tomorrow morning, you will deny three times that you even know me.” And Peter left the courtyard, weeping bitterly. 

(vv.61-62) 

The deepest pockets in my “sin suitcase” are filled with “Sins I do to God”. I mean, I do pack the usual “Sins done to me” (need something 

to complain about), but they pale beside the sheer volume of sins contained in the first pocket. The guilt associated with “Sins I do to God” 

is extremely heavy, and harder to get rid of than a well-tossed boomerang.  Peter knew this. When he snuck into the crowd to find out 

what happened to Jesus, he didn’t think twice about denying him. Peter thought he was smart—lying was the easiest way to find out what 

was happening to Christ. Peter might have even convinced himself that Christ would approve his cleverness, until Jesus turned and looked 

at him. Then Peter’s betrayal come crashing down on him, and he wept bitterly. I suspect he wept for a very long time.  But Jesus forgave 

Peter, just as he forgives anyone who honestly repents and asks for forgiveness. This is not a burden anyone needs to bear. Not Peter, not 

me, and definitely not you. 

Isaiah 9:1-7; Psalm 45; 2 Peter 1:12-21 

 

 

Wednesday, December 19 

Birthdays:  

Prayers for: Bob & Bonnie Boyce; Frank & Cheri Boyd; Jim & Carolyn Boyd; Nettie Briggs; Bob & Diann Brooke; David & Janice Brookes, Philip  

Mark 1:1-8 “He is a voice shouting in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord’s coming! Clear the road for him!’” (v.3) 

“Extra, Extra! Read all about it!” “Breaking News!” We’ve all seen these news spots teasing about the “Big Story Coming Soon.” 

John the Baptist was the first to report on Christ’s coming. First-century Judea had lots of “so-called Messiahs”, and it’s understandable that 

the priests were getting weary of hearing about yet another Savior. But God has a way of choosing unlikely messengers for His message, 

and the smelly Wildman with the weird diet “scooped” all the excessively credentialed religious elites of his day on the “Biggest Story Ever 

Told.”  When I judge by appearance rather than character, I think about John the Baptist. Good News can come in unexpected packages. 

 

Isaiah 9:8-17; Psalm 119:49-72; 2 Peter 2:1-10a 

 

 


